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Heathrow to open 
new red-list terminal 
nvestigation 





» Government orders airport 
to separate arrivals from 
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Dylan at 80 Yipes, 


William hits 
out at BBC 
over damage 
done to Diana 


» Prince scathing about broadcaster's 
failings around his mother’s ‘Panorama’ 
interview, saying programme had 
exacerbated her ‘fear and paranoia’ 


» Statement comes after report finds that 
Martin Bashir did deceive Diana to secure 
interview in 1995 - and there was a cover-up 


» William says his mother was ‘failed not 
just by arogue reporter but by leaders at 
the BBC who looked the other way’ 


» Prince Harry also responds, saying ‘ripple 
effect of a culture of exploitation and 
unethical practices ultimately took her life’ 


» Earl Spencer ‘draws a line’ between 
‘Panorama interview and his sister’s death 
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Quote of the day 
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Calendars are for 
careful people, not 
passionate ones 
CHUCK SIGARS 
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Birthdays 








Ron Isley, singer, 80; Mr 
T, actor, 69; Kano, rapper, 
36; Sally Lindsay, actress, 

4,8; Leo Sayer, singer, 73; 

Tom Daley, diver, 27; Mutya 
Buena, musician, 36; Lemn 
Sissay (below), poet, 54 
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a glance 


SOCIETY 


Baby boy found 
in canal dies 


A newborn baby has died after 
being found in a canal in the West 
Midlands. Police said the baby 
boy was discovered in a waterway 
in Rough Wood Country Park, 
Walsall. The infant was spotted by 
a passer-by and later pronounced 
dead. Police have appealed 

for witnesses. 


AVIATION 


Drones posing risk 
‘should be banned’ 


Drones that could injure people 
below should be prohibited after an 
one carrying out a railway survey 
crashed into a garden, air accident 
inspectors said. A drone operated 
by Network Rail to survey track 

at Newtongrange in Dalkeith, 
Midlothian, in Scotland, lost a 
propeller and crashed. 
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A playlist with real 
fiower power 





They say you should talk to your 
plants, but it seems that Spotify 


CHINA 


Space station supply 
mission delayed 


China postponed a supply mission to 
its new space station yesterday for 
unspecified technical reasons. China 
Manned Space announced the delay 
on its website but didn’t say when 
the rescheduled launch may happen. 
It would be the first mission to head 
to the main Tianhe module of the 
space station launched on 29 April. 


SPAIN 


Migrant boy used 
bottles to stay afloat 


A migrant boy aged 18 or 14 was 
rescued after using plastic bottles to 
stay afloat while out at sea 

trying to reach the Spanish 

enclave of Ceuta in North Africa. 
Thousands of immigrants have 
swum or climbed over a fence from 
Morocco to make it on to European 
soil in recent days. PAGE 27 


’ First-time luck 
for detectorist, 
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DIPLOMACY 


Britain to provide 
£3.2m in aid for Gaza 


The UK Government says it will 
provide a £3.2m aid package for 
civilians in Gaza. Britain will be 
contributing to United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
funds that are being collected to 
provide food, water and emergency 
shelter for Palestinians affected by 
the violence. 


ROMANIA 


Huge shipment of 
heroin discovered 


Romanian authorities confiscated 
3,200lb (1,452ke¢) of heroin at the 
Black Sea port of Constanta in one 
of the biggest seizures of the drug 

in the European Union in recent 
years. The heroin, which was hidden 
among construction materials 

and destined for western Europe, 
allegedly came from Iran. 


INQUIRY 


Grenfell survivors 
lacked safety advice 


Grenfell Tower survivors lacked 
advice on what to do in a fire and 
were made to feel a “nuisance” when 
raising complaints with landlords, 
an inquiry heard. Former residents 
of the block struck by a deadly fire in 
June 2017 said they never took part 
in fire drills. 


ETHIOPIA 


Plan to switch on 
Blue Nile power 


Ethiopia plans to begin generating 
power from its controversial Blue 
Nile River dam during the rainy 
season from June to August. The 
dam is expected to collect 13.5 billion 
cubic meters of water from the river 
in the rainy season, swelling its 
reservoir to 18.4 billion cubic meters, 
aministry statement said. 


AUSTRALIA 


Man lives with 
corpse for 15 years 


An Australian man killed an 
intruder and lived with his corpse 
for 15 years by using more than 70 
bottles of air freshener to hide the 
smell of the body. Shane Snellman’s 
remains were found in 2018 at the 
estate of Bruce Roberts in Sydney, 
after the latter died of natural causes 
in 2017. PAGE 27 


TRAVEL Brits are expected to spend their lockdown savings on holidays, 
according to research from airline easyJet. A ban on holidays and 
= ; social events means Britons have saved, on average, nearly £5000 
Lockdown to take off: in Lockdown. Portugal - the only European country on the green List 
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since the average 
Briton has jetted off 


said they will be making 
their holiday ‘extra 


users have been outsourcing that 
task to the streaming service. 
Spotify research has uncovered 
the 10 most popular tracks that 
people play to their houseplants 


Malaga, Alicante, 
Palma Mallorca 


Faro, Lisbon, 
Madeira, Porto 
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Gibraltar set to be: 


The Drifters record “Under 
the Boardwalk’ the day 
after their lead singer 

Rudy Lewis, 27, was found 
dead froma suspected 

drug overdoseina 

Harlem hotel. Back-up 
singer Johnny Moore 

was brought in to perform 


1‘New Slang - ‘The Shins 
2 ‘The Only Living Boy in New 
York’ - Simon and Garfunkel 
3 ‘Don't Panic’ - Coldplay 
4 ‘Let Go - Frou Frou 
5 ‘Such Great Heights’ - Iron & Wine 
6 ‘Shape of You’ - Ed Sheeran 
27 ‘Dreams - Fleetwood Mac 
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availabel for green 
list countries 
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ZHANG YIMING, TECH CEO WHO RESIGNED TO DAYDREAM 
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Another one bytes the dust 

The CEO of ByteDance, the Chinese 
company that owns popular short 
form video app TikTok, has resigned 
from his position so he can spend 
more time “daydreaming”. 

Zhang Yiming said he will formally 
step down as CEO over the next 
six months, moving instead into a 
position where he can think about 
“Long-term strategy, corporate 
culture, and social responsibility’. 

Mr Zhang, who founded the 
company in 2012, confessed that he 
may not be cut out to be a manager. 

Ina letter to staff, he said: “The truth 
is, | Lack some of the skills that make 
an ideal manager. I’m more interested 
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in analysing organisational and 
market principles... rather than 
actually managing people. 

“Similarly, I’m not very social, 
preferring solitary activities like 
being online, reading, listening to 
music, and daydreaming about 
what may be possible.” 


Daydream believer 

“‘Daydreaming” seems to be high up 
on Mr Zhang's to-do list once he's 
stepped down. To mark the company’s 
seventh anniversary, he shared 

an Alice in Wonderland quote with 
staff: “Why, sometimes I've believed 
as many as six impossible things 
before breakfast.” 
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Mr Zhang went on to say: "I like 
to think about possibilities that are 
still just that: possibilities. Fora 
Long time, I’ve put my online status 
as Daydreaming. What | mean isn't 
that I’m zoning out, but rather that 
I'm thinking about possibilities that 
people might think are just fantasy.” 

He added that he's also fallen 
behind on technical know-how 
because of his responsibilities as 
CEO. “Before 2017, | spent a lot of 
time keeping track of developments 
in machine learning. However, since 
then...| haven't had the time to make 
much progress digging into the area. 

“During technology meetings, 
this sometimes means | actually 
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struggle to keep up with the 
discussion, he wrote. 


The clock is TikToking 

Mr Zhang will hand over the reins 

to fellow ByteDance founder Liang 
Rubo, who is currently head of human 
resources at the company, by the 

end of the year. In that role, Mr Liang 
Looks after more than 60,000 staff 

in 30 countries. Last year, Mr Zhang 
said the company hoped to recruit 
another 40,000 staff. 

In 2020 TikTok faced pressure from 
Donald Trump’s US administration 
over fears about data being passed to 
the Chinese government. 

Sam Clark 
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SPAIN 


Date set for ban 
on hunting wolves 


Spain’s government has fixed a 

date for the end of wolf hunting — 25 
September. It introduced a law to 
ban a practice which pushed the 
animal close to extinction in the early 
1980s. Wolves are a tourist attraction 
in Zamora, northern Spain, but are 
regarded as a pest in the Pyrenees in 
north-eastern Spain. 


MILITARY 


Red Arrows can 
return to skies 


The Red Arrows, the RAF’s 
Aerobatic display team, have been 
given the go-ahead to perform 
publicly again, almost two years 
since their last UK air show. The 
RAF said the world-renowned 
display team will also have a new 
leader, Bradford-born Squadron 
Leader Tom Bould. 





CONSUMER 


Google to open first 
store in New York 


Google will open its first physical 
store in New York City this summer, 
mirroring a retail approach that 
has helped Apple rake in billions of 
dollars in the past two decades. The 
Google store will be located in the 
city’s Chelsea neighbourhood near 
its New York City campus, which 
houses over 11,000 employees. 
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One hundred and sixty-four 
days ago, 90-year-old Margaret 
Keenan became the first person 
in the world to receive Pfizer's 
vaccine against Covid-19, outside 
trial conditions. Since then, 
British journalists have written 
(and spoken) tens of millions of 
words about jabs. 

| have contributed a few of 
those words - and yesterday 
brought a surreal experience as | 
finally got to see the NHS vaccine 
roll-out in action first-hand. My 
mother, a nurse, has vaccinated 
many thousands of people since 
December so | feel especially 
proud of her work. 

When the roll-out began, some 
scientists and medics feared that 
vaccine take-up could plummet 
among younger age groups, who 
face a lesser threat to their health. 
In the hunt for herd immunity, this 
could be disastrous. 

Yet while it’s true that older 
people are most likely to get 
jabbed, the drop-off among the 
middle-aged hasn't been dramatic. 
Among over-70s, vaccine uptake 
has plateaued at 95 per cent of the 
population. Among people in their 
fifties, it’s still around 85 per cent. 
And with doses now available for 
everyone aged 34+, younger people 
appear eager to get their first jab. 

At the vaccine hub | visited in 
west London, record numbers are 
being immunised daily. Medics 
and volunteers at the Old Vinyl 
Factory in Hayes said they jabbed 
1,300 people on Wednesday. 
(Nationally, 634,000 doses were 
given, meaning 71 per cent of UK 
adults have had a first dose, and 
40 per cent both.) 

In Hayes, there were healthy 
queues of 30-somethings outside. 
Cabin crew from British Airways 
are helping to administer the 
vaccine - my first dose was given 
by Carlie, who coincidentally also 
jabbed my wife earlier in the week. 
My thanks also go to Lisa, Mandy, 
Jeremy and the dozens of other 
cheerful souls who brought us a 
step closer to freedom. 

As our deputy political editor, 
Hugo Gye, writes (page 10), 
under-30s are set to be offered 
their first doses in June, with the 
roll-out expected to accelerate 
ahead of target. While not as 
vulnerable to serious illness, this 
sociable group will be especially 
important in stopping infections. 
Twitter: @olyduff 








NATURE 


City and country 
great tits differ 


Great tits which live in cities 

are genetically different from 
the same species residing in the 
countryside, researchers have 
found. The findings suggest that 
despite similarities, city birds 
evolve to handle an environment 
created by humans regardless 
of location. 
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SCOTLAND 


Johnson urged to lead ‘fundamental 





change’ to strengthen the Union 


By Chris Green 
SCOTLAND EDITOR 


Only a “fundamental change of cul- 
ture” in the UK government will 
strengthen the Union, MPs were told 
yesterday as a new poll showed that 
exactly 50 per cent of people in Scot- 
land think indyref2 should happen 
sometime between now and 2026. 

Lord Dunlop, a former Conserva- 
tive minister who wrote a major 
report on devolution, said every 
member of the government must 
have the Union “rushing through 
their bloodstream”. 

He said a Secretary of State for the 
Union should be appointed to oversee 
four-nations relations, and that the 
Prime Minister must chair a meet- 
ing with the devolved leaders twice a 
year “as abare minimum”. 

Appearing before a House of Com- 
mons committee, he said: “My view is 
that you don’t need a department for 
the Union, you need a government for 
the Union. 

“Every Secretary of State, every 
minister should have devolution 
and the Union rushing through their 
bloodstream. That does require 
a fundamental change of culture: 
until we get to that state, I think we 
do need a Secretary of State for the 
Union driving that change.” 

Lord Dunlop’s comments came as 
a survey showed Scotland is divided 
right down the middle over whether 
there should be a second independ- 
ence referendum in the next five 
years. While 50 per cent think in- 
dyref2 should happen sometime be- 
tween now and 2026, the other half 
believe it should take place after that 
point — or never. 

The Public Administration and 
Constitutional Affairs Committee 
joined together with the Northern 
Ireland, Scottish and Welsh affairs 
committees to hear evidence on the 
government’s Union capability. Also 
appearing as a witness was Cabinet 
Office minister Michael Gove. 

MPs asked about the workings of 
the Northern Ireland Protocol, de- 


Analysis 





signed to protect the peace process 
by avoiding a hard border on the is- 
land of Ireland. 

Mr Gove said he is working to en- 
sure every government department 
understands the protocol and can 
communicate it to businesses. 

Labour MP Karin Smyth said: 
“The level of ignorance amongst 
many ministers speaking at the des- 
patch box about the UK, not under- 
standing the very different situation 
of Northern Ireland, has really been 


quite shocking.” 
£ © & Thesurvey, commissioned 
l by Gordon Brown's pro- 
Union think-tank Our Scottish 
Future, polled 1,000 Scots in 
the immediate aftermath of the 
Holyrood election. 


starmer cannot afford 
another by-election defeat 





Chloe Chaplain 
POLITICAL REPORTER 








s Labour prepares to 

select its candidate for 

the Batley and Spen 

by-election, pressure 
on the leadership to produce a 
victory is mounting. 

Former shadow cabinet 
member Diane Abbott has 
already claimed Sir Keir Starmer 
will have to resign as leader if 
the seat is not retained. She even 
put forward a possible rival for 


the leadership, suggesting her 
faction of the party would get 
behind the recently re-elected 
Greater Manchester mayor 
Andy Burnham. 

The MP for Hackney’s 
assertion may be slight overkill, 
but there is no doubt Sir Keir 
must choose his next steps 
very carefully. 

Beating the Conservatives in 
the Hartlepool by-election could 
have secured Sir Keir’s authority 
as leader. Instead, the defeat was 
a crushing blow. 

The Conservative Party has 
already announced its candidate, 
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refurbishment will cost 


By Richard Wheeler and 
Sophie Morris 


MPs will be expected to decide in 
early 2023 how much taxpayers’ 
cash they are willing to spend on 
restoring Parliament. 

Commons Leader Jacob Rees- 
Mogg said the business case will be 
put before the House in this period 
— and it will be up to MPs to approve 
or reject it. 

They will have to “prioritise what 
matters most” and know the cost 
and benefits of each part of the 
project, Mr Rees-Mogg said before 


naming the Leeds councillor 
and chair of the West Yorkshire 
Tories, Ryan Stephenson. 

But applications for the 
Labour candidacy are still open, 
with the final choice due to be 
made on Sunday. 

There is speculation that the 
party could enjoy a local boost 
if it selects Kim Leadbeater, 
the sister of murdered former 
Batley and Spen MP Jo Cox. 

Ms Leadbeater has already 
announced she will be putting 
her name forward. 

As the party makes its choice 
it must avoid the temptation to 
go for the status quo - something 
that lost Labour votes in 
Hartlepool - and carefully 
consider the prize candidate 
who will win, and win big. 


adding: “Ideally, each idea would 
have a clear price tag attached.” 

In March, Mr Rees-Mogg claimed 
costs for Parliament’s restorations 
could hit £20bn - compared to a 
previous estimate of £4bn. 

Opening a debate on the project, 
he said: “The coming months are an 
important period during which we - 
the parliamentarians but also those 
responsible for protecting taxpay- 
ers’ interests - make our expecta- 
tions clear so that when the fully 
costed proposals are put before us 
in early 2028, we’re able to approve 
them full-throatedly.” 
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Home Office 
accused of 
failing victims 
of Windrush 


By Chloe Chaplain 
POLITICAL REPORTER 


The Home Office has been accused of 
a “shameful” failure in relation to the 
victims of the Windrush scandal fol- 
lowing revelations people have been 
left waiting months for compensation 
— with just a fraction of those entitled 
receiving payments. 

Only 683 compensation pay-outs 
have been made to victims since the 
scheme launched in 2019, out of more 
than 2,000 applications. 

Analysis by the National Audit 
Office (NAO) also found victims are 
waiting an average of around six 
months to receive a decision and 
longer for funds to be released. 

Less than 20 per cent of the num- 
ber of people believed to have been af- 
fected by the scandal have launched 
an application. 

The government estimated around 
11,500 people are eligible for compen- 
sation but just 19 per cent (2,163) of 
the total expected claims have been 
submitted. 

Of these, 38 per cent have been 
concluded but some are still subject 
to a review or have not yet resulted 
in a payment. Just 633 people have 
received payouts, resulting in a total 
of £14.3m. 

Just 10 per cent of the claims 
received since March 2020 have 
reached the payment decision stag- 
es, and it has taken an average of 177 
days for claims to reach this stage, 
the NAO said. Gareth Davies, the 
head of the NAO, said the people are 
“still facing long waits to receive their 
final compensation payment” despite 
some improvements to the scheme. 

Nick Thomas-Symonds, Labour’s 
Shadow Home Secretary, said the re- 
port “should make shameful reading 
for Conservative ministers”. 

A Home Office spokesperson said: 
“We know there is more to do and 
will continue to work hard to ensure 
payments are made faster and the 
awards offered are greater.” 


Australia agreement edges closer 


By Richard Vaughan 


Boris Johnson is poised to give his 
backing to a zero-tariff trade deal 
with Australia after he held a crunch 
meeting with ministers over the 
terms of the agreement. 
Downing Street said the 
Prime Minister is eager 
to “maximise” the ben- 
efits of trade deals with 
other countries, paving 
the way for him to back an 





Australian deal. 


biggest beef exporter predicted 
a zero tariff, zero quota agreement 
would lead to a 10-fold increase in 
beef exports to the UK. 

The National Farmers Union has 
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said any such deal would risk throw- 
ing British farmers “under the bus”. 
The International Trade Secre- 
tary Liz Truss (inset) and Environ- 
ment Secretary George Eustice are 
thought to be at odds over the 
proposals and the impact 
they might have on the UK 
farming industry. 

The PM’s official 
spokesman added that 
Mr Johnson “wants to 

maximise the massive op- 
portunities presented by 
post-Brexit trade deals”. 
It comes after Mr Johnson told 
MPs on Wednesday that a free trade 
deal with the likes of Australia would 
enable British farmers to export beef 
“around the world”. 
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of integrity and transparency’ 


By Adam Sherwin 
ARTS AND MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 


rules. Generations of BBC bosses ex- 
pressed regret at the findings, with 
Lord Birt, the director-general at 
the time of the interview, describing 
it as a “shocking blot on the BBC’s 
enduring commitment to 
honest journalism”. | 
Tim Davie, the current 


The BBC has apologised to the Royal 
Family after a report found journal- 
ist Martin Bashir had deceived the 
late Diana, Princess of Wales, to se- 
cure an interview — and corporation 
bosses covered it up. 

The national broadcaster was’ an 
plunged into crisis after Lord Dy- 
son’s review of the explosive 1995 
interview was published yesterday, 
with Earl Spencer telling a new Pan- 
orama programme that he “draws a 
line” between the deception and his 
sister’s death two years later. 

The report concluded that Mr Ba- 
shir deployed deceitful methods in 
securing the interview, in what was 
a “serious” breach of BBC editorial 


“unconditional £ 
apology”, while Lord | 
Hall, a former direc- | 
tor-general and head 
of news when the in- W 
ternal inquiry into Mr 
Bashir’s actions took 
place, said: “I was wrong 
to give Martin Bashir the 
benefit of the doubt, basing that 
judgement as I did on what appeared 
to be deep remorse on his part.” 


t Multi-million-pound lawsuits 


The BBC faces “multi-million- 
pound lawsuits’ after the official 
inquiry concluded that Martin Bashir 
“deceived and induced’ the late Diana, 
Princess of Wales's brother to obtain 
his Panorama interview with her. 
Although the Met Police said it will 
not open a criminal investigation, 
the findings have opened the door 
to potential financial problems for 
the corporation. 
Mark Stephens, a leading media 


Lawyer at law firm Howard Kennedy, 
said: “The BBC will now become 
the target of multi-million-pound 
Lawsuits from those adversely 
impacted by Bashir's deceit - like the 
designer, chauffeur and others who 
essentially Lost their jobs and had 
their good reputations besmirched. 
‘As a consequence, the BBC 
will now suffer the indignity of a 
new era where the allegations of 
cover-up will be scrutinised 










Mr Bashir mocked up fake bank 
statements and showed them to Di- 
ana’s brother, Earl Spencer (inset), 
to gain access to the Princess, Lord 
Dyson said. 

Earl Spencer, Diana’s 
younger brother, said that 
after he introduced Mr 
\ Bashir to his sister it 
\ became “quite clear 
that everyone was 
going to be made 
|) untrustworthy”. 
' The new Panora- 
ma, aired last night, 
revealed a private 
note written by Diana 
to her brother after he had 
informed her of Mr Bashir’s 
elaborate allegations in which she 
said they made “complete sense”. 


in that public civil litigation.” The 
BBC has said itis a “very different” 
organisation from 26 years ago 
when the interview aired - and it 
has made “significant changes’ to its 
editorial guidelines. 

The broadcaster has published a 
document highlighting the steps it 
has taken since 1995 to improve the 
conduct of its employees, protect 
whistle-blowers and overhaul its 
complaints process. 


In response to Lord Dyson’s find- 
ings, Mr Bashir apologised, saying 
the faking of bank statements was 
“an action I deeply regret” but he felt 
it had “no bearing whatsoever on the 
personal choice by Princess Diana to 
take part in the interview”. 

The report said: “Without justifi- 
cation, the BBC fell short of the high 
standards of integrity and trans- 
parency which are its hallmark by 
covering up in its press logs such 
facts as it had been able to estab- 
lish about how Mr Bashir secured 
the interview and failing to men- 
tion Mr Bashir’s activities or the 
BBC investigations of them on any 
news programme.” 

This month, Mr Bashir quit the 
BBC on health grounds. 

A handwritten note from Diana, 
which was part of the evidence in 
the inquiry, said Mr Bashir did not 
show her any documents or give her 
any information “that I was not pre- 
viously aware of”. 


News, pages 6-7 


Ina hugely embarrassing 

move, the BBC said it 
would hand back the 1996 Bafta 
award given to the Panorama 
scoop, because of how the 
interview was obtained”. 


Indescribable 
Sadness: Duke 
hits out at 
BBCs failings 


By David Connett 


Prince William last night issued a 
scathing criticism of the BBC for its 
failings around his mother’s Panora- 
ma interview, saying it exacerbated 
her “fear, paranoia and isolation”. 

William said he was left with “in- 
describable sadness” to know the 
corporation’s shortcomings had 
“contributed significantly” to Diana, 
Princess of Wales’ state of mind in the 
final years of her life. 

The Duke of Cambridge said his 
mother was “failed not just by arogue 
reporter, but by leaders at the BBC 
who looked the other way rather than 
asking the tough questions”. 

In a separate statement, his broth- 
er, the Duke of Sussex said: “The rip- 
ple effect of a culture of exploitation 
and unethical practices ultimately 
took her life.” 

Prince William said the Panorama 
programme held “no legitimacy and 
should never be aired again”. In a 
statement, he said: “It is my view that 
the deceitful way the interview was 
obtained substantially influenced 
what my mother said. The interview 
was a major contribution to making 
my parents’ relationship worse and 
has since hurt countless others. 

“It brings indescribable sadness to 
know that the BBC’s failures contrib- 
uted significantly to her fear, para- 
noia and isolation that I remember 
from those final years with her. 

“But what saddens me most, is that 
if the BBC had properly investigated 
the complaints and concerns first 
raised in 1995, my mother would have 
known that she had been deceived. 
She was failed not just by a rogue re- 
porter, but by leaders at the BBC who 
looked the other way rather than ask- 
ing the tough questions. 

“It is my firm view that this Pano- 
rama programme holds no legitimacy 
and should never be aired again.” 

His brother, Prince Harry, praised 
Diana, saying: “Our mother was an 
incredible woman who dedicated 
her life to service. She was resilient, 
brave, and unquestionably honest. 

“The ripple effect of a culture of 
exploitation and unethical practices 
ultimately took her life. 

“To those who have taken some 
form of accountability, thank you 
for owning it. That is the first step 
towards justice and truth. Yet what 
deeply concerns me is that practices 
like these - and even worse - are still 
widespread today.” 





Prince William delivers his statement 


about the report last night ITN/PA 
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Takedown of the BBC 
reveals cover-up and 
false bank statements 


By Cahal Milmo 


From fake bank statements to a 
subsequent “cover-up” by the BBC, 
the Dyson Report represents a 
forensic takedown of the behaviour 
of the corporation and one of its 
best-known reporters. 

Written over 127 pages with 
dozens of additional pages 
of supporting evidence and 
interviews, the report by the 
former Supreme Court judge Lord 
Dyson details the underhanded 
tactics deployed by Martin Bashir 
to obtain for BBC Panorama one of 
the most sensational interviews in 
television history. 





FAKE BANK STATEMENTS 

Lord Dyson found that in the late 
summer of 1995 Mr Bashir, at the 
time a still largely unknown BBC 
Panorama reporter, commissioned 
freelance graphic designer 

Matt Wiessler to create falsified 
NatWest bank statements. 

The documents purported to 
show payments into the account 
of Alan Waller, a former employee 
of Earl Spencer, from Rupert 
Murdoch’s News International and, 
potentially, Britain’s intelligence 
services. Lord Dyson exonerated 
Mr Wiessler of any wrongdoing, 
pointing that it was the designer 
who later raised the alarm to the 
BBC about the fake documents. 

The report found that Mr Bashir 
then produced by himself further 
fake statements claiming payments 
to Patrick Jephson, Diana’s 
private secretary, and Richard 
Aylard, private secretary to Prince 
Charles. The resulting dossier was 
shown in August 1995 by Mr Bashir 
to Earl Spencer as part of a charm 
offensive to persuade him to open a 
path to meeting his sister. 

Lord Dyson found: “By showing 
Earl Spencer the fake Waller and 
Jephson/Aylard statements and 
informing him of their contents, 





Mr Bashir deceived and induced 
him to arrange a meeting with 
Princess Diana. By gaining access 
to Princess Diana in this way, Mr 
Bashir was able to persuade her to 
agree to give the interview.” 

In so doing, Mr Bashir 
comprehensively infringed the 
BBC’s editorial guidelines at the 
time - Lord Dyson commented 
that the journalists seemed to have 
difficulty accepting that fact. Mr 
Bashir, however, obtained a note 
from Diana, written in December 
1995, stating that she never saw 
the faked statements and they had 
played no role in her decision to 
give the interview. 


THE38 ALLEGATIONS 
Mr Bashir was invited 
to meet Diana and her 
brother in London’s 
Knightsbridge on 19 
September 1995. 

Notes taken by Earl 
Spencer at this meeting 
have proved one of the 
bitterest bones of contention 
between Mr Bashir and the 
aristocrat over how the subsequent 
Panorama interview took place 
that November. 

The handwritten notes, 
which Earl Spencer insists are 
a contemporaneous record of 
assertions made by Mr Bashir, 
contained lurid and often 
unprovable or entirely false claims 
about senior members of the 
Royal Family. 

Among them were fake 
allegations that Prince Edward 
was being treated for Aids and the 
Diana’s phone lines were being 
monitored by MI6. 

In his evidence to Lord Dyson, 
Mr Bashir (inset) insisted that 
he could not have made many of 
the claims, not least because a 
number were demonstrably false. 
The reporter suggested that most 
of the allegations were instead 







made by Diana or may have been 
“fabricated” by her brother. The 
judge said the differences between 
the accounts of the meeting offered 
by the two men were “stark”. The 
judge suggested that were he to 
believe Mr Bashir he would have 
to conclude that Earl Spencer had 
“fabricated the notes and that he 
has lied to me about them”. 
Instead, Lord Dyson sided 
comprehensively with Diana’s 
brother, stating: “In a credibility 
contest between Earl Spencer 
and Mr Bashir, Earl Spencer 
wins convincingly.” 

The judge continued: “I am 
satisfied that Mr Bashir 
said most, if not all, of the 
things that are recorded 

in Karl Spencer’s notes. 

It follows that he said 

some incredible things 
’ at the meeting that 
were wholly untrue.” 


THE BBC ‘COVER-UP’ 
Much of the report deals 
with how a BBC internal inquiry 
subsequently established that Mr 
Bashir had lied three times when 
he told his employer in 1996 that 
he had not shown the fake bank 
statements to Earl Spencer. 

Lord Dyson is critical in 
particular of the role played by 
future BBC director-general 
Lord Hall, describing the internal 
inquiry as “woefully ineffective”. 

The judge further criticised the 
corporation for failing to reveal 
its findings. 

Lord Dyson wrote: “I have 
concluded that, without 
justification, the BBC covered up 
such facts as it had been able to 
establish about how Mr Bashir 
secured the interview; and failed 
to mention the issue at all on any 
news programme and thereby 
fell short of the high standards of 
integrity and transparency which 
are its hallmark.” 





Prince Harry 

speaks out in ‘The 

Me You Can't See’ 
which airs on 
Apple TV+ today 
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Two interviews 25 years apart 
-incendiary and extraordinary 

















Cover-up | was told by raising alarm my chances of advancement had vanished’ 


Mark Killick, a senior producer on 
Panorama, was one of the first to 
challenge Martin Bashir over the 
faked bank statements and said the 
BBC's behaviour was disgraceful. 
He has previously said that after 
rasing the alarm he was told 

that his chances of advancement 
had vanished. He left Panorama 
soon after. 

Yesterday he said: “Lord Dyson's 
report shows that what Martin 
Bashir did was disgraceful and what 
the BBC management did was little 
better. When | first found out what 
had happened, | consulted a BBC 
Lawyer, then talked to Bashir and 
senior colleagues before using the 
editorial referral route. 


“| knew when | did it that the BBC 
might react badly, but | had no idea 
just how far they would go to try and 
discredit me. 

“Whilst this happened some time 
ago, the BBC should give a commit- 
ment to its staff that they can safely 
raise the sort of matter that | was 
faced with without Losing their job 
or having the BBC's vast publicity 
machine unleashed against them.” 

He had been alerted to the faked 
statements by graphic designer Matt 
Wiessler, who was commissioned 
by Martin Bashir to create mocked- 
up documents. Mr Wiessler, whose 
work with the BBC dried up after he 
raised concerns, said: ‘After a quarter 
of acentury of cover-ups and 


smears, it's good to know the truth is 
finally out, that | acted with integrity 
and responsibly from day one. By 
blowing the whistle, | suffered the 
fate of the fall guy. 

“Lord Dyson correctly found the 
BBC investigation carried out after 
| raised the alarm was seriously 
flawed and a smokescreen to protect 
Bashir. The order from BBC manage- 
ment to make sure | never got 
any more work from the BBC was 
despicable. It had a devastating effect 
on my career. 

“| hope those responsible for the 
cover-up will now do the right thing 
and apologise to me. Tim Davie's 
attempted apology is so bland as to 
be meaningless.” 


C ahz la al i iin biite) 





hey were two 
extraordinary royal 
interviews separated by 
a quarter of a century 
— one involving the late Diana, 
Princess of Wales, speaking 
with extraordinary candour 
about her troubled marriage, 
the other involving her youngest 
son offering similarly incendiary 
insights into life as a senior 
member of the House of Windsor. 
The extent to which Martin 
Bashir’s 1995 BBC Panorama 
interview with Diana influenced 
the chain of events that eventually 
led to the Duke of Sussex stepping 





away from life as a working royal 
— and then explaining to Oprah 
Winfrey and a global television 
audience in March why he had 
done so - will be for ever a matter 
of conjecture. 

For Ear! Spencer, there is 
nonetheless something akin 
toa direct link between the 
Panorama interview and his 
sister’s death two years later ina 
Paris underpass. He told the BBC 
last night that he “draws a line” 
between the two events. 

Prince Harry has been 
forthright about the impact of 
his mother’s death on his mental 
health. In his series with Winfrey 
about mental wellbeing, the Duke 
describes his anger at the lack of 
justice for the Paris car crash and 
his subsequent internal struggle. 

















Diana was candid about her troubled 
marriage in the 1995 BBC interview 


He said: “I just decided not to 
talk about it. No one was talking 
about it... If people said, ‘How are 
you’, I’d be like ‘fine’, never happy, 
never sad, just fine. Fine was the 
easy answer. But I was just all over 
the place mentally.” 

But drawing a clear conclusion 
would be a gross simplification 
of a life affected by multiple 
events - not least his parents’ 
troubled marriage. 
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By Serina Sandhu 


Prince Harry has risked deepening 
rifts within the Royal Family after 
claiming that Prince Charles passed 
on his own suffering to his children. 

The Duke of Sussex said he had 
decided to prioritise his own mental 
health to ensure history did not re- 
peat itself with his children. 

Harry has spoken candidly about 
his frayed relationship with his fa- 
ther over the past few months. 

Last week he referenced the “ge- 
netic pain” within his family on the 
Armchair Expert podcast in the US 
and in March he told the chat show 
host Oprah Winfrey how he felt “let 
down” by his father. 

His latest admission, which fea- 
tures in his new mental health docu- 
mentary series with Winfrey, will do 
little to mend relationships within 
the family. 

“My father used to say... to both 
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Prince Harry is seen undergoing 
therapy in the documentary series 
about mental health that he has 
produced with Oprah Winfrey. 

He has been in therapy for at least 
four years and in The Me You Cant 
See, viewers are shown one of his 
Eye Movement Desensitisation and 
Reprocessing (EMDR) sessions. 

EMDR isa type of psychological 
therapy often used by people with 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 

Patients recall the traumatic 
experience while making eye 











This is about making 
_ sure history does not 
repeat itself, says Harry 





The Duke and Duchess of Sussex are 
expecting their second child 


William and I, ‘Well, it was like that 
for me so it’s going to be like that for 
you’,” he said. 

“That doesn’t make sense. Just 
because you suffered, that doesn’t 
mean your kids have to suffer. In 
fact, quite the opposite. If you suf- 
fered, do everything you can to make 
sure whatever negative experiences 
you had that you can make it right 


Prince Harry's therapy sessions 


movements by following the 
therapist's finger as it moves. Some 
therapists may provide bilateral 
stimulation by tapping on the patient 
or asking them to tap themselves. 
The NHS says it is unclear 
how EMDR works to reduce the 
symptoms of trauma, but it may 
change the negative way a patient 
thinks about a particular memory. 
Prince Harry works on negative 
memories of flying back to London, 
which he said made him feel 
anxious and tense. 


Press guilty of racism over way it 


treated Meghan, says Prince 


By Serina Sandhu 


The media was guilty of racism over 
the way the Duchess of Sussex was 
treated, Prince Harry has said. 

The Duke of Sussex recalled head- 
lines from the beginning of their 
relationship on how Meghan was 
“almost straight outta Compton and 
that her exotic DNA will be thicken- 
ing the royal blood”. 

He said the constant attention af- 
fected her mental health and the way 
in which they were followed by the 
media reminded him of his mother, 
Diana, Princess of Wales, he told 
Oprah Winfrey during their mental 
health series, The Me You Can’t See. 

He felt helpless and claimed he did 
not receive any support from his fam- 
ily. “But every single ask, request, 
warning, whatever it is, just got met 
with total silence or total neglect,” he 





said. The couple did everything they 
could to stay in their royal roles but 
Meghan was struggling, he said. 

Prince Harry also spoke of his 
shame over how he reacted when the 
Duchess of Sussex told him she was 
experiencing suicidal thoughts while 
she was pregnant. 

“The thing that stopped her from 
seeing it through was how unfair it 
would be on me, after everything 
that had happened to my mum and 
to now be put in the position of losing 
another woman in my life with a baby 


The 
Sussexes 
in 2019, 
before 
their 
decision 
tostep 
back 


inside of her, our baby,” he said. “I’m 
somewhat ashamed of the way that I 
dealt with it.” 

Their duties at an event at the 
Royal Albert Hall that evening 
meant they had a “quick cuddle” 
and then got changed. The Duke of 
Sussex said he felt angry the couple 
were stuck in this situation and said: 
“T then had ason who Id far rather be 
solely focused on rather than every 
time I look in his eyes wondering 
whether my wife is going to end up 
like my mother and I’m going to have 
to look after him myself. 

“That was one of the biggest rea- 
sons to leave. Feeling trapped and 
feeling controlled through fear both 
by the media and by the system itself, 
which never encouraged the talking 
about this kind of trauma. 

“Certainly now, I will never be bul- 
lied into silence.” 











for your kids. We chose to put our 
mental health first. 

“That’s what we’re doing and that’s 
what we will continue to do. Isn’t this 
all about breaking the cycle? Isn’t 
this all about making sure that his- 
tory doesn’t repeat itself?” 

In The Me You Can’t See series on 
Apple T'V+ today, Harry talks about 
coping with the death of his mother, 
Diana, Princess of Wales, in 1997, life 
within the Royal Family and how he 
sought therapy to deal with his past. 

He also speaks about how his re- 
quest to step down as a Senior mem- 
ber of the Royal Family was rejected, 
even though Meghan was experienc- 
ing suicidal thoughts. 

“How bad does it have to get be- 
fore I am allowed to do this? She 
[Meghan] was going to end her life. 
It shouldn’t have to get to that.” 

The Duke and Duchess of Sussex 
left the UK in 2020 and now live in 
California, where they are expecting 
their second child. 

Prince Harry tells Winfrey that 
one of his biggest regrets was 
not calling out racism earlier in 
his relationship. 

“History was repeating itself. My 
mother was chased to her death 
while she was in a relationship with 
someone that wasn’t white,” he said. 

“And now look what’s happened. 
You want to talk about history re- 
peating itself - they’re not going to 
stop until she [Meghan] dies. It’s 
incredibly triggering to potentially 
lose another woman in my life. The 
list is growing. And it all comes back 
to the same people, the same busi- 
ness model, the same industry.” 
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Twas willing 
to drink... willing 
to take drugs 


By Serina Sandhu 


The Duke of Sussex has revealed 
that he would drink to excess 

in his late twenties when he 
experienced severe anxiety 

and panic attacks as a working 
member of the Royal Family. 

“IT was willing to drink, I was 
willing to take drugs, I was 
willing to try and do the things 
that made me feel less like I was 
feeling,” he told Oprah Winfrey. 

“But I slowly became aware 
that, OK, I wasn’t drinking 
Monday to Friday, but I would 
probably drink a week’s worth 
in one day on a Friday or 
Saturday night.” 

Prince Harry also recalled how 
he suppressed his emotions in the 
aftermath of his mother’s death 
and was in “fight or flight mode”. 
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By Hugo Daniel 
and Richard Vaughan 


Heathrow is to open a dedicated 
terminal for red-list travellers after 
passenger pictures showed huge 
crowds mixing in the arrivals hall. 

Yesterday i revealed the full extent 
of the “chaotic” scenes facing people 
coming into the UK’s biggest airport. 

Heathrow has been under grow- 
ing pressure to separate passengers 
arriving from red-list and non-red 
list destination due to fears over the 
spread of Covid-19 variants. 

The Transport Secretary Grant 
Shapps yesterday gave Heathrow 
until the end of the month to come 
up with plans to separate arrivals 
before a potential half-term rush. 

The airport is currently only using 
Terminals 2 and 5 - with calls for 
Terminal 4 to be opened for red-list 
passenger processing. 

However last night the airport 
would not be drawn on where the 
dedicated arrivals facility will 
be, saying it would provide more 








The Government must ramp up 
safety measures at airports or the 
Indian Covid-19 variant and other 
more lethal strains of coronavirus 
will continue to spread across Britain, 
experts have warned. 

Passengers flying into Heathrow 
Airport from abroad this week 
described chaotic queues in the 
arrivals lounge as like a “Petri dish’. 


TRAVEL 


details closer to opening date. 
i understands that the location 
of the red-list Heathrow termi- 
nal could also change subject to 
“operational requirements”. 

A spokesperson for Heathrow told 
i: “Red-list routes will likely be a fea- 
ture of UK travel for the foreseeable 
future as countries vaccinate their 
populations at different rates. 

“We’re adapting Heathrow to 
this longer-term reality by opening 
a dedicated arrivals facility in the 
coming weeks for red-list passen- 
gers arriving on direct flights.” 

They said that the opening of 
the terminal would 











be “logistically @pqgmmmerse, 
very challenging”. =u Grant Shappssaid the 

But the spokes- problem was down to 
person added: “Our ‘practicalities’; left, i’s front 
hope is that it will en- = oie" m@ page yesterday 
able Border Force to Red list trave] 
carry out its duties fam arnee Chaos “Until then, the current 
more efficiently as teicher aa] ow es red-list system will remain 


passenger volumes 
increase in line with 
the green list. 







Travellers from green, red and 
amber list countries have been forced 
to queue close together with the situ- 
ation described as “organised chaos’, 
irevealed yesterday. 

Scientists have urged the Govern- 
ment to beef up border controls and 
safety measures at airports over 
fears that crowds could help import 
new variants and reverse the UK’s 


Quarantine checks 
after holidays could 
last until Christmas 


By Poppy Wood 


New snooping powers to check that 
people returning from holidays are 
quarantining could last until the run- 
up to Christmas, i can reveal. 

People returning from countries 
on the Government’s “amber list” for 
international travel should expect a 
knock at the door to check they are 
obeying the 10-day quarantine rule, 
the Home Secretary announced. 

Priti Patel said the Government 
has enlisted new Covid marshals, via 
outsourcing specialist Mitie, to carry 
out 10,000 home visits every day, The 
deal, worth up to £90m, is set to run 
until October but with the option to 


extend the company’s powers until 
mid-December. 

It means the traffic light system 
for international travel may stay in 
place well beyond the 21 June date 
earmarked for lifting all legal limits 
on social distancing. 

A Department for Transport (DfT) 
spokesman told ithere was no hard 
end date confirmed for the traffic 
light system. “We will be reviewing 
travel measures through a series of 
checkpoints in June, July and Octo- 
ber, taking into account the latest do- 
mestic and international data.” 

The Home Office told i that Mitie 
staff, who will carry out home 
visits on behalf of NHS Test and 


Scientists 
nt 
the spare 


in place. This system has 
been designed by the Gov- 
ernment and has several 


progress in fighting the virus. “It’s 
an aerosol-transmitted virus, so it 
spreads rapidly in poorly ventilated 
and crowded areas, which is exactly 
the sort of environment an airport is,” 
said Deepti Gurdasani, clinical epide- 
miologist at Queen Mary University. 

“Unless we have comprehensive 
border restrictions, we are going to 
import new variants. We don't know 
where those new variants are going 
to come from. Every few months the 
virus is being replaced by amore 
transmissible and potentially more 
fatal variant,” she said. 

Dr Connor Bamford, a virologist 
at Queen's University Belfast, added 
“new and more dangerous variants 
of concern could arise while the 
pandemic rages outside of the UK’. 
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Staff from outsourcer Mitie will carry 
out 10,000 home visits every day 


Trace, will not have any special 
enforcement powers. 

Staff will not automatically as- 
sume people are failing to comply 
if they do not answer the door but 
cases can be escalated and further 
visits arranged, the Home Office 
spokesman said. 

It is understood that repeat no- 
shows are referred to the police. 
Fixed penalty notices, starting at 
£1,000 and rising to £10,000 for re- 
peat offences, will be issued. 








layers of protection to keep passen- 
gers and colleagues safe.” 

The Transport Secretary has also 
urged travel companies to allow holi- 
daymakers to postpone their trips to 
amber-listed countries as part of at- 
tempts to stop people from flying to 
regions with higher infection rates. 

Mr Shapps said the problem came 
down to “practicalities”, and sug- 
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Heathrow to open separate terminal 


gested that the risk of infection was 
mitigated because “everybody has to 
be tested before they are even able to 
get on to a flight to the UK”. 

“But I do want to see people sepa- 
rated out as much as is practically 
possible and we have asked - and I 
think Heathrow will respond to this 
at the beginning of next month,” he 
told the BBC. 

Schools’ half-term starts at the 
beginning of June and airlines are 
reporting a rush of bookings to 
amber-list countries. There are se- 
rious concerns over how Heathrow 
will cope with hundreds of travelling 
families if it is already struggling to 
separate passengers during what is 


a relatively quiet period. 
{ © '& Passenger numbers are 
] expected to increase as 
the holiday season shifts into 
gear and European countries 


are able to vaccinate more of 
their populations. 





Floriza Ibasco, husband Renard and Rozanne Renae and Renn Loriz have 
been waiting six months for Rozanne Renae’s UK passport FLORIZA IBASCO 


Passport delay strands 





UK-born girl in Philippines 


By Hugo Daniel 


A mother has told of her anguish 
after waiting six months for a pass- 
port for her 11-year-old daughter 
who is stranded in the Philippines. 
Floriza Ibasco, 37, moved to the 
UK to study in 2008 with her hus- 
band Renard, 39, and their eldest 
daughter Renn Loriz. Their second 
daughter, Rozanne Renae, was born 
in the UK. The children later went 
to live with family in the Philippines. 
Last year the couple started the 
process to bring children back to 
London. Renn Loriz, 16, got a visa, 
while Rozanne Renae needed a 
passport. This was applied for in 
October but still has not arrived. 
Ms Ibasco told i: “It’s been six 
months now of chasing every week. 
They said there were no prob- 


lems - they’re just making their 
standard checks.” 

Ms Ibasco visited her daughters 
over Christmas and returned to 
the UK with Renn Loriz in January, 
leaving Rozanne Renae in the Phil- 
ippines with her father . 

“The siblings have always lived 
together and now they are sepa- 
rated - they were really emotional,” 
she said. “It’s taking a toll on us, 
emotionally and financially. I have 
to work twice as hard because I 
need to send money to them.” 

The Home Office told i the pass- 
port will be issued shortly, adding: 
“As with all passport applications, 
HM Passport Office is unable to 
issue a passport until all the checks 
upon the applicant’s nationality, 
identity, and eligibility have been 
satisfactorily completed.” 
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Travel firms are 
offering holidays to the 
Maldives despite the 
Government advising 
against travel 
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Failures by NHS ‘Test and lrace 
helped fuel spike in Covid variant 


By David Woode 


A spike in coronavirus cases driven 
by the Indian Covid-19 variant in 
north-west England is partly down 
to failures of the Test and Trace sys- 
tem, a report has said. 

Eight local authorities in England 
did not have access to the full data 
on positive results in their areas for 
three weeks in April and May. 

Blackburn with Darwen, the uni- 
tary authority area in Lancashire 
where the Indian Covid-19 strain has 
surged in recent days, recorded the 
highest number of missing cases, 
according to the report compiled by 
one of the local authorities. 

Blackpool, York, Bath and North 
East Somerset, Bristol, North Som- 
erset, Southend-on-Sea and Thur- 
rock were also hit by the technical 


error. At one of the councils affect- 
ed, the central Test and Trace sys- 
tem failed to alert its staff to cases, 
meaning their contacts could not be 
traced locally. 

The report, seen by the BBC, 
said: “The rapid spread of 
Indian variant cases... may 
be partially or largely 
attributable to risks in 
the international travel 
control system,” add- 
ing: “These were exac- 
erbated by the sporadic 
failure of the national Test 
and Trace system.” 

Labour’s shadow Health Sec- 
retary, Jonathan Ashworth, said it 
“beggars belief” that councils had 
been “left in the dark for two weeks 
when we know acting with speed is 
vital to containing an outbreak”. 







Questions have been raised about 
the effectiveness of NHS Test and 
Trace. MPs said it had made no 
“measurable difference” - in spite 
of £23bn being pumped into it. 

Between 21 April and 11 May, 

the system only provided 
~ details of a limited num- 

ber of positive cases. On 
11 May, they were told 
by the Department of 
Health and Social Care 
(DHSC) that, over that 
period, 734 positive tests 
had not been reported. 
A DHSC spokesman said: 

“A small number of contacts of 
positive cases experienced a tempo- 
rary delay in getting a message from 
us but it was resolved quickly. All 
individuals were contacted and in- 
structed to self-isolate for 10 days.” 
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Companies advertise 
holiday deals to 
countries on UK red list 


Exclusive 
By Poppy Wood 


Travel companies are advertising 
holiday deals to red-list countries 
leaving this week despite the Gov- 
ernment advising against all but es- 
sential travel to those destinations. 

British Airways’ website lists the 
Maldives as a “top pick for 2021” 
while offering flights to the coun- 
try for departure as soon as today 
for £611. 

Ministers have insisted 
Britons should not book 
holidays to countries on 
the red list this sum- 
mer and that trips must 
be only be taken for 
extraordinary circum- 
stances, such as visiting a 
sick relative. 

The Maldives is on the red 
list for international travel and 
passengers returning to the UK must 
quarantine at a government-selected 
hotel for 10 days. 

The 14-day Covid infection rate 
in the Maldives is 1,469 per 100,000 
people, according to latest figures - 
almost 67 times that of the UK. 

Teletext Holidays was yesterday 
advertising Turkey and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) as “perfect 
summer holiday 2021 escapes” on 
its website homepage, despite both 
countries being on the red list. 

The travel company was offering 
an all-inclusive package holiday to 
The Palm Jumeirah hotel in Dubai 
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Government plans to create 
‘global pandemic radar’ 





By Richard Vaughan 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 


Ministers have launched plans to cre- 
ate anew “global pandemic radar” to 
spot emerging Covid-19 variants and 
track diseases to prevent the Gov- 
ernment being “caught unawares” in 
the future. 

Boris Johnson will announce the 
proposals later today to develop a 
“pathogen surveillance network” to 
rapidly identify new diseases before 
they can develop into pandemics dur- 
ing an address at the Global Health 
Summit hosted by Italy and the EU. 

It raises further questions, howev- 
er, over the Government’s initial re- 
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic 
with many experts believing it was 
too slow to react to news of the virus 
when it was in China. 

East Asian nations on the doorstep 
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departing today and returning next 
Friday from £864 per person. 

The UAE has a case rate of 256 
infections per 100,000 people, while 
Turkey’s infection rate stands at 483. 

Teletext Holidays did not respond 
to requests for comment. 

Boris Johnson has insisted that 
countries on the amber list, including 
most of Europe, are “not somewhere 
where you should be going on holiday 
—let me be very clear about that”. 
British Airways is allowing 
visitors to book tickets to the 
Maldives via a partnership 
with Qatar Airways for 

flights leaving the UK 
on five days out of seven 
next week. 

Visitors wishing to 
book flights to the Mal- 
dives on the company’s 
website must scroll througha 

list of spa resort suggestions be- 
fore entering their payment details. 

A British Airways spokesman said 
the company is not offering flights to 
the Maldives on its own aircraft, add- 
ing that customers should always 
check the UK Government website 
for the latest travel advice. 

Tui was yesterday offering 304 
“summer holiday deals” to red-list 
destinations including Turkey, the 
UAE and the Maldives, with the ear- 
liest available flights departing on 
7 June. After i contacted the travel 
firm, a Tui spokesman said it would 
review its policy on red-list holidays 
departing in the next few weeks. 


of the initial outbreak took evasive 
action more quickly and have suf- 
fered far less impact. 

The efforts will be led by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and the 
Wellcome Trust, which will share 
data about new coronavirus variants, 
while monitoring potential vaccine 
resistance among the population. 

The WHO’s Hub for Pandemic and 
Epidemic Intelligence was responsi- 
ble for identifying the B1.617.2 variant 
of Covid, also known as the Indian 
strain, which has been found in 50 
countries around the world. 

The Prime Minister said: “The 
world must never be caught una- 
wares again by a virus spreading un- 
checked. We need to build a system 
of disease surveillance fit for the 21st 
century. A global pandemic radar will 
ensure that we are vigilant to new 
variants and emerging pathogens.” 
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Vaccines providing 








By Hugo Gye 
DEPUTY POLITICAL EDITOR 


Real-life data on the vaccine roll-out 
suggest the jabs are providing even 
more protection against Covid-19 
than was expected from clinical tri- 
als, according to Public Health Eng- 
land (PHE). 

After a second dose of the Oxford/ 
AstraZeneca vaccine, the chance of 
falling ill with Covid is reduced by 
around 89 per cent, scientists believe. 
Trials put the jab’s efficacy around 
70-75 per cent. 

Full protection appears to be 
reached seven days after the second 
vaccination. It is possible that the 
UK’s policy of leaving up to 12 weeks 
between doses, rather than the three- 
week gap used in the clinical trials, 
explains the greater efficacy. 

PHE epidemiologist Meaghan Kall 
said there was “evidence to show 
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VACCINATION PROGRESS 


% of UK 
pop. 


Wednesday Total 


‘F- 264,858 | 37,250,363 | 55.8% 
2), 369,018 | 21,239,471 





that Pfizer is actually running head- 
to-head with Oxford/AZ”. The Pfizer 
jab - initially thought to have the edge 
on effectiveness - provides a similar 
level of protection against illness as 
AstraZeneca, and cuts the chance of 
death from Covid by 95-99 per cent. 
There is still not enough evidence 
available from surveillance studies - 
which monitor the experiences of all 
30 million vaccinated people in Eng- 
land - to determine the effect of Ox- 
ford/AstraZeneca on mortality rates, 
or to discover by how much trans- 


Herdimmunity Children may not need vaccinations 


The UK may reach herd immunity 
against coronavirus without the need 
to vaccinate children, a leading expert 
said yesterday. 

Professor Adam Finn, a member of 
the Joint Committee on Vaccination 
and Immunisation (JCVI), said it was 
still undecided whether to include 
under-18s in the rollout. 

Trials for the Pfizer and Moderna 
jabs have been underway on 
adolescents, who could be immunised 
next autumn. While children are 
largely unaffected by serious disease 
from Covid-19, a mass vaccination 
programme for under-18s would 
prevent them transmitting the virus 
to older family members. 

Professor Finn told Radio 4's Today 
programme: ‘| don't think it's been 


ROYAL FAMILY 


ruled out, but | do think that we're 
clear that the main priority at the 
moment is to try and immunise as 
many people as possible who are at 
risk of getting really sick because the 
one thing we want to avoid is another 
big surge of hospitalisations. 

“That isn't going to happenin 
children because fortunately one 
of the few good things about this 
pandemic is children are very rarely 
seriously affected by this infection.” 

Professor Finn added he was 
“optimistic, in the UK with the high 
coverage were achieving, and the 
extremely effective vaccines we've 
got, that we can achieve population 
immunity, and I’m afraid it's an open 
question as to whether we need to 
immunise any children at all”. 


Prince William receives 
his first Covid vaccine dose 


By Ruchira Sharma 


The Duke of Cambridge revealed 
yesterday that he has had 
his first dose of the Covid 
vaccine as jabs were 
rolled out to everyone 
over the age of 34. 
Prince William 
(inset), 38, shared 
a picture of himself 
receiving the jab on 
social media and thanked 
those working on the 
vaccine roll-out for “everything 
you’ve done and continue to do”. 
The programme was extended 
to all people in England aged 38 






and 39 last week and the Prince 

received his first dose on Tuesday. 
His grandmother, the Queen, 

and the late Prince Philip 

received their vaccines 

in January. 

It is not clear 

| whether the Duchess 

of Cambridge, who 

y is39, hasreceiveda 
vaccine yet. 

Yesterday it was 

7 announced that everyone 
aged 34 or above in England 

can book a Covid-19 vaccine 

through the NHS website. The age 

limit has been moving downwards 

every two or three days. 


better protection than 
originally expected 


mission is reduced once most people 
have had two doses of either vaccine. 

The vaccines minister Nadhim 
Zahawi said: “This new data high- 
lights the incredible impact that both 
doses of the vaccine can have, witha 
second dose of the Oxford/AstraZen- 
eca vaccine providing up to 90 per 
cent protection. 

“There is no better weapon to send 
this virus into retreat than our life- 
saving vaccines. A second dose is 
vital to ensure you have the strongest 
possible protection.” 

More than 70 per cent of British 
adults have had at least one jab, with 
almost 40 per cent, receiving two vac- 
cine doses. PHE estimates that since 
the roll-out started in December, 
vaccinations have prevented at least 
13,000 deaths, most of which would 
have occurred in the over-80s. It has 
also cut hospital admissions among 
people aged 65 or older by 39,100. 

The Health Secretary Matt Han- 
cock said: “The 18,000 deaths and 
the 39,100 hospitalisations that have 
been prevented are... a poignant re- 
minder of the impact the vaccine 
is having.” 

The UK’s medical regulator has 
changed its guidance on the storage 
of the Pfizer jab. It can now be kept in 
a fridge for 31 days after being unfro- 
zen, up from just five days. 
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One in 10 of all 
coronavirus cases 
reported inthe UK 
yesterday was in Bolton 
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Under-30s to be offered jabs 
next month in England 


By Hugo Gye 
DEPUTY POLITICAL EDITOR 


Under-30s in England are likely to 
be called up for the Covid-19 vac- 
cine from the beginning of next 
month, with the UK on track to 
offer jabs to all adults by the end of 
June — one month earlier than the 
official target. 

Ministers and NHS lead- 
ers have been cautious 
about speeding up the 
existing target, which 
pledges to offer a 
first dose to every- 
one aged 18 or older 
by 31 July. They have 
emphasised the need 
to get second doses to 
all the most vulnerable 
groups as quickly as possi- 
ble, especially in light of the Indian 
variant’s spread. 

But the number of first doses has 
been increasing and is now close to 
an average of 200,000 a day. 

Cohorts aged between 30 and 49 
are being called up two years at a 
time - the 32-33 group could be 
contacted as soon as Monday, with 









people in England 
aged between 18 
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their first dose of 
Covid vaccination 


30-31 following later in the week. 
If the current pace is maintained 
or increased, as is possible with 
demand for second doses likely to 
level off, that puts the country on 
course to vaccinate under-30s over 
June, with the roll-out totally or 
substantially complete by the end 
of that month. There are around 11 

million people aged between 18 
and 35 who have not yet had 
a first dose. 

In Wales, vaccina- 
tions are already open 
to all adults, while 
Northern Ireland is 
offering jabs to any- 
one aged at least 25. 
Scotland appears to 
be proceeding some- 
what more slowly, with 
the roll-out still on the over- 
AO age group. 

NHS data suggest that uptake in 
younger groups is somewhat lower 
than older groups that are more 
vulnerable to serious illness from 
Covid-19. All groups over 55 have 
had at least 95 per cent coverage 
with one dose, while in the 50-54 
group uptake is at 90 per cent. 
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Dating apps to 
be used to make 
vaccine case 


By Zaina Alibhai 


Dating apps will be used to encourage 
the uptake of Covid vaccines among 
the younger population. 

i understands the Government has 
approached popular apps and sites 
such as Tinder and Match.com in an 
effort to tackle vaccine hesitancy. 

It hopes advertising on the plat- 
forms can educate users on the ben- 
efits of receiving their vaccine. 

Popular dating apps like Tinder, 
Match.com, Bumble and Hinge have 
millions of people from across the UK 
signed up, meaning the advertise- 
ments could reach a wide audience. 

A spokesman said: “As a responsi- 
ble Government, we use every means 
possible to help the public to stay safe 
from coronavirus... and social media 
campaigns play a vital role in deliver- 
ing that information.” 

Dating apps would not be obliged 
to make their users disclose their 
vaccine status but they could have 
the option available. 

The spokesman for Bumble told iit 
was not able to comment. Tinder and 
Hinge were also approached. 

















here is a considerable 

asymmetry between 

Covid policies and 

what ministers say 
about those policies. Ministers 
only comment on a policy like 
reopening pubs once or twice, and 
few people listen to ministerial 
announcements. So urging 
caution has a very limited effect. 

Walking past an open pub sends 
a message the crisis is all but over: 
if it was dangerous to get together, 
pubs would not be open. The 
problem with trying to distinguish 
regulations from communications 
is that regulations communicate 
the most powerful messages of all. 
We saw this in reverse last 

year when ministers and experts 
urged people to wear masks. The 
number doing so stayed at around 
20 per cent - not least because 
many reasoned it couldn’t be that 





important if it wasn’t compulsory. 
As soon as mask wearing in 

shops was made compulsory, 

the numbers doing so rose 

almost immediately to around 

80 per cent. 

We are left unsure and unsafe 
by a Government that cannot row 
back from its timetable of policies 
but, due to the B.1617.2 (so-called 
“Indian”) variant, has suddenly 
become nervous and seeks to 
qualify them. 

The key dates were endlessly 
referred to as points when things 
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Few people wore masks before the 
Government made them compulsory 
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This paternalistic Government has 
never fully trusted the public 


would happen. Instead of focusing 
on how the Government and 
public could act together to make 
the reopening most likely, the 
public was rendered passive — just 
waiting for the reopening. This led 
people to make investments linked 
to key dates. We raised the cost of 
deviating from them, even if data 
suggested we should. 

Government attempts to deal 
with this untenable situation were 
contradictory: we committed 
to allowing indoor mixing by 17 
May so we will allow it but please 
don’t mix too much. The mixed 
messaging, then, is not the root of 
the problem but the reflection of 
something larger. 

This Government has never 
fully trusted the public. It adopted 
a paternalist approach in which 
the state acts for a passive public 
rather than with the public as an 
active partner. 


Stephen Reicher is Professor of 
Psychology at the University of 
St Andrews 











‘Triple mutant’ 








strain of virus 


discovered in 





Yorkshire 


By Jane Merrick 
POLICY EDITOR 


Confirmed cases of the Indian vari- 
ant have more than doubled in a 
week, latest figures have revealed, 
while officials have raised concerns 
over a new “triple mutant” strain 
that has emerged in Yorkshire. 

As of yesterday 3,424 cases of 
the Indian variant B1617.2 had been 
confirmed in the UK, up by 2,111 in 
seven days — arise of 160 per cent. 

One in 10 of all coronavirus cases 
reported in the UK yesterday was 
in Bolton, one of the areas worst af- 
fected by the Indian strain. 

But as ministers and officials 
continued to increase resources 
in Indian variant hotspots to keep 
the unlocking roadmap on course 
for 21 June, Public Health England 
(PHE) revealed it was investigating 
a potentially worrying new strain, 
labelled AV.1. 

There have been 49 cases of 
AV.1 clustered in the Yorkshire and 
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A mobile vaccination bus was 
deployed in Bolton yesterday AFP 


uJ, 


Humber region. It has also been de- 
tected in Greece and Chad. 

This carries three mutations as- 
sociated with other variants of con- 
cern: E484K, which is also found in 
the South African variant and can 
in theory lessen the effect of vac- 
cines; N439K whichis also associat- 
ed with immune escape; and P681H, 
which is in the Kent variant and 
linked to greater transmissibility. 

While new variants emerge all 
the time, Whitehall sources said 
this so-called “triple mutant” car- 
ries other features associated with 
variants of concern. More details 
will be published by PHE today. 

In Bolton yesterday, 280 corona- 
virus cases were reported, almost 
10 per cent of the UK total of 2,874. 

Despite the rise in B1617.2 cases 
and the emergence of the new “tri- 
ple mutant”, ministers remain op- 
timistic that the final stage of the 
roadmap can go ahead. 

There are now several UK stud- 
ies showing the vaccines work 
against all variants including 
B1617.2, sources revealed, reinforc- 
ing Boris Johnson’s comments this 
week that he is confident the un- 
locking can remain on track. 

Dr Meera Chand, Covid-19 In- 
cident Director at PHE, said: “We 
are very grateful to those who have 
turned out in their thousands in 
Bolton to be vaccinated.” 


§ A dramatic increase 
in cases of the Indian 
variant would be expected 
owing to surge testing in areas 
with rising cases of the variant. 


4,000 people prosecuted 


for breaking Covid rules 


By Flora Thompson 


More than 4,000 people were 
prosecuted last year for break- 
ing coronavirus laws, according to 
official figures. 

Some 3,536 people of the 4,367 
prosecuted were convicted, with 
most offences related to flouting 
lockdown rules. 

The Ministry of Justice’s quar- 
terly statistics report to December 
set out new offences dealt with by 
courts in 2020 under laws which en- 
forced restrictions introduced dur- 
ing the pandemic, such as Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) Regula- 
tions and the Coronavirus Act. 

The majority of these cases re- 


sulted in a fine, at an average of 
£374. Out of 4,230 prosecutions 
for breaches of emergency restric- 
tions, there were 3,506 convictions. 
These led to 3,464 fines, three com- 
munity sentences and one person 
being jailed for six months. 

Most (928) were handed fines of 
between £500 and £750, although 
81 received fixed penalty notices of 
between £1,000 and £2,500. 

Thirty were given a discharge - 
where no punishment is imposed 
— although 17 of these were condi- 
tional so they will face further ac- 
tion if they offend again. Out of 25 
prosecutions for offences relating 
to events and gatherings, six people 
were convicted and fined. 
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Exclusive 
By Hugo Gye 
DEPUTY POLITICAL EDITOR 


Ministers are under mounting pres- 
sure to repeal Victorian-era legisla- 
tion which is being used to prosecute 
10 homeless people a week and still 
criminalises rough sleeping. 

The Government has promised 
that the Vagrancy Act will be revoked 
and replaced, but it was not included 
in the Queen’s Speech last week - 
meaning that legislation is unlikely 
to come forward in the next year. 

Figures published yesterday 
showed that in 2020 the number of 
people prosecuted under the act 
halved following an effort to get 
rough sleepers off the street dur- 
ing the pandemic. However, there 
were still 573 prosecutions - mostly 
for begging. 

The data released by the Ministry 


{ = UMrJenrick pledged to 
l replace the act with 
legislation which would 
allow police to crackdownon 
antisocial behaviour without 
criminalising homelessness. 


of Justice do not include how many 
times the act was used by police to 
move rough sleepers on by threat- 
ening them with arrest, which cam- 
paigners believe is common. 

Jon Sparkes, the chief executive of 
Crisis, told i: “The UK Government 
has already agreed the Act should 
be repealed and the dramatic fall 
in prosecutions shows now is the 
time to consign it to history. It is 
defunct, offensive and counter-pro- 
ductive. The further the UK Govern- 
ment delays, the more lives will be 
needlessly damaged.” 


Eviction fears End of moratorium 


Ministers must take “urgent action” 
to avoid a fresh homelessness crisis 
when the Government lifts its mora- 
torium on evictions next month, a 
senior Tory MP has warned. 

Bob Blackman, co-chair of the all- 
party parliamentary group on ending 
homelessness, has urged the Govern- 
ment to avert a fresh spike in home- 
lessness among ‘generation rent’. 

At the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Housing Secretary 
Robert Jenrick imposed a pause 
on all evictions for those in rented 
accommodation due to concerns that 
people financially affected by the 
crisis would be unable to keep up with 
their rent. 

However, the moratorium will 
end in June, prompting fears from 


BELGIUM 


MPs, campaigners and charities that 
the move will lead to a severe rise in 
homelessness. 

Writing for inews, Mr Blackman 
said: “With seven per cent of the 
renting population of England and 
Wales now in rent arrears, when the 
moratorium on evictions comes to an 
end in June, it is likely that we'll see 
rates of homelessness increase again 
unless urgent action is taken.” 

Homelessness is believed to affect 
170,000 families across the UK. 

The comments came as a study 
by the District Councils Network 
showed that nearly nine in 10 (87 per 
cent) councils are braced fora “sharp 
increase’ in homelessness. 


Read the full comment at inews.co.uk 


Hunt is on for armed soldier 
over threats to virus expert 


By Marine Strauss 
IN BRUSSELS 


The Belgian army was yesterday 
combing a forest in search of 

a heavily armed soldier with 
far-right views. 

Prosecutors said that 
46-year-old Jurgen Conings went 
missing after he had made threats 
against Belgian institutions 
and celebrities, but did not 
give details. 

The case has dominated 
headlines since weapons 
including anti-tank rocket 
launchers and ammunition taken 
from a military base were found 


in Conings’ abandoned car near 
Dilsen in west Belgium. 

The Belgian government said 
earlier this week that Conings was 
on a list of potential terrorists due 
to far-right tendencies. 

Local media linked Conings to 
threats against Marc Van Ranst, 

a Covid-19 expert supportive of 
vaccines and social restrictions 
who has advised the government. 

Mr Van Ranst said that he had 
lodged a complaint after death 
threats were made against him on 
the website of the Viruswaanzin 
(Virus Insanity) organisation, 
which is against Covid 
curbs. REUTERS 


‘Offensive’ Vagrancy Act 
is used to prosecute 10 
homeless people a week 








The Conservative MP Bob Black- 
man added: “Homelessness should 
not be a crime. The Vagrancy Act, 
which goes back to 1824, makes it a 
crime just to sleep rough or beg in 
England and Wales. [It] does nothing 
to resolve the root causes.” 

He warned that the threat of pros- 
ecution made it harder for vulnerable 
people to access help. 

The Housing Secretary Robert 
Jenrick promised earlier this year to 
repeal the act. But in a letter to the 
Liberal Democrat MP Layla Moran, 
junior minister Eddie Hughes refused 
to commit to a timetable for legisla- 
tive change because of the complex- 
ity of drawing up a replacement. 

He wrote: “It is important that we 
get this right and take the time to 
ensure that this is done in the most 
effective way that will ensure police 
are able to operate effectively on our 
streets and engage constructively 
with vulnerable people.” 

Ms Moran said: “The pandemic 
has shown us, as these statistics 
show, that change is possible if the 
Government wants it. So why the 
delay? Jenrick must publish his re- 
view... and repeal the Vagrancy Act. 

“While the drop in prosecutions is 
welcome, in much of 2020 measures 
were in place to protect rough sleep- 
ers during the pandemic.” 
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Ahealth worker 
takes aswab ata 
railway stationin 
New Delhiyesterday | __ 
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Beijing shows off Africa 





By Jane Clinton 


China is providing Covid-19 vac- 
cines to nearly 40 African coun- 
tries, describing its actions as 
purely altruistic in an apparent 
intensification of what has been de- 
scribed as “vaccine diplomacy”. 

The vaccines were donated or 
sold at “favourable prices,” 
said foreign ministry of- 
ficial Wu Peng. He com- 
pared China’s outreach 
to the actions of “some 
countries that have 
said they have to wait 
for their own people to 
finish the vaccination 
before they could supply 
the vaccines to foreign coun- 
tries”, in an apparent dig at the 
United States. 

“We believe that it is, of course, 
necessary to ensure that the Chi- 
nese people get vaccinated as soon 
as possible, but for other countries 
in need, we also try our best to 
provide vaccine help,” said Mr Wu 
(inset), director of the foreign min- 
istry’s Africa department. 

While the US has been accused 









altruism with dig at US 


by some of hoarding vaccines, 
President Joe Biden has pledged to 
share an additional 20 million vac- 
cine doses in the coming six weeks, 
bringing the total US commitment 
to 80 million. The Biden adminis- 
tration has not yet confirmed which 
countries will receive them. 

The doses will come from exist- 
ing US production of Pfizer, 
Moderna or Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine stocks. 
The administration 

previously commit- 
ted to share about 60 


AstraZeneca vaccine 
by the end of June. 
On Wednesday, the UN 
Security Council called for 
accelerated availability of Covid- 
19 vaccines for Africa, expressing 
concern that the continent has only 
received about 2 per cent of all vac- 
cines administered globally. 

China has pledged roughly half a 
billion doses of its vaccines to more 
than 45 countries. Four of China’s 
many vaccine makers claim they 
are able to produce at least 2.6 bil- 
lion doses this year. 







FRANCE 


Late-night street 
revellers urged to 
Show restraint 


By Christian Lowe 
IN PARIS 


People in France have been urged 
not to let down their guard against 
Covid-19, after some responded 
to the easing of restrictions by 
staging late-night street parties. 

From Wednesday, cafés and 
restaurants were allowed to serve 
customers in outside areas, and 
the nightly curfew was pushed 
back by two hours, to 9pm. 

In the centre of Rennes, in 
Brittany, on Wednesday, a large 
crowd of people danced around 
a bonfire after the 9pm curfew, 
video footage posted on social 
media showed. Police in riot gear 
moved in to disperse the crowd. 

In Bordeaux, crowds of young 
people, many of them without 
masks, drank and danced in the 
central square until at least 11pm 
on Wednesday. 

The French prime minister, 
Jean Castex, urged people to 
show collective discipline, and to 
respect the rules that are still in 
place. REUTERS 
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By Kevin Freking 


Republicans are rebelling against 
the obligatory use of masks on the 
floor of the House of Representatives 
floor as tensions rise with major- 
ity Democrats, who are refusing to 
change the rules following updated 
health guidance. 

The Republican minority leader, 
Kevin McCarthy, has led an effort to 
convince the Office of the Attending 
Physician to update its guidance for 
mask wearing for vaccinated politi- 
cians and staff while they are in the 
House chamber and in committee 
hearing rooms. 

Democrats defeated the move 
along a party-line vote of 218-210. 

Legislators can remove their 
masks when speaking on the House 
floor but otherwise must keep them 
on when in the chamber. There is no 
requirement for wearing masks in 
the Senate chamber. 

Democratic politicians say they 
are tired of the requirements, too, but 
they worry that some of their Repub- 
lican colleagues have declined to be 
vaccinated and could spread the virus. 


ublicans rebel against mask 
rule in House of Representatives 


Booster shots On cards 

Dr Anthony Fauci, the chief medical 
adviser to Mr Biden, predicted 

that people would need a Covid-19 
booster shot “within a year’ of their 
first dose, as the US and the rest of the 
world continues to inoculate people. 

“| think we will almost 
certainly require a booster 
sometime within a year 
or so after getting the 
primary because the 
durability protection 
against coronavirus is 
generally not lifelong, 
similar to measles,” he said. 

But its timeline is uncer- 
tain. Pfizer's chief executive, 
Albert Bourla, said the third shot 
might be needed between eight and 12 
months. ‘| believe in one, two months 
we will have enough data to speak 
about it with much higher scientific 
certainty,’ he said. 

According to vaccine makers, the 
jabs offer strong protection for about 
six months but not enough to last 
over a year. THE INDEPENDENT 
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Some GOP politicians opted to 
go without a mask during voting on 
Tuesday, with a few taking particular 
care to stand in the well of the cham- 
ber to ensure spectators, colleagues 
and television cameras could not 
miss them. 

Their defiance could come at a fi- 
nancial cost. Politicians who refuse 
to wear masks are subject to 
a fine of $500 (£358) for the 
first offence. Subsequent 
offences can result in a 
$2,500 fine. In practice, 
however, the House 

sergeant-at-arms is pro- 
viding a warning for the 
f/ first offence. 
Seven politicians will 
be receiving such warnings, 
including Lauren Boebert of Col- 
orado, Thomas Massie of Kentucky, 
Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia 
(inset), Chip Roy of Texas, Bob Good 
of Virginia, Louie Gohmert of Texas 
and Mary Miller of Illinois. Three 
more had already received a warning 
and will be fined $500 - Brian Mast of 
Florida, Mariannette Miller-Meeks of 
Iowa and Beth Van Duyne of Texas. AP 





Tcould not wait to 
sive my husband 
a Christian burial 


Families face hard choices amid grim 
ceath toll. By Gurvinder Singh 


habnam Das was faced 
with a painful choice after 
her 66-year-old husband 
died from Covid-19 at a 
hospital in virus-ravaged 
India. The grieving 52-year-old 
from Varanasi, in the north 
Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, 
is a Protestant whose religion 
requires her to bury her spouse in 
consecrated ground with the help 
of pallbearers. 

But after Emmanuel Premkant 
Das died on 17 April, Ms Das’s 
church told her to make a 
heartbreaking decision — and fast 
— because the hospital wanted to 
remove the body. 

“T had two options, 
either to wait for seven 
to eight hours for the 
burial that could have 
also risked the lives of 
other family members 
attending it, or to 
cremate my husband 
in two hours,” she told i, 
her eyes filled with tears. “I 
chose the latter.” 

Many Christian families in 
Uttar Pradesh and large states, 
including West Bengal, have also 
had to cremate loved ones on 
funeral pyres in the past month 
as India struggled to deal with the 
unprecedented number of bodies 
during a devastating wave of the 
virus. Covid safety protocols, and 
a lack of space, has left people 
with no option but to turn to the 
practice normally restricted to 
Hindus in the country. 

“Before, there were just four to 
five deaths annually in my church 
but 40 people lost their lives in 
two weeks from 11 April,” said 
Vijay Dayal, secretary of Lal Girjja 
Church in Varanasi, which has 
turned to cremations. 
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“We are already facing severe 
space shortage in our graveyards,” 
he told i. “Most of the them are two 
or three centuries old and located 
in the heart of the cities with no 
land available for expansion.” 

Ashes are collected in an urn 
after cremation and put in a grave. 

India set a grim global record 
on Wednesday as it reported 4,529 
deaths in 24 hours, surpassing 
the previous highest tally of 4,475 
deaths on 12 January in the US. 
India has now had more than 25 
million Covid cases and 271,122 
deaths. The real numbers are 
believed to be even higher. 

Ms Das is grateful she was 
able to give her husband a 
dignified farewell. 
Scores of bodies 


floating in the river 

Ganges and lying 

on its banks in 
ey ©Uttar Pradesh and 
" neighbouring Bihar. It is 
believed that lack of health 

care facilities in rural areas, 
shortage of funds and panic about 
the spread of virus has compelled 
families to leave dead relatives 
in the water or buried under 
sand that blows away, turning 
the deceased into food for dogs 
and birds. 

“We have seen hundreds of 
corpses floating in the river over 
the past few days,” Shambunath 
Pandey, 50, who lives metres away 
from the riverbank at Prayagraj, 
toldi. “The air smells deadly. 

“We even have hallucinations 
during our sleep. Our children 
often hide in the corner of the 
houses in fear. They don’t go 
outside to play any more as dead 
bodies have overtaken the sand 
bank where they played.” 


Across 

3/5 Operation Cash 
Conversion, so to 
speak (2,4,1,6) 

6 Heartless fugitive 
somewhere in an 
airport (6) 
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1 PCorjust p? (6) 

2 Singer getting bribe 
right before a number (7) 

4, Saunas ordered 


somewhere in the 
Bahamas (6) 














The Government said railways will be more responsive to local needs GETTY 









By Dean Kirby and Chris Green 


A review of Britain’s railways which 
will bring services under unified state 
control, in an effort to end the “bro- 
ken” transport system, threatens to 
spark a devolution row. 
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The vaccine 


protects 
you and those 


You're much less likely to get serious Covid-19 
or be hospitalised if you've been vaccinated. 


We'll let you know when your vaccine is 
ready for you. 
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A national public body called Great 
British Railways is to take control of 
trains and tracks, collect fares and 
run the network under proposals in 
the long-awaited Williams-Shapps 
Plan for Rail. 

But while the move has been wel- 
comed by passenger groups and train 
operators, questions remain on how 
trains, which could carry a GBR logo, 
will operate in Scotland and Wales 
where the railways are devolved to 
the national governments. 

A spokesman for the Scottish Gov- 
ernment said it had not been con- 
sulted on the White Paper, which was 
published yesterday, and it was “not 
clear” how the proposals will respect 
the devolved railway arrangements 
in the country. 

The spokesman said: “There is no 
mention of Scotland in these details 
and it is not clear how these propos- 
als will respect the established and 
successful devolved responsibilities 
for railways in Scotland.” 

The Scottish Government, which 
plans to nationalise train services 
by March next year, said “full devo- 
lution” of the country’s railways was 
“necessary” and that it had made this 
clear “strongly and repeatedly” to the 
UK Government. 

The Welsh Government said the 
White Paper was “silent” on the issue 
of options for further devolution of 
the railways. 

It said: “Levelling up should not 
mean that Wales is continuously 
short-changed by totemic English 
rail projects sucking up all avail- 
able funding, deliberately damaging 
Wales’ economy in the process.” 





Railways plan triggers new 
debate about devolution 


The move has also sparked ques- 
tions in northern England, where 
regional leaders have been seeking 
greater local control in the running 
of a disjointed transport network. 

Tim Wood, the interim chief ex- 
ecutive of Transport for the North, 
said the outcome of the review was a 
“giant leap forward”. 

But he added: “This national 
approach must not be a missed 
opportunity for further devolu- 
tion, giving the North’s leaders 
greater oversight of services and 
infrastructure investment.” 

The Government said railways 
will be more responsive to the needs 
of local communities with “empow- 
ered, locally-led teams” supporting 
improvements and being account- 
able to the local people. 

It added that “variants of the na- 
tional brand” will be developed to 
reflect the English regions, Scotland 
and Wales while emphasising “that 
the railway is one network serving 
the whole of Great Britain”. 

The Government said it will “ex- 
plore options” with Transport Scot- 
land and Transport for Wales. 


The White Paper said the 

devolved authorities of 
Scotland and Wales will continue 
to exercise a range of powers, as 
will Transport for London and 
areas including Merseyside and 
Tyne and Wear and they will 
“need to work together to deliver 
aco-ordinated network across 
Great Britain’. 


Privatisation of trains worked, 
but these reforms are timely 





yi on 
rant Shapps, the 
Transport Secretary, 
has just announced the 
renationalisation of 
the railways and the fix that will 
finally make privatisation work. 
Everybody is happy and nobody 
need ever mention trains again - 
until the fares next go up. 

What no one wants to hear 
is the truth, which is that rail 
privatisation has been a success, 
but that the company that owned 
the network, Railtrack, was 
renationalised in 2002. 

Since then, the part-privatised 
system has worked pretty well too. 
Privatisation halted the decline in 
passenger numbers, which have 
risen hugely, and continued to rise 
after partial renationalisation of 
the tracks and stations. 

It’s a good time to announcea 
restructuring, because the partly 





nationalised rail system is more 
nationalised than usual at the 
moment, and needs public money 
to tide it over until passenger 
numbers start to go back up. 

It is hard for Labour to argue 
against the plan, because better 
national coordination is one of 
the supposed benefits of public 
ownership, and the party’s policy 
of taking control of franchises as 
they expire has been overtaken by 
the events of the lockdowns, which 
means the Government had to 
rescue most of them anyway. 

Shapps has come up witha 
policy that is not only the right 
one for managing the boring 
practicalities of a complex system, 
but presented it in such a way that 
it satisfies the incoherent demand 
for a “national” railway. 

He cannot make tickets cheaper, 
but in the end the public sees 
through that kind of Ed Miliband 
politics: pointing at things, 
complaining about how expensive 
they are and saying: “There ought 
to be law.” THE INDEPENDENT 
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The college says Cecil Rhodes’ ‘early commercial success’ enabled him to study 
at Oxford, where he was admitted to Oriel in 1873 and took his degree in 1881 
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Oxford college to keep Rhodes 
statue despite opposition 


By Will Hazell 
EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT 


An Oxford University college 

has said it will not be taking 

down a statue of Cecil Rhodes 
despite both the college and an 
independent commission backing 
its removal. 

Oriel College said that 
“regulatory and financial 
challenges” in obtaining planning 
permission could “run into years 
with no certainty of outcome” 
and so it had decided not to start 
the legal process to remove 
it. Instead, Oriel said it would 
focus on “contextualising” the 


college’s relationship with the 
19th-century colonialist. 

Councillor Susan Brown, the 
Labour leader of Oxford City 
Council, said she was “deeply 
disappointed” by the decision. 

The memorialisation of Rhodes 
at Oriel gave rise to a “Rhodes 
Must Fall” campaign in 2015, with 
efforts to remove the statue given 
fresh impetus by last year’s Black 
Lives Matter protests. 

Last June, the governing body 
said it was “their wish to remove 
the statue of Cecil Rhodes” along 
with a plaque to Rhodes. The 
commission yesterday backed its 
wish to remove the statue. 





SCIENCE 


Humans fuel ecosystem change’ 


By Nilima Marshall 


The Earth’s vegetation is changing at 
a faster rate today than it has over the 
past 18,000 years and humans may 
be a potent force driving this large- 
scale environmental transformation, 
according to scientists. 

Researchers have found that 
changes in ecosystems stabilised 
around 4,000 years ago before begin- 
ning to accelerate, coinciding with 
the rise of human civilisations. 

In a study published in the journal 
Science, an international team of ex- 


perts claim that rates of change in 
vegetation will continue to speed up 
over the coming decades, fuelled by 
human-induced climate change. 
Professor Jack Williams, from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and one of the study’s authors, said: 
“This work suggests that 3,000 to 
4,000 years ago, humans were al- 
ready having an enormous impact on 
the world [and] that continues today.” 
Researchers analysed more than 
1,100 fossil pollen records and found 
ecosystems underwent drastic 
changes after the last Ice Age. 
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Victims of breast implant 
scandal hail ruling that 
paves way for payouts 


By Zaina Alibhai 


British women affected by the PIP 
breast implant scandal have hailed 
a French court ruling that victims 
should be entitled to compensation. 

The case was brought by 2,700 
women who said they had suffered 
long-term health effects after re- 
ceiving implants from French com- 
pany Poly Implant Prothése, or PIP. 

The scandal emerged in 2010 
after doctors noticed abnormally 
high rupture rates in women with 
the implants, which had been filled 
with cheap, industrial-grade silicone 
not cleared for use in humans. The 
appeal court in France also upheld 
an earlier ruling that German com- 
pany TUV Rheinland was negligent 
for certifying the implants as safe. 

Nicola Mason, one the women af- 
fected, said the decision was “great 
news”, adding that she had been 
“waiting a long time for it”. She was 
left with a lump of silicone under her 
arm, that had to be removed, after 
her implant ruptured 

Speaking to BBC Radio 4’s Today 
programme, she said: “Whilst it will 
never compensate us for the poten- 
tial long-term health issues that we 
have, at least it might go some way 
to paying us back the money we have 
had to pay out to repair the damage 
they have left us with.” 

Jan Spivey, who suffered aching 
joints, pain and fatigue after receiv- 
ing the implants following a mastec- 
tomy, told the BBC: “We’ve been in 
and out of court, and that’s been re- 
ally difficult. PIP has had an impact 
on the whole of our lives. It’s been an 
inescapable issue.” 

Despite having them removed, 
she said the implants she received 
two decades ago were still impact- 
ing on her personal health. 

Lawyer Olivier Aumaitre, rep- 
resenting the 2,700 women, said it 
was “clearly a historical day for PIP 





PEOPLE 


Book claims Obama called 











i BUSINESS SPORT 
48-51 55-63 








[honestly thought I was going to die 


By Joe Gammie 


Gail Coxon, who was involved in 
the case, told the BBC she felt 
a “huge sense of relief” after 
hearing of the court’s decision. 
She said: “It’s just a huge sense 
of relief, you finally feel that we 
have been listened to and that’s 
the biggest thing.” 
Ms Coxon said she had her 
implants in 2006 and started 
to feel unwell about six months 
later. She said she started to feel 
tired and to get aches and pains, 
but it then developed to the 
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point were she collapsed a few 
times and had severe nosebleeds 
and headaches. 

When she had the implants 
removed in 2012 the symptoms 
began to clear up and she 
gradually began to feel “more 
and more like my old self”. 

She added: “I had gone from 
being bright and vibrant and 
bubbly and full of energy to 
feeling like I was an old woman, 
and it was just horrendous. 

“Thonestly thought I was going 
to die at the time, it was really 
terrifying to go through.” 





breast implant victims all over the 
world and for women’s rights”. 

He hoped it would have implica- 
tions for other victims, although he 
was “not aware of other compensa- 
tion wins in other countries”. 

The Pip Implant World Victims 
Association (Pipa) said it was seek- 





Trump TYacist, sexist pig’ 





By Danielle Zoellner 
IN NEW YORK 


In public Barack Obama was per- 
fectly urbane when discussing Don- 
ald Trump. But in private he called 
his disgraced successor a “mad- 
man” and a “racist, sexist pig”, anew 
book claims. 

“That f***ing lunatic” and a “cor- 
rupt motherf***er” were other 
colourful terms Mr Obama used 
when referring to the Republican 
president, according to a new book 
entitled Battle for the Soul: Inside 
the Democrats’ Campaigns to Defeat 








Donald Trump, which 
was written by The 
Atlantic staff writer 
Edward-Isaac Do- 
vere. Prior to winning we | 
the presidency in 2016, =‘ 
Mr Trump was known 
for making critical state- 
ments against Mr Obama. 
But he remained more quiet about 
his opinions of his successor. 

Mr Dovere reports that Mr 
Obama (inset) actually preferred his 
successor as the potential president 
over Texas senator Ted Cruz, who 
was the runner-up in the Republican 
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ing damages of tens of thousands of 
euros for each victim. 

PIP was liquidated in 2010 and its 
founder Jean-Claude Mas was later 
given a four-year prison sentence. 
He died in 2019. 

An estimated 47,000 women in 
the UK were affected. 


primary in 2016. But that opinion 
quickly changed in 2017, according 
to the book, after Mr Trump took 
office. “He’s amadman,”’ Mr Obama 





reportedly said when speak- 
ing to donors. The criticism 
became more frequent, 
according to the book, 
J with Mr Obama call- 
ing the 45th president 
Up, a “f***ing lunatic” and 
, stating he “didn’t think 
we'd have a racist, sexist 

pig” in office. 

The strongest remark came 
following reports that Mr Trump 
was speaking to foreign leaders, 
including Russia’s Vladimir Putin, 
without any of his aides on the call. 

“That corrupt motherf***er,” Mr 
Obama reportedly said. 
THE INDEPENDENT 
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By Fares Akram and Joseph Krauss 
IN GAZA CITY 


Israel’s security cabinet last night 
approved a ceasefire to halt an 11- 
day military operation in Gaza. 

The truce was agreed on the 
basis of what one Israeli official was 
quoted as calling “quiet in exchange 
for quiet”. 

An official Israeli cabinet state- 
ment later said the truce was pro- 
posed by Egypt and will be “mutual 
and unconditional”. 

Hamas Officials later con- 
firmed the ceasefire. 

The decision came 
after mounting US 
pressure to halt the 
offensive when Presi- 
dent Joe Biden pub- 
licly pressed the Israeli 
Prime Minister Benja- 
min Netanyahu (inset) to 
wind down the operation. 

The US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said he spoke to 
the Israeli Foreign Minister Gabi 
Ashkenazi by phone yesterday, and 
reiterated the message. 

Earlier, an Egyptian official said 
Israel had informed it that it intend- 
ed to end its military operations 
in Gaza. 

The official spoke shortly after 
Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah el- 
Sisi talked by phone with President 
Biden. The two leaders discussed 
ways to stop violence in the Palestin- 
ian Territories, Mr Sisi’s office said. 

Ahead of the security cabinet 
meeting Israel unleashed a new 
wave of airstrikes across the Gaza 
Strip and Hamas fired more rock- 
ets into Israel, despite growing 
signs that the sides were close to 
a ceasefire. 

Rocket attacks by Hamas and al- 
lied Islamic Jihad had resumed after 
an eight-hour pause yesterday, as 
Israel continued shelling that it 
said aimed to destroy the factions’ 
military capabilities and deter them 
from future confrontation after the 
current conflict. 


PEOPLE 


By Michael Day 


In arare instance of unity across 
the divide, an Arab woman in 
Jerusalem received a life-saving 
kidney transplant from a Jewish 
Israeli killed during riots in Lod, 
10 miles south-east of Tel Aviv. 
Randa Aweis, 58, had been 
having treatment for kidney 
disease for nine years and 
received a transplant at 
Hadassah-University Hospital 
in Kin Kerem this week, The 
Jerusalem Post reported. 


< 





Bloodshed bolsters 
Netanyahu’'s fortunes 


Benjamin Netanyahu has rejected 
accusations that recent air strikes 
against Palestinians were part of his 
effort to stay in power. 

But there is little doubt that the 
bloodshed has led to a dramatic 
improvement in the Israeli Prime 
Minister's political fortunes. 

Just over a week ago, the longtime 
Israeli leader's political career 

seemed all but over. He had 

failed to forma coalition 
government following an 
indecisive parliamentary 

election and his political 

rivals were on the cusp 

of pushing him out 

of office. 

Now, rivals’ prospects 
have crumbled, Mr 
Netanyahu is back in his 

comfortable role as Mr Security 
and the country could soon be 
headed for yet another election 
campaign that would guarantee 
him at least several more months 
in office. 

“If we had a government, security 
considerations would not be mixed 
with political considerations,” 
opposition leader Yair Lapid wrote 
on Facebook. 







Explosions shook Gaza City and 
orange flares lit up the pre-dawn sky, 
with bombing raids also reported in 
the central town of Deir al-Balah and 
the southern town of Khan Younis. 

As the sun rose, residents sur- 
veyed the rubble from at least 
five family homes destroyed in 
Khan Younis. 

Heavy airstrikes also hit a com- 
mercial thoroughfare in Gaza City. 

The Israeli military said it struck 
at least three homes of Hamas com- 
manders in Khan Younis and an- 
other in Rafah, targeting “military 
infrastructure” as well as a weapons 
storage unit at a home in Gaza City. 


The organ donor, Yigal 
Yehoshua, 56, died on Monday six 
days after being hit on the 
head with a brick during 
riots in Lod staged by 
Arabs angry at the 
Israeli attacks on 
Palestinians in Gaza. 

On Wednesday, Ms 
Aweis (inset) spoke 
to Mr Yehoshua’s wife 
to thank her for the 
“noble deed”. The Arab- 
Christian mother of six added: 
“We are like family now.” 
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Israel and Hamas 
agree ceasefire 
over Gaza conflict 


Since the fighting erupted on 
10 May, health officials in Gaza said 
232 Palestinians, including 65 chil- 
dren and 39 women, had been killed 
and more than 1,900 wounded in 
aerial bombardments. I 

Israel said it had killed at least 160 
combatants in Gaza. 

Authorities put the death toll in 
Israel at 12, with hundreds of people 
treated for injuries in rocket attacks 
that have caused panic and sent peo- 
ple rushing into shelters. 

Despite the signs of progress, 
fighting continued into the evening, 
with Israeli airstrikes on targets in 
Gaza and Palestinian militants firing 
rockets toward Israeli cities. 

In past rounds of violence, fight- 
ing has picked up in the final hours, 
with each side trying to eke out a 
final achievement before the 2am 
ceasefire took effect. 

Since the fighting began, Gaza’s 
infrastructure, already weak- 
ened by a 14-year blockade, has 
rapidly deteriorated. 

Medical supplies, water and fuel 
for electricity are running low in the 
territory, on which Israel and Egypt 
imposed the blockade after Hamas 
seized power in 2007. 

Israeli bombing has damaged 
over 50 schools across the territory, 
according to the charity Save the 
Children, completely destroying at 
least six. 

Education will be disrupted for 
nearly 42,000 children while repairs 
are being carried out. 

Israeli attacks have also damaged 
at least 18 hospitals and clinics and 
destroyed one health facility, the 
World Health Organisation said. 
And nearly half of all essential drugs 


have run out. 
{ i The US vice president, 
Kamala Harris, spoke to 
Jordan's King Abdullah last night. 
She said the US was committed 
toatwo-state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 


Arab woman gets kidney from Jewish Israeli 


Mr Yehoshua was reportedly 
attacked on his way home from 
a religious event as rioters 
» torched synagogues and 
\ vandalised vehicles. 

\ His family chose 
to donate his organs 
to people across 

the country, with 

/ hislungs going toa 

69-year-old man, his 

liver to a 22-year-old 

woman, one kidney to 

Ms Aweis and the second toa 
67-year-old man. 


Residents inspect the 

rubble of a residential 
building hit by Israeli 
airstrikes, in Beit Lahiya, 
Gaza, yesterday 
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Fighting puts Biden's 


pivot under pressure 


By Ellen Knickmeyer 
IN WASHINGTON 


Scenes of violence and civilian suf- 
fering are testing US President Joe 
Biden’s resolve to wrench America’s 
foreign policy focus and troops away 
from the hotspots of the Middle East 
and Afghanistan, and giving ammu- 
nition to his political rivals at home. 

Mr Biden and his supporters say 
by shifting the US’s military and 
diplomatic focus from the region’s 
bogged-down conflicts, he’s bringing 
an overdue end to failed policies that 
often only prolonged strife. 

The approach is already encour- 
aging countries to resolve disputes 
on their own. But the Israel-Gaza 
war exploded just as Mr Biden tried 
to step back, and images of crushed 
bodies and flattened homes have cre- 
ated a growing rift in his own party 
about whether he should do more. 

How resolutely Mr Biden carries 
out the pivot, and what happens in 
the hotspots afterwards will shape 
his foreign policy legacy. Mr Biden 
seems to be gambling that even if vio- 


lence flares in the Middle East and 
Afghanistan it’s a price worth paying 
to extract the US from regional con- 
flicts as other challenges emerge. 

Blame already is in no short supply. 
“Americans’ decisions hurt us, and 
we hope the Americans will go back 
on their decision,” Lt-Gen Sagheer 
bin Aziz, chief of staff of the Yemen 
army, told CNN. He believes the US 
pivot has emboldened Iran-backed 
Houthi rebels in Yemen. . 

As fighting between Israel and Pal- 
estinian militant groups surged to its 
highest level since 2014, Democratic 
lawmakers and progressive politi- 
cians urged Mr Biden to wade back 
into intensive US diplomacy. “Too 
many people have already died. More 
will unnecessarily perish if America 
does not act with the immediacy this 
violence demands,” David Price, a 
North Carolina Democrat, told Mr 
Biden in a letter signed by 138 others. 

Mr Biden says it is essential the US 
pulls back from policing Middle East 
conflicts and turns to dealing with 
long-term priorities including China 
and climate change. 
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Israels siege mentality remains a 
constant in the eyes of the world 








ta time when it was 

featuring in the 

international news 

as a world leader in 
combating the pandemic and 
trying to promote itself again asa 
beach holiday destination like any 
other, Israel is now back to square 
one. Its image is as the aggressor, 
the bully, the killer of women 
and children. 

At which point, and whichever 
side of the age-old argument you 
are on, you surely must ask: why 
does Israel do this to itself -is 
there really not another way? I 
have to say, with great reluctance, 
that Iam not sure there is under 
current circumstances, or at least 
not another way that Israel will be 
persuaded to follow. 

Many Israelis would object 
that the reason these images 





are uppermost reflects media 
bias: that suffering makes for 
more impactful pictures than 
resilience; that the question 
of “who started it” has been 
lost - was it the threat of 
evictions in a traditionally Arab 
part of Jerusalem or alleged 
provocations in and around the 
al-Aqsa Mosque? And might it 
all have subsided had not 
fighters in Hamas-ruled 
Gaza not deployed 
some of their rockets, 
including in the 
direction of Tel Aviv 
airport? And what 
was Israel to do now? 

In one way, Israel 
is more secure than it 
has ever been,due to its 
state-of-the-art defences and its 
preparedness as a state. But its 
beleaguered mentality is in many 
ways undiminished, as is the 
notion of Israel as the last, maybe 
the only, safe refuge for Jews in all 
the world - a view only reinforced 









by the re-emergence of anti- 
Semitism in Europe. 

So long as this sense of 
insecurity persists, responding 
to attacks from Gaza with 
destructive firepower will 
take precedence over courting 
international approval. 

But the difficulties do not stop 
there. The more Israel feels 
= beleaguered, from without 
» and within, the more 
\ protective it is likely to 
\ become, both of its own 
| security and its Jewish 
| identity - which 
will again leave it 
7 swimming against the 

international tide. 
At atime that many 
developed countries are 
becoming more ethnically mixed 
and more secular, it seems Israel 
is trying to buck the trend. That 
is not going to make life any 
easier for it, for the region, or for 
its declining number of friends 
abroad. THE INDEPENDENT 














Z Gaza faces years 
of rebuilding aiter 
Israeli air strikes 


Hospitals and 

sewage plants have 
been affected, 
Bel Trew 
reports from 
Jerusalem 









aza could take years 
to rebuild, United 
Nations officials have 
warned, and human 
rights groups say that 
the intense Israeli bombing of the 
strip has severely damaged health, 
education, water and energy 
facilities. Hospitals, schools, 
desalination plants, power and 
sewage plants have been affected. 

It has meant that swathes of 
the strip already have no water or 
electricity, while untreated sewage 
from some plants is pouring into 
the sea. Aid organisations have 
begun trying to raise tens of 
millions of pounds to help. Israeli 
officials have, meanwhile, accused 
the Palestinian militant group 
Hamas of firing rockets at vital 
electricity power lines. 

Tamara Alrifai, a spokesman 
for the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA), warned that 
it could take years to repair the 
damage. She said that this was the 
fourth conflict in 13 years involving 
a tiny enclave that has been under 
a long blockade and hit by Covid. 

“Every time there is a conflict 
in Gaza, intense air bombardment 
pulverises basic infrastructure, 
homes, hospitals and factories,” 
she said. “It then takes the 
UNRWA and aid agencies several 
years to rehabilitate their premises 
and many homes and livelihoods of 
Gazans are never rebuilt.” 

Israel maintains that it does 
everything in its power to avoid 
civilian casualties or destruction to 
civilian infrastructure. Ferocious 
cross-border fighting is now in 
its second week, although hopes 
have been raised that a potential 
ceasefire could be announced 
within the next few days. 

So far, 230 Palestinians have 
been killed, including 65 children, 
according to the Gaza health 
ministry. Medics in Israel say the 
death toll there has risen to 12, two 
of them children. Hundreds on 
both sides have been injured. 

Israel said that Hamas, the 
militant group running Gaza, had 
fired over 4,000 rockets since 
last Monday, more than the total 
number of rockets fired at Israel 
during the entire seven-week war 
in 2014. The barrages have hit 
homes, schools and a synagogue 
and sent families constantly 
running for bomb shelters. The 
militants have also fired anti-tank 


missiles into Israel, injuring an 
Israeli soldier. 

The UN says that more than 
72,000 people in Gaza have 
been displaced by the fighting, 
with 2,500 made permanently 
homeless by air raids that hit 
populated areas, levelling multi- 
storey buildings that, the Israeli 
military claims, contained Hamas 
military infrastructure. 

On Wednesday, the UNRWA 
launched a $388m (£27m) appeal 
for Gaza and the West Bank to 
provide immediate food, non-food, 
health and psychosocial support 
to Palestinians. The British Red 
Cross also launched a crisis appeal 
for Israel and Palestine on the 
same day, saying that hospitals 
in Gaza, already overwhelmed by 
Covid-19 patients, were at “at risk 
of further collapse”. 

International aid groups 
sounded the alarm about the long- 
term problems now faced in Gaza, 
a tiny, congested enclave home to 
two million people. 

The international medical 
charity Doctors Without Borders 
called Israel’s bombardment 
of Gaza “inexcusable and 
intolerable”. It said that indirect 
fire had damaged several clinics 
in the strip and destroyed its own 
sterilisation room that treated 


Every time there isa 
conflict in Gaza, intense air 
bombardment pulverises 
basic infrastructure 


hundreds of trauma and burn 
patients. Access to healthcare for 
casualties with life-threatening 
injuries was being “severely 
restricted” because Israeli air 
strikes had damaged many roads 
leading to hospitals, it added. 

The organisation said its staff 
were concerned for their safety 
while journeying to work and some 
medical supplies were running low. 

Gaza’s health ministry has 
appealed for nearly $50m in 
financial assistance, saying that 
22 health facilities had suffered 
partial or complete damage in the 
bombardment. It added that there 
was now a high risk of rapid spread 
of Covid-19 in the shelters housing 
thousands of displaced people. 

This week, health officials 
reported that the only laboratory 
in Gaza that processes Covid-19 
test results had become 
temporarily inoperable after an 
Israeli air strike nearby. 

It is not just health facilities that 
have been hit. Water officials in 
Gaza said that half of the strip has 
no regular water supply because of 
a lack of fuel for the water pumps 
and damage to facilities. Gaza is 
also on the brink of running out 
of fuel to power its only power 
station. THE INDEPENDENT 
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Monica would 
be doing 
something 
competitively 
with other 
mothers. 
She'd be so 
annoying 


Courteney Cox 
The ‘Friends’ 
actress on what her 
character would be 
doing now 
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People can 
make own 
decisions 


Daily Express 

It will be deeply odd 

if people are unable 

to travel to favourite 
holiday locations after 
the great unlocking 
due to take place on 21 
June. The Government 
should be crystal 
clear about health 
threats and what 

is permissible, but 

it should also trust 
people to assess risks 
and make sensible 
decisions for them and 
their families. 
(Editiorial) 


Daily Mail 

Foreign travel oils the 
wheels of the economy 
by smoothing business 
-vitalif Brexit Britain 
is to boom. The turmoil 
is also hammering 
another nail into the 
coffin of our airlines. 
(Editorial) 








The Opinion Matrix 








JOHNSON’S 
ROADMAP 






Changing 
course would 
fuel backlash 


The Independent 
The more upbeat 
ministers and officials 
sound in the coming 
weeks, the greater the 
backlash is likely to be 
if the time does come 
for the Prime Minister 
to bow to the inevitable 
and amend the 
roadmap. It would bea 
significant U-turn. 
(Sean O'Grady) 


The Guardian 
Lockdown and 
vaccines were the 

key twin pillars of 

an approach that 
transformed Johnson's 
standing with the 
public and silenced 

his Tory critics. Any 
talk about the possible 
reintroduction of 
Lockdowns and local 
tiers shows how fragile 
the strategy remains. 
(Martin Kettle) 


COMMENT FROM HOME AND ABROAD 


INDIAN 
VARIANT 


Not as serious 
as feared 
initially 


TheSun 

When even doom- 
mongering Professor 
Neil Ferguson talks 
down the Indian 
variant it may be 
time to dial back the 
panic. He agrees with 
government scientists 
that it’s not as catchy 
as they first feared. 
The already thin case 
for delaying our final 
21 June unlocking is 
falling away. 
(Editorial) 


The Daily Telegraph 
The Government 
needs to hold its nerve 
and not be spooked by 
variants. We only have 
one way out of this 
pandemic and that is 
by using the vaccines. 
There is simply no 
justification for 
delaying the roadmap. 
(Sarah Knapton) 











BRITISH 
RAILWAYS 






Plan will put 
an end to the 
blame game 


Daily Mirror 

The Tories will today 
dismantle yet another 
element of their flawed 
privatisation of the 
railways. Transport 
Secretary Grant 
Shapps is reversing 
the ludicrous decision 
— more than a quarter 
of acentury after 

it was first made 

— to separate the 
management of track 
and trains. 

(Jason Beattie) 


BBCNews 

If the plan is followed 
through and properly 
implemented, it 
should see an end to 
the squabbling over 
who is to blame when 
the trains are late, 
dirty or overcrowded. 
Everything will be the 
problem of one body. 
(Dominic O'Connell) 





CRISIS IN 
ISRAE 





The world 
cannot look 
away now 


CNN 

For those who 
sincerely want to 

see a just and lasting 
peace in the Middle 
East, this time must be 
different. The world, 
and especially the 
Biden administration, 
cannot look away but 
must engage on the 
question of Palestine. 
(Dean Obeidallah) 


New Statesman 
Israelis from both 
communities are 
horrified and alarmed 
at the sectarian 
violence that has 
broken out between 
Arabs and Jews 
within Israel. But one 
reason why things 
have deteriorated 

is Netanyahu's 

use and abuse of 
Jewish nationalism. 
(Jeremy Bowen) 





MISSISSIPPI 
ABORTION 








Politicians | 
may pay a 
price finally 


The Times 

In Mississippi you can 
buy a machine gun 
without a background 
check and take it with 
you almost anywhere. 
If the politicians who 
run the state get their 
way, it will become 
virtually impossible 
to obtain an abortion 
under almost 

any circumstances. 
(David Aaronovitch) 


The New York Times 
Decades of effort to 
drive abortion to the 
margins of medical 
practice have failed 

to dislodge it from 

the mainstream of 
women’s lives. For 

the cynical game 
politicians have played, 
they have not paid a 
price. Now perhaps 
they will. 

(Linda Greenhouse) 





Life In Brief 


LLOYD PRICE MUSICIAN 





Lloyd Price, an RGB singer whose 
50s recordings became seminal to the 
development of rock music, has died 
aged 88. 

Price, one of 11 siblings, was born in 
Kenner, a suburb of New Orleans, on 9 
March, 1933. His father was a Labourer, 
and his mother owned a fried-fish 
stand. As he sought an escape from 
backbreaking work carting blocks of ice, 
Price took up piano and Later fronted 
a band in high school. He was leading 
a band when Dave Bartholomew, a 
musician and talent scout, arranged 


for an audition with producer Art Rupe, 


owner of Specialty Records. 

“Lawdy Miss Clawdy’”, released 
as asingle in 1952, topped the R&B 
charts for seven weeks, attracted a 
huge white audience and over decades 
became a standard covered by dozens 
of performers, including Elvis Presley, 
Little Richard and - in their 1970 


concert film Let It Be - the Beatles. 

In 1954, Price saw his career 
interrupted when he was called up 
for military service. His music, he 
often said, was a threat to segregated 
society because both black and white 
kids were dancing to it. “Truly, that’s 
one of the reasons why | got drafted in 
the service,’ he told the New York Times 
decades later. 

He returned to civilian life nearly 
two years Later to find himself 
supplanted in popularity by Little 
Richard. Having retained ownership 
of the copyrights and future royalties 
of his music, in 1956 Price bought 
out his old record contract and went 
into business for himself, moving 
to Washington and launching the 
independent KRC record label. He 
signed with ABC-Paramount in 1958. 

He bobbed along in the RGB and 
pop charts of the late 50s and early 


60s but his most notable success was 
“Stagger Lee’, a punchy shuffle adapted 
from a black folk song that flew to No 
1 onthe R&B charts and on Billboard's 
pop chart. 

Price, who had known Muhammad 
Ali since the early 60s, later moved 
to west Africa and helped boxing 
promoter Don King put together 
“The Rumble in the Jungle’, a 1974 
heavyweight title bout in Kinshasa, 
Zaire (now the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo), between Ali and 
George Foreman. 

After returning to the US in the 
80s, Price started performing again, 
often with fellow veteran RGB singers 
suchas Ben E King, Jerry Butler and 
Gene Chandler. He expanded his 
business interests to include housing 
construction in the Bronx, a limousine 


business anda prepared food company. 


He is survived by his wife of more 





than 20 years, Jacqueline Battle, 

five children, a sister and several 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
In 1998, when Price was inducted 

into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, 

he initially considered declining the 

honour. ‘It was blatantly disrespectful 

that it took this long,’ he told the Boston 

Herald. “But | understand why it took so 

long. Because of me being arebel.” 

THE WASHINGTON POST 


Borng March 1933 
Died 3 MAY 2021 
Terence McArdle 
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Johnson cannot ignore the row over aid 


The global Covid crisis is fuelling a backlash against overseas budget cuts 


6¢ t’s a dereliction of duty and 
a failure of leadership and a 
moral error of judgement.” 
Close your eyes and you 
might imagine such a 
barbed attack levelled at 
the Government from a leading 
opposition politician. 

But the opposition to cutting the 
international aid budget is coming 
from within the Conservative 
Party. And that should worry 
Boris Johnson. 

It was the former international 
development secretary Andrew 
Mitchell who led the charge on 
Wednesday night’s Channel 4 News, 
after we reported that the cost of 
donating supplies such as PPE, 
oxygen generators and ventilators 
is coming out of the Government’s 
dwindling aid budget. 

He pointed out that the UK 
should carry great clout overseas, 
chairing the G7 intergovernmental 
summit in Cornwall next month, 
and hosting the COP26 climate 
change meeting in November. 
“Britain is on show. Britain is one of 
the five permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council. 
We're supposed to set a lead. And 
yet we are the only G7 country that 
is cutting aid. Every other one of 
the G7 is either standing by it or 
increasing their commitment,” 
he said. 

I have rarely seen a senior Tory 
so incandescent. And he’s not the 
only one. 

MPs up to and including 
members of the cabinet have 
told me of their concern that 
the decision to take the cost of 
life-saving medical equipment 
sent to countries like India out 
of the general international aid 
budget will force yet more cuts to 
other projects. 

Anthony Mangnall, a 
Conservative backbencher who sits 
on the international trade select 
committee, told me: “It’s hugely 
impactful on our aid programmes 
because we have a set structure 
with a range of different projects 
that we fund and suddenly throwing 
in medical aid and assistance 
to countries around the world 
jeopardises the future programmes 
that are currently running.” 

The aid budget has already 
been slashed by £4bn because of 
the Treasury’s decision to cut it 
from 0.7 per cent to 0.5 per cent of 
gross national income. It’s a breach 
of the manifesto commitment, 
even though Downing Street has 
suggested it is a temporary cut. 

But MPs and ministers had 
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Senior Tory MPs are angry that the cost of life- -saving ‘Covid relief for India and other countries will come out of the international aid budget BRITISH AIRWAYS/PA 


hoped the Covid assistance being 
sent to developing countries would 
be in addition to other aid, rather 
than putting further pressure on 
projects already at risk. 

Instead, one member of the 
cabinet said discussions between 
departments about how to stay 
within the 0.5 per cent cap had 
“complicated” what should have 
been a straightforward offer of help 
to save lives. 

Whitehall sources have suggested 
the health department wanted to 
send 1.6 million pieces of PPE to 
India. The equipment was about to 


[Ihave rarely 
seenasenior Tory 
so incandescent 
-andhe’s not the 
only one 





expire, but the Foreign Office last 
night denied that it was held up 
by inter-departmental wrangling, 
saying instead that India had not 
wanted the PPE. 

Perhaps that little local difficulty 
was resolved to the satisfaction of 
all concerned. But elsewhere, the 
consequences of Treasury spending 
constraints are already being felt 
around the globe. 

As my colleague, Channel 4 
News’ health and social care editor 
Victoria Macdonald, reported on 
Wednesday, the Government’s 
aid cuts have already caused 
international schemes such as 
those for training nurses, funding 
children’s cancer services and 
reducing sepsis in new mothers to 
be axed. 

Many Tories will proclaim 
that slashing billions from aid is 
popular with the British public. 
And yes, the overseas aid budget 
still exceeds £10bn - a sum that was 
described by the Health Secretary 
Matt Hancock as “very generous”. 





I quizzed Hancock about the 
story at the Downing Street press 
conference two days ago. He 
confirmed what had horrified some 
of his backbench colleagues: that 
“of course” Covid help “counts as 
overseas development aid, because 
itis”. 

Incidentally, I only managed to 
get a detailed answer by sneaking 
in a quick follow-up question 
(something that’s essential for 
any journalist but has become 
increasingly tricky in this age of 
sterile Zoom press conferences) 
about the knock-on impact on other 
aid projects. 

It’s true, the odd million here 
and there might seem like small 
change in a budget of billions, but 
this will add up. And there are big 
decisions ahead. Britain’s £548m 
contribution to the Covax vaccines- 
sharing scheme already comes out 
of the international aid budget. But 
a Foreign Office source told me 
there was a “philosophical debate” 
about whether any surplus vaccines 








in future would also have to come 
within the 0.5 per cent limit. 

MPs are keen to remind the 
Government of the now-familiar 
refrain that no one in Britain is 
safe from Covid until the world 
is safe. They argue that funding 
international development 
adequately is actually a down- 
payment on our own security. 

So the impact remains unclear. 
But Ill be putting in Freedom of 
Information requests to find out. 
As, no doubt, will the increasingly 
fractious band of MPs - Mitchell 
and Mangnall among them - who 
are still pressing for a vote on the 
original reduction from the 0.7 per 
cent cap. 

The Prime Minister and his 
Chancellor have been warned. 
THE INDEPENDENT 


Cathy Newman presents ‘Channel 4 
News, weekdays, at 7pm 
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What sort of 
place is Britain? 


Yasmin Alibhai-Brown 
hit the nail on the head (“In 
Tory Britain, royalism 
is religion’, Opinion, 19 
May) and since Brexit 

| would add extreme 
patriotism to that. We 
seem to have become 
avery inward-looking 
people. God help us! 
PENNY JOSEPH 
SHOREHAM-BY-SEA, 
WEST SUSSEX 





Yasmin Alibhai-Brown 
continues to jumble 
three separate issues 
together - royalism, 
Brexit and the Tory party, 
which tends to generalise 
and stereotype those 
who agree with any or all 
of these issues. 
Unfortunately for 
those on the left and 
particularly those trying 
to sort out the Labour 
Party, these are separate 
issues. There are plenty 
of republicans who agree 





with Brexit and plenty 
of Tories who wanted to 
stay inthe EU. Amore 
sophisticated approach 
to politics is required by 
those left of centre if any 
progress is to be made. 
CHRISTOPHER 
BATTISON 

SIDCUP. KENT 


Covid heroes 
deserve better 


Jenny McGee's decision 
to resign from the NHS 
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is unsurprising (“Nurse 
who cared for PM 
resigns in NHS protest’, 
1,19 May). 

The Government 
should have given the 
nurses a 2.5 per cent 
rise (not 1 per cent) in 
recognition of what 
they have done in the 
Covid-19 crisis. 

However, one must 
not forget the likes of 
supermarket workers 
and delivery drivers who 
played their part too. Yes, 
their roles may be less 
skilled, but their pension 
arrangements (a part of 
a worker's remuneration 
package) are distinctly 
less generous than the 
NHS one. 

DAVID RIMMER 
HERTFORD HEATH, 
HERTFORDSHIRE 


We can be good 
neighbours 


It clearly makes a Lot of 
sense to substitute a 
trade relationship with 
Australia, a country of 
25 million people on the 
other side of the world 
(“Farmers ‘thrown under 
bus”, i, 20 May), for one 
with a trade bloc of 447 
million people 22 miles 
away. Also very good for 
our carbon footprint. 
JOHN TELLING 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, 
KENT 


Not singing 
their praises 


| belong to a 25-strong 
ladies’ choir which met 
safely for four weeks 
last October. With all the 
precautionary measures 
in place, and the benefit 
of a large and well- 
ventilated rehearsal 
space, we were expecting 
to be able to resume 

this week. 

However, with the 
new Government ruling 
this is not to be - totally 
unjustified, as the one 
difference between then 
and now is that we are 
now all vaccinated. 

| suppose we shall have 
to go to the pub instead. 
VALERIE McMILLAN 
LONDON SW16 


Why risk travel 
sickness? 
| wonder if travelling 


abroad this year ("Red 
list travel queue chaos 





E-scooters can be dangerous and action is needed to 





"ly oe 





regulate their sale and use, says a reader AFP/GETTY 


people's lives and the 
dire reinfection of this 
deadly virus. 

Of course everyone 
yearns for sunshine 
and warmth in this 
very fickle spring, and 
naturally the aviation 
and tourism sectors 
want bums on seats in 
planes, as quickly as 
possible. But somehow 
this has to be weighed up 
with the ever-changing 
Government flight paths. 

Itis a balancing act 
and one that is perhaps 
not entirely compatible 
with our still dangerous 
pandemic times. 
JUDITHA DANIELS 
GREAT YARMOUTH, 
NORFOLK 


Silent scooters 
are amenace 


E-scooters are an 
increasingly common 
hazard on roads and 
pavements. Two days ago 
as | waited fora bus near 
avery busy roundabout, 

| was astonished and 
angered to see two 
women on e-scooters, 
each witha small child 
standing on the footplate 
in front of them, take the 
roundabout at speed, 
causing other traffic 

to brake suddenly, 
seemingly oblivious to 
the danger. 

Being totally silent 
they are far more 
dangerous than 
motorbikes. Urgent 
action is needed to 
regulate the sale and use 
of e-scooters. 





New year, new 
class struggle 


Your article on the 
possible restructuring of 
the school year (i, 19 May) 
stressed in particular 
the preferences of 

heads and parents. No 
mention whatever was 
made of the rank and 

file classroom teacher, 
who would actually 

be implementing this 
initiative. Sadly, this was 
only to be expected. 
RICHARD MERWOOD 
SALISBURY, WILTSHIRE 


Fees and jobs 
beat free speech 


Having taught at one 
university, beena 
student at three and 
visited many, |am 
mystified by politicians’ 
claims that “wokism” 
and no-platforming are 
a danger to free speech. 
("No 10 is weaponising 
free speech’, Opinion, 
20 May). From my 
experience, most of the 
time most universities 
dont offer any 
platforms to anybody. 
Student unions are 
mainly concerned with 
providing employability 
support and discounts at 
shops; “political” events 
are sparsely attended. 
High tuition fees have 
tended to make students 
into rational consumers 
who don't want anything 
to interfere with the 
educational product they 
are paying for. Most have 
little interest in politics. 
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SOCIETY 


We cant let LGBTO 
people get away with 
Sexual misconduct 








n response to accusations from 
multiple women that he exposed 
himself on the sets of sci-fi 
dramas Torchwood and Doctor 
Who, the actor John Barrowman has 
apologised for “tomfoolery”, saying 
that he “only ever intended in good 
humour to entertain colleagues on 
set and backstage”. 
While I believe his actions, 
first reported by The Guardian, 
were not intended to be sexual in 
nature, that’s hardly the point: this 
“tomfoolery” could be traumatic 
for others and reeks of double 
standards. Some gay men are not 
held accountable for such behaviour. 
The allegations emerged after 
a video of actor Noel Clarke, who 
is facing accusations of sexual 
harassment, resurfaced on social 
media. In the clip Clarke, who was 
speaking at a panel event in 2005, 
said his Doctor Who colleague 
Barrowman exposed himself on 
set - even resting his penis on the 
shoulder of a crew member. Clarke 
says he believes Barrowman evaded 
a backlash “because he’s a gay man”. 
While Clarke oversimplified the 
issue, it’s true that the actions of 
some are not taken as seriously as 
the actions of others. It should be 
obvious that LGBTQ people ought 
to be held to the same standards 
as their straight counterparts over 
sexually inappropriate behaviour. 
But sadly, some LGBTQ people play 
by their own rules. 
“SHOW ME YOUR ASS!” 
That’s what Barrowman once 
barked at me at an event where 
he was performing. He smiled 
confidently as he said it and 
maintained eye contact, which felt 
even creepier. He seemed unaware 
of how he had made everyone 
around him feel, including me. 
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This was years before 
#MeToo, and any thoughts about 
appropriateness were quickly 
overtaken by feelings of shock. I 
laughed nervously - had this actually 
happened? But I know I am not the 
only one to have had experiences like 
this - my friends all have stories. 

A survey by men’s health charity 
GMEA revealed that 62 per cent of 
British gay men have been touched 
in a bar without their consent. There 
is anarrative among some LGBTQ 
men that it’s OK to be aggressive 
with flirtation, whether verbal 
or physical. But there is a crucial 
difference between consensual 
ageressive sexual or flirtatious acts 
and unwanted, unprovoked acts. 

There are reasons some men act 
in these ways. In the queer male 
sphere, so much is sexualised. 
Topless images of men wearing 
tiny underwear are the go-to for 
nightlife promotional material, and 
in LGBTQ bars and clubs aggressive 
sexual advances are normalised. It’s 
not uncommon to have a guy grab 
your crotch on a night out and act as 
if they’ve done you a favour. 

Such attitudes are problematic 
and gay men in particular need to 
change their assumptions about 
how other men wish to be spoken 
to. Change must come from the 
top: queer establishments and 
prominent individuals must start 
calling out bad behaviour to set a 
precedent. More signage warning 
of the repercussions of unwanted 
touching or non-consensual 
advances in bars, for example, would 
help to start changing the narrative. 

LGBTQ people should, if anything, 
be even more aware of the damaging 
mental health repercussions of 
unwanted approaches. Members of 
queer communities are statistically 
more likely to experience mental 
health struggles than straight 
people, and therefore are in great 
need of being protected from 
inappropriate sexual advances. 

Men like Barrowman need to 
understand the consequences 
of their actions. If we start a 
conversation about abuse of power 
within queer communities, people 
will think twice before they grab or 
bulldoze in with their comments. 


Barrowman 
is accused of 
inappropriate 
acts onset, 
including 
repeatedly 
exposing 

his genitals, 
which he 
called 
‘tomfoolery’ 
STUART GC 
WILSON/GETTY 
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Israelis simply restoring calm by bombing Gaza 


MIDDLE EAST 


he important point to 
remember if you want 
to understand what’s 
happening in Gaza is, as 
most reports say, “missiles have 
been launched by both sides”. 

It’s true that one side has missiles 
that are part of an annual $20m 
(£14m) military budget, launched 
from fighter jets that can demolish a 
high-rise building in a few seconds, 














and the other has missiles that are 
bits of gunpowder from disused 
Catherine wheels, launched witha 
catapult made from dead squirrels, 
but they’re both firing missiles. 

Israeli bombs have demolished 
some of the tallest buildings in Gaza. 
This fondness for destroying tall 
buildings seems to be a technique 
they have borrowed from al-Qaeda, 
so it’s heartening to know that 
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despite all the bad feeling between 
them, the Israeli government and 
jihadist terrorists can put aside 
their differences and learn from 
each other. 

The Israeli army refers to 
the deaths of 227 civilians as 
“unfortunate unintended civilian 
casualties”. And it is terrible 
unfortunate unintended 
bad luck, to go about 
your lawful business of 


blowing upa residential gj aa = 


building, only to 
discover there were 
residents in there. 
Benjamin 
Netanyahu said the 
bombs have been 
launched to “restore 
calm” - after all, the most 
efficient way to restore calm in 
any situation is to blow up a block of 
flats. This is why the sound of a block 
of flats exploding is the common 
background on a meditation tape, as 
it helps control you to control your 
breathing and find your inner calm. 
One of the bombed buildings 
included the office for the news 
agency Al Jazeera, and the office of 
the Associated Press. The Israeli 
army said Hamas were using 
the building, though no one has 
provided any evidence for this. 
What a coincidence, that the press 
agencies the Israeli government 
detest happen to have offices in the 
same building as Hamas, making it 
a target. 














It’s ashame we can’t all do this. 
If someone annoys us, such as a 
company that keeps calling and 
asking if you’ve had an accident in 
the past 12 months, it would be so 
much easier if we could demolish 
their building and get away with it 
by saying we thought Hamas were in 


there somewhere. 


There’s something quite 
sweet about the Israeli 
explanations, as if they 
come from the mind of 
a four-year-old. “No 
=| right, but, yeah all 
fea 8 right, the building was 
J knocked over, right, 

Y hut they must have 
done it themselves.” 
Among other military 
targets have been a mattress 

factory and an ice cream factory, 
and we can all see the threat posed 
by those sinister items. I expect next 
on the list will be a bouncy castle and 
a trifle. 

But the most important aspect of 
the current bombing is probably its 
complete predictability. Once every 
three or four years this happens, 
in exactly the same way, then in 
between times you forget about it 
a bit and assume it’s not so bad and 
wonder if the Israeli government has 
developed a touch of compassion. 

Then you realise the reason for 
the gap is they’re just waiting for 
everything to get rebuilt so they can 
unintentionally knock it all down 
again. THE INDEPENDENT 
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Words matter 
when naming 
Variants 


1617, a variant of Covid-19 

first noticed in India and 

now present in the UK, is 

commonly being referred to 
as the “Indian variant”. While lam 
deeply concerned about the spread 
of the virus and its re-emergence in 
a mutated form, I am also troubled 
by the widespread use of the phrase 
“Indian variant”. When I first heard 
it on the radio, my heart sank. 

I was reminded of how Donald 
Trump labelled Covid the “kung fiu” 
and “China virus” and how, during 
the pandemic, there has been an 
increase in violent racialised attacks 
against Asian Americans. 

Language plays a crucial 
role in the communication and 
maintenance of stereotypes. Once 
labels are assigned to people, it is 
easy to assign stereotypes to these 
labels too - one negative attribute 
can affect the perception of a whole 
country and community. 





Racism against South Asians 
and the people of India is nothing 
new, but Iam worried that as 
awareness of the Indian variant 
grows it will become worse. The UK 
Government and media have also 
consistently demonised immigrant 
populations for the high number of 
Covid-19 cases and for their vaccine 
hesitancy, without taking into 
account the systemic and structural 
biases which have led to this. 

The World Health Organisation 
has labelled this strain along with 
10 others as variants of interest and 
concern. Its regional office for South 
East Asia also tweeted that it does 
not “identify viruses or variants with 
names of countries they are first 
reported from”. Instead it refers to 
them by their “scientific names” and 
requests “all to do the same”. 

Scientists have also highlighted 
that such descriptions are 
inaccurate because it is impossible 
to say whether patient zero of each 
variant was a resident of or visitor 
to that country, and all variants have 
been identified beyond the countries 
in which they were first located. 

We need a system to label Covid 
variants, but until the scientific 
community can agree on this more 
needs to be done to disassociate 
variants from communities and 
countries. Until then, I will be 
making a conscious decision to 
use the scientific names for these 
variants. Perhaps you could too. 


Dr Pragya Agarwal is a behavioural 
and data scientist and author of Sway: 
Unravelling Unconscious Bias 
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Beginners luck: metal detectorist 
finds stolen treasure on 


By Sam Clark 


An amateur metal detectorist 
has returned the collection 
of stolen ancient treasures 
that he uncovered on his first 
ever search. 

Charles Cartwright, 43, 
struck silver while on a hunt in 
Polfields Coppice in Doddenham, 
Worcestershire, on 7 May, after 
unearthing a large jug containing 
nearly 300 historic items. 

Mr Cartwright said that the 
silver jug had an Aldi carrier 
bag inside it. The bag, he 


discovered, contained 271 other 
items including Egyptian relics, 
medieval and Bronze Age pieces. 

He thought at first that he had 
made an incredible discovery, but 
the Aldi bag suggested, perhaps 
not surprisingly, that there was 
something amiss. 

He contacted the police and 
it emerged that the items had 
been stolen from an anonymous 
collector four years earlier. 

West Mercia Police said that 
the items were worth more than 
£5,000. The collector said the 
items were stolen from his home 


first hunt 


in Ludlow, Shropshire, and that 
he never expected he would see 
them again. 

He said it was “wonderful” to 
be reunited with the relics and 
that he was “extremely grateful” 
to Mr Cartwright. 

He added that Mr Cartwright 
had declined the offer ofa 
reward, but said he hoped to “buy 
him a pint or two” in the future. 

Mr Cartwright said: “You 
always hear stories like this, but 
you never get to be a part of one. 
So it is exciting to be part of such 
a happy conclusion.” 





EDUCATION 


Disadvantaged children hit 
by pupil premium change 


By Will Hazell 
EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT 


A total of £118m could be lost from 
school budgets in England this year 
because of a government change 
in how funding for disadvantaged 
children is calculated, councils 
have said. 

State schools receive extra “pupil 
premium” funding for every disad- 
vantaged pupil they have. 

However, for the 2021-22 finan- 
cial year the funding will be based 
on an October 2020 census of pu- 
pils instead of the usual January 
2021 census. 

As aresult, schools with children 
who have become eligible for this 
funding during the intervening pe- 


riod will not receive any extra fund- 
ing for another whole year. 
The change has been branded a 


“stealth cut” toschoolsbyhead- _ 


teachers and Labour. 

A survey of councils 
and analysis of official 
figures by the Local 
Government Asso- 
ciation (LGA) suggests 
there will be a loss 
of £98m for primary 
schools and £25m for sec- 
ondary schools. 

It said the change equated to 
an average loss of about £600,000 
in primary school pupil premium 
funding per local authority area. 

Councillor Teresa Heritage 
(inset), the vice chairman of the 









LGA’s children and young people 
board, said: “Pupil premium is vital 
to support the Government’s level- 
ling up agenda and education recov- 
ery plans. 

“It is imperative the Government 
ensures that no school loses out in 
receiving this vital funding this year 
and that no child is left behind.” 
Paul Whiteman, the general 
secretary of the National 
Association of Head 
Teachers, said: “The 

Government has made 
bold claims about their 
ambitions for recovery 
and said that no child 
will be left behind. 
“But by implementing 
this pupil premium change 
in the middle of the pandemic the 
Government has actively removed 
support for children who are most 
in need of help.” 

The Department for Education 

was contacted for comment. 
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Britons get a taste 


for healthier food 
that is also good 













for the planet 


By Tom Bawden 
ENVIRONMENT CORRESPONDENT 


British diets have become much 
more environment-friendly since the 
pandemic struck, with 48 per cent of 
consumers paying greater attention 
to where their food comes from, a 
survey suggests. 

Covid has accelerated the trend 
towards healthier, more sustainable 
diets as people came to appreciate 
nature - and worry about their health 
~more during lockdown, it found. 

As aresult, 57 per cent of the popu- 
lation have reduced their meat and 
fish consumption - while 46 per cent 
want their animal products to be 
ethically farmed, increasingly opting 
for the likes of free-range poultry and 
MSC-certified fish, according to the 
survey of 1,000 UK adults. 

“Many were making considered 
food choices to minimise their car- 
bon footprints before the pandemic. 
But Covid has pushed more people 
to think about the types of food they 
are eating and how this is produced, 
based on environmental impact and 
health,” said Graeme McCracken, 
managing director at Proagrica, the 
agricultural software company that 
conducted the survey. 

“With more shoppers actively 
looking for certification kitemarks 
when shopping, the pressure is grow- 
ing on food suppliers to prove 
ethical standards are being 
upheld. The industry 
must work collabora- 
tively to build a food 
system that is entirely 
traceable,” he said. 

The survey also 
showed that 71 per cent 
are reducing food miles 
by purchasing local pro- 
duce, while 37 per cent say 
they are now eating more organic 
food. The same number are choosing 










57% 


Proportion of UK 
adults who have 
reduced their 
meat and fish 
consumptionin 
the past year 


Fast-food packaging 
‘uses harmful chemicals’ 


Major fast food companies are selling 
meals in packaging “intentionally 
treated” with harmful chemicals, a 
study by a group of eight European 
non-profit organisations suggests. 

So-called “forever chemicals” 
were identified in disposable food 
packaging used by major brands 
across Europe, including McDonald's 
and Subway in the UK. The findings 
have sparked warnings for the public 
to avoid accepting disposable food 
packaging at fast food outlets. 

Per- and polyfluorinated alkyl 
substances - PFAS - area family 
of about 5,000 different chemicals, 
used to make non-stick and 
grease-repellent products, such 
as waterproof jackets, non-stick 
cookware and food packaging. But 
they hardly degrade, leading to 
increasing pollution levels. 

Many are thought to be toxic, with 
two of the most studied chemicals in 
the family - PFOA and PFOS - found 
to cause cancer and disrupt foetal 
development. They have been banned 
under the Stockholm Convention. 

Madeleine Cuff 


more “alt-protein” in their diet, such 
as soya bean, plant-based 
meat and pea protein. 
The survey also re- 
vealed that 48 per cent 
of UK consumers think 
using less pesticide 
should be the top envi- 
ronmental priority for 
farmers, while 20 per 
cent consider the main 
focus as reducing water 
use through smart irrigation, 
rainwater recycling and recovery 
and other methods. 





ENVIRONMENT 


Wooden bodyboards make waves 


By Sam Clark 


Surf shops in popular tour- 
ist areas are offering free hire of 
wooden bodyboards this summer 
to fight the “obvious problem” of 
polystyrene pollution. 

Shops in Devon, Cornwall, Sussex 
and Pembrokeshire have said they 
will hire out wooden bodyboards for 
free, instead of the usual cheaply 
bought polystyrene ones. 

According to environmental cam- 
paigners, thousands of polystyrene 
boards are thrown away every sum- 
mer, sometimes after only one use. 

The seaside village of Westward 


Ho! in Devon has even banned the 
sale of polystyrene boards. 

Jamie Johnstone, of Dick Pearce 
Bellyboards in Newquay, said: “I got 
so fed up with seeing all the polysty- 
rene boards dumped on the beach - 
there is an obvious problem.” 

Campaign group Plastic Free 
Torridge estimated that more than 
16,000 polystyrene boards are dis- 
carded on UK beaches each year. 

A spokesman for the group, An- 
drew Cross, said: “They are poor 
value and bad for the environment. 
Polystyrene is fragile and crumbles 
easily, posing a danger to sea and 
shore life alike.” 
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Buses carrying 





By Fadi Tawil 
IN BEIRUT 


Lebanese mobs attacked buses 
and cars carrying Syrian expatri- 
ates and those who fled the war 
heading to the Syrian embassy in 
Beirut, protesting against what 
they said was an organised vote for 
President Bashar Assad. 

Mr Assad is running for a fourth 
seven-year term - facing symbolic 
competition from two candidates. 

Voting within Syria is expected 
next week, while Syrians abroad 
cast their votes yesterday. 

The election is the second since 
the country’s civil war broke out 10 
years ago and is seen by the opposi- 
tion as well as Western and some 


refugees voting for 
Assad attacked 





Arab countries as a sham designed 
to give the incumbent a new man- 
date with a veneer of legitimacy. 

Scattered mobs of anti-Syrian 
Lebanese, most of them from the 
Christian right-wing Forces group, 
waited for convoys of cars and 
buses carrying Syrian voters at 
intersections in Beirut, outside the 
capital and in the eastern Bekaa re- 
gion. They pelted them with rocks 
and smashed windows with sticks. 
In one incident an attacker pushed 
a wooden stick inside a car, pok- 
ing the driver as others smashed 
the windshield. 

Buses carrying hundreds of vot- 
ers featured pictures of the incum- 
bent president on the windows. 

“They don’t need to carry pic- 


= et =f 


AG 
% r= 7 


=e ir ¥ 
mh 





Lebanese soldiers scuffle with a | 
member of the Forces group 


tures and flags for an absurd crim- 
inal regime,” said Fadi Nader, one 
protester. “If they want to vote, 
they can go home and vote there... 
Since they love Bashar Assad, why 
don’t they go home?” 

Lebanese army soldiers stood 
guard as Syrian citizens who live 
in Lebanon queued outside their 
embassy to cast their ballots. The 
UN agency for refugees, UNHCR, 
said it had reports from Syrian ref- 
ugees they were pressured before 
the elections to cast their vote. 
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ACROSS 

1 Extremely summary trial for 
scoundrel? (7) 

5 Hint of balsamic in salad 
saucer for tossing (7) 

Q Stock of pieces abouta 
politician (9) 

10 Clock element of wordplay 
(crossword hints for 
beginners) (5) 

11 Animal artist left out for 
good when front-runner for 
Turner's introduced (7) 

12 Entering feverish rut time, 
| will be in my flipping 
element (7) 

13 Cry in anguish by woman 
clasping Casablanca bar 
owner as path to better 
things (6,5,4) 


17 Prepare to enter case perhaps 
for murder (49,2) 

19 Mix up salt witha kitchen 
utensil (7) 

21 Covering a blemish with 
mother's make-up (7) 

23 News provider covered up 
threat to plant (5) 

24 Practitioner reset toes during 
operation at hospital (9) 

25 On the fringes of old part of 
forest covering miles (7) 

26 Start melody ala Singin in the 
Rain? (4-3) 


DOWN 

1 Source of seed capital for 
Asian investing in coach 
route (7) 

2 What's my line? Producing 
those! (5) 

3 Poor creature who's boring in 
bed? (9) 

4. Youll hear it if Violet 
Elizabeth has a thing for 
undergarment (5) 

5 Following instrument around 
past West Indies under 
computer control (3-2-4) 

6 President's put down 
contribution to discussion (5) 

7 msurprised outlaw's 
captured marsupial (9) 

8 Dug up old philosopher, 
dead (7) 

14 Eagerly enjoy a tipple (4,1,4) 

15 Brains intermittently in 
abundance in old Indian 
city (9) 

16 Takes heart, getting record 
win, perhaps? (4,5) 

17 What'll relax and invigorate? 
Say, tea when served up (7) 

18 One making obscene 
exhibition more bling (7) 

20 University’s sculpted nude is 
inappropriate (5) 

21 Slogan encapsulated by 
‘Bottoms Up!’ (5) 

22 Clothing for Arab horse on the 
wagon? (5) 


Stuck on the cryptic crossword? For today’s solutions, call 0905 789 3580. Calls cost 80p per minute plus your network 
access charge. If you are having trouble accessing this number, please call our helpdesk on 0333 202 3390. 


Full terms and conditions can be found on page 33 
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Dozens of Republicans 
back Capitol riot inquiry 


By Alan Fram 
IN WASHINGTON 


Nearly three dozen Republicans in 
the US House of Representatives 
defied former president Donald 
Trump and joined Democrats in 
voting to investigate the 6 January 
attack on the Capitol, risking the 
wrath of party leaders who called 
the proposal unnecessary. 

The 35 Republican mavericks 
were led by New York representa- 
tive John Katko, who wrote the 
measure with Homeland Secu- 
rity Committee chairman Bennie 
Thompson, fighting against the 
potency Mr Trump still has among 
Republicans and a partisanship 
that often confounds even mun- 
dane legislation. 

“T encourage all members, Re- 
publicans and Democrats alike, 
to put down their swords for once, 
just for once, and support this bill,” 
Mr Katko said before the House 
approved the measure. 

The defectors represented a 
significant slice of House Republi- 
cans, of whom 175 opposed the leg- 
islation, underscoring the party’s 
rift as some politicians supported 
an investigation of the violent 
Capitol attack while leaders tried 
to avoid enraging the former presi- 


52 
fortification ple 
US lawmakers approved a $1.9bn 
(£1.3bn) plan to fortify the Capitol 
after pro-Irump supporters 
stormed it earlier this year. 

Democrat representatives 
voted the deal past Republican 
opposition to try to improve the 
building's security with retractable 
fencing and a quick-response 
force. It follows approval 
of the formation of 
an independent 
commission to 
investigate the deadly 
siege by Trump 
supporters ina failed 
attempt to overturn Joe 
Biden's election. 

The two measures face an 
uncertain outcome in the evenly 
divided Senate, however. 

House Appropriations 
Committee chair Rosa DeLauro, 
who was trapped in the House 
gallery that day, said: “This bill is 
about ensuring that every person 
who comes into the Capitol is safe 
and is protected.” Republicans 
argued that it too expensive and no 
fencing is needed. 









dent, whose support they believe 
they will need to win House control 
in the 2022 elections. 

All 10 Republicans who voted 
in January to impeach Mr Trump 
for encouraging his supporters 
to storm the Capitol supported 
the plan for a bipartisan commis- 
sion. Most of the 35 Republicans 
backing the commission were 
moderates. The 10 who backed im- 
peachment included Mr Katko and 
Liz Cheney, Mr Trump’s most 
prominent House Repub- 
. lican critic. She did not 

«=\ speak during Wednes- 
~eme day’s debate, but after 
—— qi the vote she tweeted 
"ew a message urging the 
‘a §6Senate to approve the 

my commission, saying: 
“Some things must be 
above politics.” 
The vote came a week after 
her colleagues dumped her from a 
Republican leadership position for 
repeatedly criticising Mr Trump 
for his role in the attack and his 
false claims that he lost the elec- 
tion because of widespread voting 
fraud. Opposing the commission 
was Greg Pence, the brother of 
former vice president Mike Pence, 
who was in the Capitol during 
the attack. AP 
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Murals depicting the Aztec capital, Tenochtitlan, decorate the Tacubaya metro station in Mexico City AP 


‘Painful birth of a nation commemorated 


By Mark Stevenson 


Mexico City is marking 500 
years since the Spanish siege 
of the capital then known as 
Tenochtitlan, a moment seen 
as either the birth of modern 
Mexico or the start of centuries 
of virtual enslavement. 

The battle started on 22 
May 1521, and lasted until the 
Aztec city finally fell to the 
conquistadores on 13 August. 


It was one of the few times that 
an organised indigenous army 
fought European colonisers 
toa standstill for months, 
and the final defeat helped set 
the template for much of the 
colonisation that followed. 
“The fall of Tenochtitlan 
opened the modern history 
of the West,” said historian 
Salvador Rueda, director of the 
city’s Chapultepec Museum. 
A plaque in the city’s “Plaza 


of Three Cultures” honours 
indigenous Mexico, Spanish 
colonialism and the “modern” 
mixed-race Mexico. 

The cultures are represented 
by aruined Aztec temple, 
a Spanish colonial church 
built on the ruins and a 1960s 
government building. “It was 
neither a triumph nor a defeat. 
It was the painful birth of the 
Mestizo [mixed-race] Mexico 
today,” the plaque reads. AP 
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AFGHANISTAN 


Tribal elders 
broker ceasefire 


Tribal elders in eastern 
Afghanistan have achieved 
something that has long eluded 
world leaders - a ceasefire 
between the Taliban and the 
Afghan government. 

The month-long stoppage in 
hostilities in the Alingar district 
of Laghman province, one of 
the hardest hit by violence, 
was called to allow farmers to 
harvest their wheat crop and 
students to sit annual exams. 

The elders drafted a demand 
letter, known as an “ariza’, 
which was then signed by two 
local officials from the Taliban 
and the government. REUTERS 





RUSSIA 


Navalny ‘close 
to full health’ 


The Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny 
has “more or less” recovered his 
health following a hunger strike, 
the head of Russia’s prison service 
has claimed. 

Mr Navalny is serving a two-and- 
a-half year sentence for parole vio- 
lations he claims were trumped up. 

“T can say he has more or less re- 
covered his health,” the Tass news 
agency quoted Alexander Kalash- 
nikov as saying. “He already weighs 
82kg. He is eating normally and has 
the possibility of communicating 
with his family.” 

The 44-year-old opposition 
politician began a hunger strike in 
March. REUTERS 





COLOMBIA 


Venezuelans in 
anti-Maduro plot 


jailed for six years 


By Joshua Goodman 
IN MIAMI 


A Colombian judge sentenced 
three Venezuelan men to six 
years in prison for helping 

to organise a plot to remove 
Venezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro, involving former US 


special forces troops. In March, 
the men pleaded guilty to 
working with Jordan Goudreau, 
an ex-Green Beret and Irag war 
veteran, in organising a ragtag 
army of a few dozen Venezuelan 
military deserters intent on 
overthrowing Venezuela’s 
far-left regime. 

The so-called Operation 
Gideon ended with six 
insurgents dead and two of 
Mr Goudreau’s former special 
forces comrades behind bars 
in Caracas. AP 





Postcard 
From... 


Geneva 


The French pianist Eric Artz 
performed for the first time in 
seven months in Geneva, after 
Switzerland eased Covid-19 
restrictions and allowed 
concert venues to readmit 
limited numbers of guests. 

“Tt’s a lot of emotion after 
this first concert because it’s 
been seven months now that I 
have not been able to perform 
on stage. So here I’m coming 
back to life,” Artz said after his 
show at the 19th-century Les 
Salons theatre. 

For his candle-lit comeback, 
the artist decided to trade 
Chopin and Beethoven for 
Japanese manga anime 








songs such as “Dragon Ball Z” 
and “Pokémon”. 

“It’s difficult to not have 
these cultural places where 
we can go and just enjoy things 
we like,” said concert-goer 
Laurane Pinard, who felt 
“privileged” to be there. 

Only 50 people were allowed 
into the show, where masks 
and social distancing measures 
were mandatory. 

“The only problem was 
it’s very complicated to have 
50 persons in a room, but 
we wanted to produce those 
shows to give culture its taste 
back,” said Solal Azeroual, 
artistic director of event 
organiser Fever. 

Switzerland is preparing 
to allow 3,000-person events 
for vaccinated attendees from 
July if infections continue their 
downward trajectory. REUTERS 


Cecile Mantovani 





TURKEY 


Video allegations by crime 





By Ece Toksabay 
IN ANKARA 


A gang leader’s video allegations of 
corruption among government fig- 
ures has gripped millions of Turks, 
threatening to tarnish the image 
of a government already strug- 
gling with economic woes and the 
Covid-19 outbreak. 

Sedat Peker, a convicted criminal 
gang leader who has a large follow- 
ing on social media, has released the 
sixth of a series of videos on YouTube 
which have evolved into a bitter dis- 
pute with the interior minister, Suley- 
man Soylu. 

“Clean Suleyman, lion Suleyman. 





Convicted gang leader Sedat Peker | 
has a large following on social media 


He sent a tweet about me calling me 
‘dirty mafia’... I will tell you today 
about ‘clean Suleyman’,” Peker said 
in one video. 


boss shake nation’s politics 


Peker, who has served several jail 
sentences in Turkey and says he is 
now in Dubai, has made uncorrobo- 
rated allegations regarding suspi- 
cious deaths, rape and drug dealing. 
He alleges links to officials close to 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

The six videos have been viewed as 
many as 30 million times in total. 

Mr Erdogan said his government 
had brought peace to the country by 
tackling such criminal gangs and that 
it would “foil this dirty script too”. 

Mr Soylu has filed a criminal com- 
plaint against Peker in response to 
the videos, calling for an inquiry into 
the allegations made and for Peker to 
be charged with slander. REUTERS 
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Taxi to 
nowhere 


Hundreds of taxi 
drivers block roadsin 
Barcelona yesterday 
in protest against the 
proliferation of private 
chauffeur services that 
are not affiliated with 
me taxicompanies. They 
‘ees Say that holders of such 
Aaa» “VTClicences” should 
be forced to comply 
with the same rules as 
taxi drivers. 

ALBERT GEAIREUTERS 





POLAND 





By Jan Strupczewski 
IN BRUSSELS 


A new law that allows Poland’sjustice 
minister to influence the placement 
of judges in higher courts is incom- 
patible with European Union trea- 
ties, the advocate general at the EU’s 
highest court has declared. 

The opinion of Evgeni Tanchev, the 


Judicial reform ‘breaches EU treaties’ 


head of the European Court of Jus- 
tice (ECJ), is yet another blow to the 
hard-right ruling coalition in Poland. 
It has been at odds with the EU over 
the changes it has been introducing 
to the judiciary since it took power in 
late 2015. 

The ECJ usually follows the opin- 
ion of the advocate general. “[T]he 
minimum guarantees necessary to 





ensure the indispensable separation 
of powers between the executive and 
the judiciary are no longer present,” 
the advocate general said. 

“The national rules at issue do 
not offer safeguards sufficient to in- 
Spire... reasonable confidence that 
the judges sitting on the panel are 
not subject to external pressure and 
political influence.” REUTERS 





GREECE 


Residents flee as 
Wildfire rages 


A large wildfire in a forest in 
Greece has damaged homes and 
prompted evacuations. 

Fire service officials said eight 
water-dropping planes and three 
helicopters were trying to contain 
the blaze 45 miles west of Athens, 
near the resort town of Loutraki. 

Yesterday authorities issued 
evacuation orders for six 
settlements, in an area with many 
holiday homes, and two Orthodox 
Christian monasteries. AP 





MYANMAR 


Military chiefs 
visit Moscow 


Leaders from Myanmar’s junta are 
in Moscow to attend an exhibition of 
combat helicopters. 

Maung Maung Kyaw, the air force 
chief, is under US sanctions over the 
coup which seized power from Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s elected government. 

Russia has said that it wants to 
strengthen military ties with Myan- 
mar despite the coup, and its deputy 
defence minister, Alexander Fomin, 
met the junta leader, senior general 
Min Aung Hlaing. 





IRAN 


UN seeks nuclear 
deal extension 


The UN nuclear watchdog said 
it was still in talks with Iran 
about extending a three-month 
monitoring deal that expires 
today, adding that an update 
was imminent. 

“The International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
and Iran are currently in 
consultations regarding the 
implementation of the existing 
understanding,” the agency said 
inastatement. REUTERS 
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Spanish selena in Ceuta sale a a boy who used plastic bottles to float around the sea aborder from Morocco fF REUTE RS 





AUSTRALIA 


Man killed 
intruder and 
kept body for 
lb years 


By Akshita Jain 


An Australian man killed an 
intruder and lived with his corpse 
for 15 years, using more than 70 
bottles of air freshener to hide the 
smell of decomposition. 

Shane Snellman’s remains 
were found in 2018 at the estate 
of Bruce Roberts in Greenwich, 
Sydney, after the latter died of 
natural causes in 2017. Severe 
injuries were found on Mr 
Snellman’s corpse, according 
to reports. 

During an inquest, Derek Lee, 
deputy New South Wales coroner, 
said Mr Snellman was a petty 
criminal and died of a gunshot 
wound after breaking into Mr 
Roberts’ house in October 2002, 
according to The Australian. 

The likeliest scenario was that 
Mr Snellman had attempted to 
break into Mr Roberts’ home, but 
the homeowner caught and killed 
him, Mr Lee said. 

In 2017, Mr Roberts’ body was 
found after neighbours called the 
authorities after letters started 
to pile up outside his house. Mr 
Snellman’s body was discovered 
in 2018 by cleaners who were 
employed to clear the estate. 

Advocate Tina Xanthos told 
the court more than 70 bottles 
of air freshener were discovered 
around Mr Snellman’s body in 
what she said was a “conscious 
effort to mask the smell”. Police 
also found 19 illegal firearms and 
ammunition in the house. 
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SPAIN 





By Taz Ali 


Disturbing footage which appears to 
show police pushing migrants into 
the sea has emerged in Spain. 

About 8,000 people have crossed 
the border from Morocco into the 
neighbouring Spanish enclave of 
Ceuta in the past two days. 

Many of them swam around a 
breakwater to reach the Spanish ter- 
ritory, with migrants spending the 
night in overcrowded warehouses 
under the gaze of Spanish police. 

Spain’s interior ministry said the 
military was drafted in and more 
than half of the migrants were sent 
back to Morocco. 

A video shared online, taken by 
the local Faro TV channel, allegedly 
shows Spanish authorities at a beach 
pushing people into the water. 

“We have never seen such an ar- 
rival of this magnitude,” a Red Cross 
charity spokeswoman said. “The city 
has the means to take care of all the 


Police ‘push Ceuta 
migrants into sea’ 
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people that arrive to its shores, but 
you never imagine that you will face 
this type of situation.” 

The footage was shared on Twitter 
by the Belgian MEP Guy Verhofstadt, 
who said: “We fail to tackle migration 
together, because some governments 
veto any progress. 

“So we fail altogether: no hu- 
mane treatment of migrants, no 
effective shield against illegal migra- 
tion, no route for legal migration. 
Everybody loses.” 

Spanish officers fired tear gas into 
the buffer zone between the coun- 
tries to discourage more crossings, 
while some people rowed small wood- 
en boats to reach the beach where au- 
thorities waited. 

About 2,000 children and teenag- 
ers were sent to warehouses run by 
charity groups, where the dire situ- 
ation has left some of them sleeping 
on the floor and in tent beds. Many of 
the teenagers climbed fences to try to 
escape the warehouses. 





FRANCE 


Sarkozy on trial again charged with 
illegally financing re-election effort 


By Nicolas Vaux-Montagny 
IN PARIS 


The disgraced former president 
Nicolas Sarkozy is on trial in France 
again, this time accused of illegally 
financing his unsuccessful 2012 
re-election campaign. 

Prosecutors say that Mr Sarkozy 
spent almost twice the maximum 
legal amount of €22.5m (£19.3m) 
on the presidential race he lost to 
Socialist Francois Hollande. He 
denies wrongdoing. 

Mr Sarkozy was not present at 
the Paris court, where he was rep- 
resented by his lawyers. The trial is 
scheduled to last until 22 June. 

Mr Sarkozy, who was president 
from 2007 until 2012, faces up to 
one year in prison and a fine of 


€3,750 if found guilty. The proceed- 
ings got under way less than three 
months after he was convicted 
of corruption and influence ped- 
dling in another case. He has ap- 
pealed against that verdict. 

Following several 
scandals, French law ¢ 
since 1990 has strict- 
ly limited political , 
campaign spending. 

According to the ju- 
dicial investigation in his 
case, Mr Sarkozy (inset) 
“indisputably benefited from 
fraud that allowed him to have, 
during his 2012 campaign, re- 
sources much superior to what the 
law authorised”. 

An investigative magistrate con- 
cluded that Mr Sarkozy and his 








close entourage decided to hold 
“spectacular and expensive rallies”. 
The campaign’s total cost allegedly 
reached at least €42.8m. 

The investigation did not es- 
tablish whether Mr Sarkozy 
allegedly participated in 
trying to cover up the 

overspending, which in- 
cluded forging invoices, 
or ordered fraudulent 
actions himself. 

In addition to the for- 
mer president, 12 other 
people and the company in 

charge of organising the campaign 
rallies are facing trial on charges 
that include forgery, breach of trust, 
fraud and complicity in illegal cam- 
paign financing. 

During the judicial investigation, 





UNITED STATES 


Bear attack survivor learns hard lesson 


By Clara Hill 


A man revealed how he survived 
being attacked by a bear while trek- 
king alone in the Alaska wilderness. 

Allen Minish, 61, was surveying in 
a forest in the Gulkana area, 1,990 
miles north-east of Anchorage, when 
he turned around and came face to 
face with a large bear. 

“T saw him and he saw me at the 
same time, and it’s scary,” he said 
from his Anchorage hospital bed, 
the day after the bear attacked him. 

Mr Minish claimed the bear was 


bigger than ones he had seen previ- 
ously, and he tried hiding from it in 
nearby spruce trees but the 300lb- 
plus bear simply crushed them, 
together with an aluminium trek- 
king pole he tried to defend himself 
with. “As he lunged up on top of me, 
I grabbed his lower jaw to pull him 
away,’ he said, noting that this was 
how he got a puncture wound in his 
hand. “But he tossed me aside there, 
grabbed a quarter of my face.” 

The mauling left Mr Minish with 
a crushed jaw, a puncture wound in 
his scalp so deep that bone was vis- 


ible and lacerations. He had to have 
several stitches in over fours hours 
of surgery. He has also had to wear a 
patch over his right eye. 

Despite being seriously hurt, he 
was able to call for help and direct 
rescuers to his position with GPS 
coordinates. He said he had lived 
in Alaska for over 40 years and had 
come into contact with bears before. 

Mr Minish said this was not some- 
thing he planned on doing again. 
“That’s the one lesson learned,” he 
said. “I should have had somebody 
with me.” 











some of them admitted wrongdoing. 
The former deputy campaign direc- 
tor, Jérdme Lavrilleux, described on 
national television in 2014 a system 
of fake invoices that allegedly al- 
lowed the conservative party, then 
named UMB., to pay for the campaign 
rallies, with the alleged complicity of 
public relations firm Bygmalion. The 
scandal prompted a destructive bat- 
tle within the party. REUTERS 
Mr Sarkozy retired from 


e 
{ l active politics in 2017 but 
still has a Lot of influence within 
The Republicans. French media 
have reported that he maintains 
regular contact with President 
Emmanuel Macron. 
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Ready... 
steady... 


nug! 


We can finally embrace our 
friends and family once again 
and even meet indoors, but 
now is not the time to drop 
our guard against Covid 


ears were shed, reunions 
were joyful and emotions 


ran high on Monday as 
friends and family were 
finally able to hug each 
other after six months apart. 
From now on in England, up 
to six people or two households 
are able to get together indoors, 
meaning shivering outside is 
(hopefully) a thing of the past. 
And how we celebrated. 
We finally got to stay at our 
parents’ homes again, enjoy a 
restaurant meal with friends and 
do all the fun things we used to 
do, such as go to the cinema 
and theatre. It almost feels as if 
Covid is a thing of the past. 
But it really isn’t - and that’s 


From now on... 


We can resume close 
contact with our friends and 
family including hugging. 

Indoor entertainment, 
attractions and hospitality 
will reopen So we can enjoy 
eating in restaurants again 
and going to cinemas, bowling 
alleys, museums, the theatre 
and sporting events. 


Hotels, hostels and BGBs 


why it is as important as ever 
to guard against the virus to 
protect us against a third wave. 

That means sticking to the new 
rules and also respecting the 
familiar mantra of “hands, face, 
space and fresh air”. 

That’s because even though 
we have a fantastic vaccine 
programme and testing is 
available for everyone, around 
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one in three people with 
Covid-19 show no symptoms. When Carmelah Hulse waved 
This means they could be We're excited about her mother goodbye in February 

spreading the virus : last year, the hospital nurse had 
unknowingly. So it’s important seeing everyone no idea they wouldn't see each 
to be cautious while enjoying indoors and not other again for 15 months. 
our new-found freedoms. : “Even with me working 
Here are some of the ways people having to worry ' in the NHS, I didn’t think 
and businesses are celebrating. about the weather! coronavirus would be as 

will open with overnight Care home residents and sports events willreopen 


stays allowed in private 
homes for groups of up to six 
people or two households. 


Exercise classes and organ- 
ised indoor adult 
group sport will resume. 


Weddings, christenings, 
wakes and other 
commemorative life events 
can take place with up to 
30 attendees in Covid-secure 
indoor settings. 


can have up to five regular 
visitors, with up to two at 
one time or ina single day 
(in addition to their essential 
care giver). 


Care home residents can 
undertake low-risk activities, 
such as a walk in the park, 
without having to self-isolate 
for 14 days on their return. 


Some larger events such 
as conferences, theatre, shows 


with limited capacity. 
Indoor events: up to 1,000 people 
or 50 per cent of a venue's 
capacity, whichever is lower. 
Outdoor events: up to 

4,000 people or 50 per cent 
of a venue's capacity, 
whichever is lower. 
Outdoor seated events: up 
to 10,000 attendees or 

25 per cent of a venue's 
capacity, whichever is Lower. 








serious as it has been,” she says. 
“Normally we'd see each other 
every couple of months. 

“When restrictions eased last 
summer, I didn’t want to take the 
risk because of where I worked. 
Then we went into tier five over 
Christmas, and we couldn’t meet 
up. I was so upset.” 

But today Carmelah, husband 
Daniel and children Ethan, nine, 
and Megan, five, are driving from 
their home in Stockport to see 
her mother Gina in north London 
for two nights. 














All together 





Visitors to 


Tower Bridge, 
above; friends 
enjoying the 
Crystal Maze 
Experience, 
left; Carmelah 
Hulse with her 
mum and two 
children, below 





It’s going to be 
very emotional 
- there will be 
lots of long hugs 
and I'll probably 
cry and she'll 
ask why! | miss 
herso much 


“[’m so excited. Mum’s always 
been there for me, and I love her 
to bits. We’ve talked on the 
phone and video-called, but it’s 
not the same. 

“T’ve been counting down 
the days. We’re taking no risks 
— we're doing regular rapid 
Covid tests, and haven’t 
socialised with friends in ages. 

“It’s going to be very 
emotional, there’ll be lots of 
long hugs and I’ll probably cry 
— and she’ll ask why! I can’t wait. 
I miss her so much.” 


‘WE CAN’T WAIT TO 

DO SOMETHING 

DIFFERENT AGAIN’ 

When the Crystal Maze Experience 
opened its doors again yesterday, 
Roisin Donnellan and her friends 
were some of the first in the queue. 

The three couples had each 
booked a day off work and first 
met up for lunch in a restaurant 
before taking on some of the TV 
game show’s most fiendish 
challenges. 

“We bought the tickets at the 
beginning of last year - three of us 
all have birthdays in February and 
March - but we couldn’t go 
because Covid hit,” explains 
Roisin, 37. 

“We're all Nineties kids, and 
loved the show back in the day, 
so we were keen to do it.” 

The couples, who met through 
NCT classes, all live near each 
other in south-west London and 
managed to meet up outside 
recently, but not indoors. 

“During the real lockdown 
months, we didn’t see each other 
at all, which was really, really 
difficult - I missed the support 
we all give each other and getting 
each other through the more 
difficult times,” says Roisin, 
who works in recruitment. 

So once the reopening date 
was set, they rebooked their 
Crystal Maze Experience tickets. 

“Tt feels a bit weird,” says 
mother-of-two Roisin, “but we’re 
really excited about seeing 
everyone indoors and being 
warm and not having to worry 
about the weather and being cold. 

“And we're looking forward to 
doing something fun and different 
— it’s nice to do something as 
adults, without the children.” 





We're very excited, 
and there's areally 
positive energy with 
everyone looking 
forward to reopening 

- Amy O’Rourke, above 





‘WE’LL BE A BIT EMOTIONAL! 
While London’s Tower Bridge has 
been opening and closing for tall 
ships throughout lockdown, its 
famous doors haven't been open to 
the public since mid-December. 

That all changed this week 
when we were once more 
invited inside to cross the 
Thames via its suspended 
glass walkway and view the 
incredible engine room. 

“Last year when we reopened 
after the first lockdown, we 
were all a bit emotional, and I’m 
sure it’ll be the same this year 
too,” says marketing manager 
Amy O’Rourke. 

“On that occasion, we had 
20 people waiting outside and it 
was a lovely feeling that people 
wanted to come in again. 

“This year, we’re very excited 
and there’s a really positive 
energy with everyone looking 
forward to reopening - we’ve 
missed that unique experience we 
have with the public, for them to 
come inside and engage with us.” 

There'll be plenty of hand 
sanitising stations for visitors, 
who'll be asked to socially 
distance and sign up for test and 
trace, while staff will be regularly 
tested for Covid and wear PPE. 

Just 1,500 people will be 
allowed in daily - mostly booking 
ahead online - compared to the 
usual 4,000. And there’s a 
one-way system through the 
stunning 126-year-old building. 

“You go up the north tower, 
across the walkway - with its 
iconic views of the Shard, 

St Paul’s Cathedral, the Tower 

of London, the Monument and 
the BT Tower - then down the 
south tower to the engine rooms,” 
says Amy. 

“Customers are saying it’s 
more special with fewer people, 
it’s calmer and you have more 
time and the place to yourself. 
The experience is unique.” 


Don’t throw caution to the wind! 


hile it’s tempting to think 
the Covid crisis is over as 
life begins to get back to 


normal, it’s important to remember 
the threat is still there. 

When you do meet up with 
friends and family, keep in mind that 
the virus is spread by close contact 
with other people - suchas hugging 
and face-to-face conversations - 
and also by prolonged contact. So 
try to keep your distance and limit 
the time you spend with others. 

Even though we can now meet 
indoor in groups of six people or 


as two households, it’s still best to 
stay outside because there's less risk 
of catching Covid as fresh air blows 
the particles away. 

Remember that some people are 
more vulnerable than others, so 
exercise caution with the elderly or 
people with underlying conditions. 

And begin testing yourself for 
coronavirus twice a week to stop 
the spread. You can pick up rapid 
Covid tests from participating 
chemists and Covid test centres 
or order them online from gov.uk. 

Finally remember: 


Hands, face, space, fresh air... 


HANDS 

@ Wash hands more often using 
soap and water for 20 seconds 
and dry them thoroughly. 

@ Use sanitiser outside your 
home, especially as you enter 

a building and after you have 
had contact with surfaces. 

@ Avoid touching your face. 


FACE 

@ If you're indoors with people 
you don't normally meet and 
where social distancing is 
difficult, wear a face covering. 
@ Remember the other places 


you're legally required to wear a 
mask unless youre exempt - on 
public transport, in shops, pubs, 
gyms and certain other settings. 


SPACE 

@ Minimise how many people 
you are in close contact with and 
for how long. 

@ Keep social distancing when 
in a public place. 


FRESH AIR 

@ When friends and family 
visit, open the windows and 
Let the fresh air in to help blow 
virus particles away. 











Let's take the next 
steps safely 


Remember hands, face, space, fresh air when 
meeting others indoors. For information visit 


All together 
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pull-out 








How to play All of the 28 domino pieces from 0-0 through to 
6-6 have been placed once into the grid. Can you work out 
where each of them is placed? 


Journey Finder 


How to play Move between the numbers in 
order 1,2,3,4,1,2,3,4 and so on, starting with 
the grey 1 and ending with the grey 4. On 

each step you may move one square in any 





direction (including diagonally). You must 
form a continuous path that visits every 
Square exactly once. 























Train Tracks 


How to play 
Numbers 
around the 
outside 
indicate 

how many 
Squares in 
each row and 
column the 
track passes 
through 
betweenA 
and B. The 
track either 
passes 
straight 
througha 
square or 
turns at right 
angles in it. 
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Binary 


How to play Complete the grid so that each row 
and column contains five Os and five 1s. The 
Same number cannot appear in more than two 
consecutive squares in any row or column. In the 
finished puzzle, each row must have a different 
sequence of Os and is to any other row, and 
likewise for each column. 











Chain Link 


How to play Place the numbers 1-6 in each row, column 
and along each series of squares linked by the chain. 


Number Hexagon 


How to play Each hexagon is divided into six triangles. The 
sum of these six triangles is always 25. Place anumber from 
1-9 in each empty triangle to complete the puzzle; you cannot 
repeat a number within a hexagon. 





Pathfinder 


How to play Moving from letter to adjacent letter, can you 
create a continuous path that visits every square once and 
spells out all the words listed to the right of the grid? Start on 
the shaded square. 


Appears 
Bettered 
Census 
Dotage 
Fateful 
Goldsmith 
Impurity 
Lapses 
Ledges 
Merchant 
Oxidant 
Scribe 
Stuck 
Tangent 
Task 























Battleships 


How to play Locate the position of each of the ships listed 
below in the grid. Numbers around the edge tell you the 
number of ship segments in each row and column of 

the puzzle. Ships are surrounded on all sides by water, 
including diagonally. 











Daily Quiz 


1. The capital of which African country is named after an 
American president? 


2. By what name was the Irish-American Nazi propagandist and 
broadcaster William Joyce better known? 


3. What science-based discipline studies the efficiency of people in 
their working environments? 


4. ln which two months of the year is the Chinese New Year 
likely to fall? 
Answers, page 55 
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daily recipe 





e 
eee Kakuro Zygolex® [nievery day 
spring greens and butter 
bean pot pie How to play Fill the white squares so that the total in each Find the missing words by following the RHYME, LETTERS and MEANING links 
PO ASE ARS across or down run of cells matches the total at the start — eg,a word that rhymes with ‘cheek’, has one letter different from ‘pear’ and 
of that run. You must use the numbers from 1-9 only and has the same meaning as mountain, would be ‘peak’. Full rules at zygolex.com. 
cannot repeat a number inarun. Solution, page 55 


RN N\DXN RHYME LETTERS MEANING 









SERVES 4 


2tbsp olive oil 

ileek, washed, trimmed and sliced 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 

3tbsp plain flour 

1 vegetable stock pot, made up to Gooml 
450g baby potatoes, halved if large 
400g butter beans, rinsed and drained 
200¢ frozen peas 
































200¢ fresh greens, washed and sliced, J igsawdoku 
thick stalks removed 
4 tsp red wine vinegar How to play Place the numbers 1-9 once in each row, column 





375g lighter puff pastry 
25¢ pitted black olives, finely chopped 
10¢ fresh parsley, finely chopped 


and bold-lined jigsaw region. 











Preheat the oven to 220°C/fan 200°C/ 
gas mark 7. Heat half a tablespoon of oil 








ina large saucepan over a medium heat 
and fry the leek for three to four minutes 
to soften. Add the garlic, fry for one 
minute, then stir in the flour until it is 
incorporated. Slowly whisk in the stock to 
make a smooth sauce. 

Meanwhile, boil the potatoes for 12 to 15 
minutes until tender; drain and set aside 
to dry. Stir the beans, peas, greens and 
two teaspoons of vinegar into the sauce. 
Bring toasimmer to defrost the peas and 
wilt the greens; season. Transfer to an 
ovenproof pie or baking dish (about 20cm 
by 25cm). 

Unroll the pastry and place over the pie 
dish. Use water to seal to the dish, then 
crimp the edges. Trim any excess from 
the sides and use to decorate the pie (stick 
on with alittle water). Make a hole in the 


Futoshiki [|] | |<[ |</3]< | 


How to play 
Place the numbers 
from 1-5 exactly > | | > | | | | | | 
once in each row 
C2 a 
greater than and 

less than signs | | | | | | | | 
P| 14 P| (7h (> and ‘<’) indicate 

where one cell is V 
18 | [915] greater/less than < 

treadacent LISLE} L} LJ LI 
Se - 4 

L} LIsL<tLo Ud 








Killer Sudoku 





centre witha knife tip. Bake for 20 to 25 
minutes until golden and puffed. 
Meanwhile, put the potatoes ona baking 
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I How to play Each row, column and 3 by 3 box must contain Minesweeper 

each number (1 to 9) only once. The sum of all numbers 
tray and crush to flatten slightly. Drizzle : contained ina dotted area must match the number printed | Howtoplay Find all the mines in the grid. Numbers in certain squares indicate how 
with a tablespoon of oil, season with 1 | inits top-left corner. No number can appear more than many mines there are in the neighbouring squares, including diagonally touching 
pepper, then roast for 15 to 20 minutes I once ina dotted area. squares. Mines cannot be placed in squares with numbers. 
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vinegar in a bowl. Spoon over the potatoes 
and serve with the pie. 





until crispy. Mix the olives, parsley, half 
a tablespoon of oil and two teaspoons of 


——_—— 


Recipe from Tesco 


In Monday’si 
Halloumi tray bake 











8 
































——_—— 

















Number Square 


How to play Fill the empty squares with 
numbers that will make the across and 
down calculations produce the results 
shown in the grey squares. Each numeral 
from 1 to 9 must only appear once. The 
calculations should be performed from 
left to right and top to bottom, rather than 
in strict mathematical order. 


Easier 








Codeword No2951 


Howto play The numbers in the grid correspond to the letters of the alphabet. 





AVS 
2-37 


OPINION 
18-22 


TV 
30-35 


BUSINESS SPORT 
48-51 55-63 


Word 
Ladder 


Solve the puzzle and fill in the letters in the key as you discover them. How to play 

Three letters are provided to give you astart. The solution will be printed in Convert the word 

tomorrow's paper, the solution to yesterday's codeword is on page 55. at the top of the 
ladder into the 


ABCDEFGHIF+KEMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 








Need alittle help getting started? [hen call for up to four extra clue letters on 
09012925204. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network access charge 
(if you are having trouble with the phone service, call the helpline: 0333 202 3390). 
Or text THE! CLUE to 85100 to receive your clues. Texts cost £1 plus your 
standard network charge (if you are having trouble with the text service, call 

the helpline: 0333 335 3351). Clues change each day at midnight. 


word at the bottom 
of it, using only 

the four rungs 

in between. On 
each rung, you 
must put a valid 
four-letter word 
that is identical 

to the word above 
it, apart froma 
one-letter change. 
There may be more 
than one way of 
achieving this. 
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idoku Exclusive toi 


How to play Each numeral from 1 to 9 must 
appear (once only) in the squares forming the 
red letter i. 






























































Tomorrow: Easier 








iia 
[Formed em cpa 

Number Square, 

Word Ladder, Word 

Wheel, Kakuro, 

Minesweeper, 

ABC Logic, Killer 

Sudoku, Futoshiki, 

Codeword, 

Jigsawduko and 

Wijuko created by 

Clarity Media. 

For more 

puzzles, 

see clarity-media. 

co.uk 





Terms & 
Conditions 

By usingi’s text 
services, youare 
agreeing to receive 
occasional SMS 
messages from 
DMG Media. You 
will not be charged 
for receiving these 
messages and may 
opt out at any time 
by texting STOP 

to the originating 
number. SMS 
services on this 
page are provided 
by BBA Digital Ltd, 
KT18 5AD, helpline: 
0333 3353351. 
Phone services 

on this page are 
provided by Spoke 
AL10 SNA, helpline: 
0333 202 3390, 
and by Advanced 
Telecom Services, 
EC1M 4BH. 
Helpline: 

0330 333 6946. 





Concise Crossword No 3273 
DOWN 


ACROSS 
1 = Inflict (5) 
4. Freshwater 





mammal (5) 
Spontaneous (9) 
Auction item (3) 
Mound of sand (4) 
Sheets, duvet 
covers, etc (3,5) 
Football pitch 
section (7,4) 
Cups (8) 

Fellow (4) 

Grow old (3) 
Skin's outer 
Layer (9) 

Church tax (5) 
Cowboy show (5) 


Bizarre (5) 

Delete (7) 

Seaweed (4) 

On the next 

page (8) 

Bird’s claw (5) 
Plump (6) 

Bank payment (6,5) 
Fine wool (8) 
Disinterred (7) 
Finally (2,4) 
Not secret (5) 
Basil sauce (5 
Low dam (4) 


) 


Stuck on the concise crossword? 

For today’s solutions, call 0905 789 3590. 
Calls cost 80p per minute plus your network 
access charge. If you are having trouble 


accessing this number, please call our 
helpdesk on 0333 202 3390. 





i PUZZLE BOOKS 


Our range of puzzle books includes 
crosswords, codewords, jigsawdokus, 
children's games, sudokus and more. 
Available on Amazon for £4.99 each 


See the full range at minURL.co.uk/ibooks 
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Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword 


ACROSS 1 Sir, 3 Kit, 5 Bored (Circuit board), 8 Livid, 9 Analogy, 10 Conviviality, 

11 Bright spark, 15 Sledgehammer, 18 Lumbago, 19 Thump, 20 Expel, 21 Elm, 22 Nit. 
DOWN 1 Select, 2 Riven, 3 Kidding, 4 Toad-in-the-hole, 5 Brawl, 6 Rooster, 7 Day, 

12 Rollmop, 13 Phantom, 14 Armpit, 16 Drawl, 17 Mourn, 18 Lie. 


Today’s other puzzles Cryptic Crossword, page 24 
Five-Clue Cryptic, page 13; One-Minute Wijuko, page 27 
Puzzle solutions See page 55 


ABC Logic 


How to play Place the letters 

A, B and C only once in each row and 
column. Each row and column has two 
blank cells. The letters at the edge of 
arow/column indicate which of the 
Letters is the first/last to appear in 

that row/column. 


A B C 
B A 
A C 
B 
C 
A C 
A B C 








Word Wheel 


How to play This is an open-ended puzzle. 
How many words of three or more letters, 
each including the letter at the centre 

of the wheel, can you make from this 
diagram? We've found 41, including one 
nine-letter word. Can you do better? 


Sy) 
vere 

















GAMES & PUZZLES 





Children’s Corner Number Tower 


How to play [he value of each square in 
the number pyramid is the sum of the two 
squares directly under it. 








Knight's Tour 


How to play A chess knight visits each square 
of the grid exactly once, starting at 1 and 
ending at 100 (these squares are shaded). 
Deduce the whole path of the knight - 

some of which is already given - and thus 
complete the grid. The knight moves either 
two squares horizontally followed by one 
Square vertically, or two squares vertically 
followed by one square horizontally. 


|79}se] | | rzta | 
| jaz} |s4) [2ei7a) 
__|_|82|__ 94) |76|69|28|25 








Rectangles 


How to play Divide the grid into a series 
of rectangles or squares, such that every 
cell in the grid is in exactly one region. 
Numbers indicate the size of each region: 
for instancea 7’ inacell means that cell 
is part of aregion that contains seven 
cells in total. There is only one number 
in each region. 


























Word Fit Bridges Word Search 
How to play Can you fit all the words into the grid to complete the How to play Connect every island (represented by circles) How to play [he classic word-search puzzle: find 
puzzle? Some words may initially fitin more than one place, but into a single interconnected group. To do this draw bridges all the words in the grid. Words may be hidden 
there is only one way to fit all the words together to complete the grid. between islands. The number in each circle states how many horizontally, vertically or diagonally and in 
bridges must be connected to that island. Bridges cannot either a forwards or backwards direction. 
| 4 letters cross each other, can only be drawn horizontally or vertically, 
Bee and there can be a maximum of two bridges between any IMCLK SMLTBLGRL 
a Kids pair of islands. 1.UOARETTELKHLA 
|_| YT | | ee @Q) G0) 2) @Q) SRMNANJSLVONNX 
Seas T P | RCS | DF POE TR 
SB coo & oo ww ow OG? |ptetoccantenes 
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Le | | I HL IL IL] etetters (2) 4) (4) (2) @) (4) Y H P A RGOi|! BR EW S U 
|| | | || Albee (a3) (3) (4) (3) TEVJOOLSALTABS 
ry Tee Eg EET Oo] Manner (3) (2) (1) (2) PSTPKMAGAZINET 
| Pl F} f] Panty” ® @'@ @ 2) LAH POSTERABAWE 
Reflex P U AL EPAWM PHLET I 
EL ILI = [| [| IILT stetters @ 9 ta 6) © @) XRLSTSCFRNOGZI 
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YP ae | | | |_| etaente ee Nd @ 6) 3) JSVHRUUSTTRBLL 
prinkler 
| | | PLL l ATLAS MAGAZINE 
Coon Predicay | (2)--+-C)-+-() Oe 6) BIOGRAPHY NOTEBOOK 
t 
— 6 © © © © © | Bees = awe 
COMIC POSTER 
rua’ : DO OO OO By SE 
esden oa aarae Effigy © OS  @ © o LEAFLET THESAURUS 
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Calcudoku Hexalex AWL 
CURVED 
How to play Place the numbers 1-6 once How to play Place each of the FILMS 
in each row and column, obeying sums in letters below once into the empty JAY 
bold-lined regions. The number in each hexagons, crossing them off as you JOG 
region indicates the total for the region, and do so. Enter the letters in sucha sth 
the symbol shows which type of operation way that it is possible to find all the TA\WWNY 
should be applied to the numbers: addition, words listed alongside the grid by TAX 
subtraction, division or multiplication. moving from hexagon to adjacent ZEN 


Numbers may repeat within bold-lined hexagon to spell out each word. 
regions. With subtraction always take the 
Lower numbers away from the highest 
number ina region, and with division divide 


the highest number by the lower numbers. 
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Daytime 


6pm 


7pm 


8pm 


9pm 


10pm 


Iipm 





CRITIC’S 
CHOICE 





cies 
One 


6.00 Breakfast (S). 9.15 
Rip Off Britain: Live (S). 
10.00 Homes Under The 
Hammer (R) (S). 11.00 
Fraud Squad: The Hunt 
(R) (S). 22.45 Close Calls: 
On Camera (R) (S). 12.15 
Bargain Hunt (S). 1.00 BBC 
News At One; Weather 

(S). 1.30 BBC Regional 
News; Weather (S). 1.45 
Unbeatable (S). 2.30 
Home Is Where The Art 

Is (R) (S). 3.00 Escape To 
The Country (R) (S). 3.45 
Money For Nothing (R) (S). 
4.30 Antiques Road Trip 
(S). 5.25 Pointless (S). 


6.00 BBC News At 
Six; Weather (S). 

6.30 BBC Regional 
News; Weather 
(S). 


7.00 The One Show 
(S)) 

7.35 A Question Of 
Sport (S). 


8.05 Would | Lie To 
You? (R) (S). 

8.35 EastEnders 
Mick prepares 
to read his 
statement in 
court (S) 


9.00 Havel Got News 
For You Richard 
Ayoade is the 
host (S). 

9.30 This Time With 
Alan Partridge 
(Sh 


10.00 BBC News (S). 

10.30 Regional News 

10.45 FILM: The 
Witches Of 
Eastwick 
(George Miller 
1987) (S). 


12.45 BBC News (S). 


PICK OF THE DAY 

Great British Menu: 

Banquet Special 

8pm, BBC2 

The months of competition among 
regional chefs comes to its culinary 
conclusion - that open-air banquet 
at Jodrell Bank in Cheshire. The 
socially distanced feast is of course 
celebrating scientific innovations 
and marking 30 years since Sir 
Timothy Berners-Lee made the 
internet freely available to all, and 
the Lovell Telescope can be seen 
from the open-side marquee. Judges 
Matthew Fort, Oliver Peyton and 
Rachel Khoo (left) will be tucking in 
their napkins of course, while guests 
- including Professor Sarah Gilbert 
from Oxford's Covid vaccination 
programme - vote for the overall 
winning chef. 





Unreported World 

7.30pm, Channel 4 

Hurricanes and severe drought have 
devastated once-fertile areas of 
Central America, with the region's 
rural poor worst affected. Hunger 
and child malnourishment is 
widespread, prompting an exodus of 
migrants to the United States. 
Guillermo Galdos tracks the journey 
of Gonzalo, who, desperate to give 
his family a better life, risks his own 
by employing a network of people 
smugglers to enter the US illegally. 


Gregg Wallace’s 

Big Weekend Away 

8pm, Channel 5 

Nourishment of a rather more basic 
level to The Great British Menu as the 





‘Television Friday 21 May 


MasterChef judge tours Istanbul, 
tucking into street food that includes 
lamb intestines with his trademark 
gusto. He also learns the centuries- 
old techniques of the baklava 
makers, and eats dishes that would 
have graced the tables in the 
Ottoman palaces of old. 


Domina 

9pm, Sky Atlantic 

The action in this splendidly 
immersive saga of Ancient Romans 
skips forward 11 years, necessitating 
a change of lead actor as Kasia 
Smutniak takes over as the now 
31-year-old Livia Drusilla. Our 
shrewd heroine is now 31 and 
married to co-consul Gaius 
(Matthew McNulty), who rules Rome 
alongside Agrippa (Ben Batt), and is 





pregnant again. But given the 
slippery and often brutally 
pragmatic politics of the era, can she 
now feel entirely secure? 


Ice Cold Murders: 

Rocco Schiavone 

9pm, More4 

Both women in the life of our 
grizzled detective, Anna and Nora, 
pour their drinks over him - and not 
before time, you might think. But 
then of course he’s mourning his 
dead wife, whose ghost advises 
Rocco to let go. Good advice, not 
least for the purposes of this drama. 
Anyway, his morning spliff is 
interrupted by yet another “pain in 
the arse’ - a seeming road-traffic 
accident that may be connected to 

a kidnapping. 





6.30 Escape To The 
Country (R) (S). 7.25 
Antiques Road Trip (R) (S). 
8.00 Sign Zone: The Repair 
Shop (R) (S). 9.00 BBC 
News Atg (S). 10.00 BBC 
News (S). 1.00 Letterbox 
(R) (S). 1.30 Good Morning 
Dagenham (R) (S). 2.45 A 
Place To Call Home (R) (S). 
3.05 A Place To Call Home 
(R) (S). 4.00 Coast (R) (S). 
4.15 Blue Planet UK (R) (S). 
4.45 Eggheads (R) (S). 5.15 
Flog It! (R) (S). 


6.00 Richard 
Osman’s House 
Of Games (R) (S). 

6.30 Great British 
Railway 
Journeys (S). 


7.00 MOTDx (S). 

7.30 Inside Culture 
With Mary 
Beard (S). 


8.00 Great British 
Menu: The 
Finals Andi 
Oliver presents 
the series finale. 
Last in the 
series (S). 


9.00 Gardeners’ 
World Monty 
Don adds 
flowers to act 
as pollinators 
(Ss) 


10.00 Later - With 
Jools Holland 
The pianist 
welcomes St 
Vincent (S). 

10.45 Newsnight (S). 


11.20 FILM: 
Testament Of 
Youth (James 
Kent 2014) 
Drama, starring 
Alicia Vikander 
(Si! 


1.20 Battlestar Galactica 
(R) (S). 2.20 Battlestar 
Galactica (R) (S). 2.50 Sign 
Zone: Saved By A Stranger 
(R) (S). 3.50 Sign Zone: 
Great British Railway 
Journeys (R) (S). 4.20 This 
Is BBC Two (S). 


6.00 Good Morning 
Britain (S). 9.00 Lorraine 
(S). 10.00 This Morning (S). 
12.30 Loose Women (S). 
1.30 ITV News; Weather 
(S). 1.55 ITV Regional 
News; Weather (S). 2.00 
Dickinson’s Real Deal (R) 
(S). 3.00 Tenable (R) (S). 
3.59 ITV Regional Weather 
(S). 4.00 Tipping Point (S). 
5.00 The Chase (S). 


6.00 ITV Regional 
News; Weather 
(S). 

6.30 ITV News; 
Weather (S). 


7.00 Emmerdale Kim 
puts her plan 
ImtOaenionns): 

7.30 Coronation 
Street (S). 


8.30 Van Der Valk A 
murder leads 
the team into 
a world of 
mysticism (R) 
(S). 


10.20 ITV News; 
Weather (S). 

10.50 ITV Regional 
News; Weather 
(S). 


11.05 The Jonathan 
Ross Show With 
Tom Jones (R) 
(S). 


12.05 Alan Carr’s Epic 
Gameshow - Celebrity 
Special (R) (S). 1.00 Shop: 
Ideal World 3.00 FYI Extra 
3.15 Martin & Roman’s 
Weekend Best! (R) (S). 4.05 
ITV Nightscreen 


,E 
mn 
ALS 


6.00 Countdown (k) 

(S). 6.40 Cheers (R) 

(S). 7.05 Cheers (R) 

(S). 7.30 Everybody 

Loves Raymond (k) 

(S). 7.55 Everybody 

Loves Raymond (k) (S). 
8.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond (R) (S). 8.55 
Frasier (R) (S). 9.25 Frasier 
(R) (S). 9.55 Frasier (R) 

(S). £0.25 Escape To The 
Chateau: DIY (R) (S). 12.25 
Channel 4 News Summary 
(S). 11.30 Couples Come 
Dine With Me (R) (S). 12.30 
Steph’s Packed Lunch (S). 
2.10 Countdown (S). 3.00 
The Answer Trap (S). 4.00 
A Place In The Sun (S). 5.00 
Four In A Bed (R) (S). 5.30 
Beat The Chef (S). 


6.00 The Simpsons 
(R) (S). 


6.30 Hollyoaks (R) (S). 


7.00 Channel 4 News 
(Si 

7.30 Unreported 
World (S). 


8.00 Tom Allen’s 
Quizness 
Emma, Bernie, 
Gemma and 
Harv fight it out 
for a shot at the 
jackpot (S). 


9.00 Gogglebox 
Opinions on the 
latest television 
shows. Last in 
the series (S). 


10.008 Out Of 10 
Cats Does 
Countdown 
With Lee Mack. 
Last in the 
series (R) (S). 


11.05 FILM: A Quiet 
Place (John 
Krasinski 2018) 
Horror, starring 
Emily Blunt (S). 


12.50 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA (R) (S). 
1.40 Come Dine With Me 
(R) (S). 2.40 Come Dine 
With Me (R) (S). 2.35 Come 
Dine With Me (R) (S). 3.05 


Come Dine With Me (R) (S). 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.15 
Jeremy Vine (S). 11.15 
Room To Improve (S). 
12.20 5 News At Lunchtime 
(S). 12.25 George Clarke’s 
Build A New Life In The 
Country (R) (S). 1.45 Home 
And Away (R) (S). 1.45 
Neighbours (S). 2.15 

FILM: In The Key Of 
Murder: Darrow & 
Darrow (Mel Damski 
2018) Thriller, starring 
Kimberly Williams- 
Paisley (S). 4.00 Bargain- 
Loving Brits In The Sun 
(R) (S). 5.00 5 News At 5 (S). 
5.30 Neighbours (R) (S). 


6.00 Home And Away 
Mac refuses 
Zigey and 
Dean's help (R) 
(Ss). 

6.30 5 News Tonight 
(S). 


7.00 Inside The 
Balmoral: 
Scotland’s 
Finest Hotel 
New series (S). 


8.00 Gregg Wallace’s 
Big Weekend 
Away Gregg 
explores 
Istanbul (S). 


9.00 The World’s 
Most Scenic 
Railway 
Journeys (S). 


10.001991: Britain’s 
Biggest Hits 
A look at the 
music of 1991 
(S). 


11.30 Rod Stewart: 
Secrets Of His 
Biggest Hits [he 
stories behind 
three of the 
singer's songs 
(R) (S). 


12.35 Criminals: Caught 
On Camera (R) (S). 1.00 The 
21.co.uk Live Casino Show 
3.00 Entertainment News 
On5 (S). 3.10 Ben Fogle: 
New Lives In The Wild (R) 
(S). 4.00 Inside The Tower 
Of London (R) (S). 









Alan (Steve Coogan) 
delivers ahard-hitting 


exposéin'This Time 
with Alan Partridge’ 
9.30pm, BBC1 


7.00 Sings Bacharach 
And David! (S). 


8.00 Top Of The Pops: 
19911 (S). 

8.30 Top Of The Pops: 
1991 (S). 


9.00 The A-Z Of 
Eurovision 
Alphabetical 
guide to the 
music contest 
iS) 


10.00 Eurovision At 
60 Behind-the- 
scenes story 
of the annual 
music event (S). 


11.30 Abba At The BBC 
A collection 
of memorable 
television 
appearances by 
tere rou S) 


12.30 Sings Bacharach And 
David! (S). 1.30 The A-Z Of 
Eurovision (R) (S). 2.30 Top 
Of The Pops: 1991 (S). 3.00 
Top Of The Pops: 1991 (S). 
3.30 Close 


Jools Holland welcomes 


more performers 
10pm, BBC2 





Drought devastation 
in ‘Unreported World’ 
wacte)o)aamm@iat-vatat-iaiy 





6.40 FILM: Eddie The 
Eagle (Dexter 
Pletenien 2015) 
Biopic of Eddie 
Edwards, 
starring Taron 
Egerton (S). 


8.50 Attack The 
Block Special 
Preview of 
the 2011 sci-fi 
comedy (S). 


9.00 FILM: Attack 
The Block (Joe 
Cornish 2011) 
Sci-fi comedy 
thriller, starring 
Jodie Whittaker 
(S} 


10.45 FILM: Last 
Action 
Hero (John 
McTiernan 
1993) Comedy 
adventure (S). 


1.20 FILM: Solace (Afonso 
Poyart 2015) Crime 
thriller, starring Anthony 
Hopkins and Colin Farrell 
(S). 3.30 Close 


itw? 


7.00 The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (S). 8.00 Emmerdale 
(S). 8.30 Emmerdale (S). 
9.00 You've Been Framed! 
Gold (S). 9.30 Supermarket 
Sweep (S). 10.30 Secret 
Crush (S). 11.30 Dress 

To Impress (S). 12.30 
Emmerdale (S). 1.00 
Emmerdale (S). 1.30 You've 
Been Framed! Gold (S). 
2.00 The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (S). 3.00 Ellen’s 
Game Of Games (S). 4.00 
Dress To Impress (S). 5.00 
Love Bites (S). 


6.00 Secret Crush 
Alex hopes 
to convince 
perennially 
single Martin he 
is the man for 
him (S). 


7.00 You've Been 
Framed! Gold 
(S). 

7.30 Superstore (S). 


8.00 Bob’s Burgers 
The kids’ 
Halloween 
celebrations go 
awry (S). 

8.30 Bob’s Burgers 
(S): 


9.00 FILM: The Heat 
(Paul Feig 2013) 
Action comedy, 
starring 
Sandra Bullock 
and Melissa 
McCarthy (S). 


11.35 Family Guy 
Stewie begins 
working out at 
the gym (S). 


12.05 Family Guy (S). 

12.30 American Dad! (S). 
1.05 American Dad! (S). 
1.30 Bob’s Burgers (S). .20 
Superstore (S). 2.45 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World 
Records (S). 3.15 FYI Extra 
3.30 Teleshopping 
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FILM OF THE DAY === 

Raising Arizona The Witches Of Eastwick 
7.05pm, Sony Movies 10.45pm, BBC1 

(Joel Coen, 1987) (George Miller, 1987) 

Establishing a pattern that they have | Michelle Pfeiffer, Susan Sarandon 
maintained for much of their career, | and Cher play bored divorcees who 
the Coen brothers followed their should have been more careful what 
pitch-noir debut Blood Simple with they wished for when they conjured a 
this work inspired by old screwball wildly over-the-top and devilish Jack 
comedies and cartoons - the first in Nicholson into their lives. 

a triple bill of their films showing on 
this channel today. Nicolas Cage (left) | === 

and Holly Hunter star as an infertile | Testament Of Youth 

couple - arecidivist thief attempting | 11.20pm, BBC2 

to go straight and the ex-cop he got (James Kent, 2014) 

to know a bit better each time he was _| Alicia Vikander stars in an affecting 
arrested - who steal a newborn weepie adapted from the 1933 
quintuplet from a local furniture memoir of the pacifist Vera Brittain, 
magnate. Full of big characters, arch | who volunteered as a nurse during 
writing, glib twists and attention- the First World War and suffered 
grabbing camera work, it is even far more loss and heartbreak than a 
quite touching. person her age should have to. 


This Time With Alan Partridge Fl LM 


CHOICE 


ON DEMAND 


Trying 

Apple TV+ 

Rafe Spall and Esther Smith 
return in the comedy. 


9.30pm, BBC1 

The strongest episode of the series 
so far sees Steve Coogan's veteran 
broadcaster reporting froma 
“chemsex” party in Norwich before 
taking the drug mephedrone under 
controlled circumstances. 

Solos 

Amazon Prime 

Anne Hathaway and Morgan 
Freeman are among those 
delivering monologues in this 
starry new drama anthology. 


Later - With Jools Holland 
10pm, BBC2 

Mistress of reinvention, the 
Dallas-raised St Vincent, joins Jools 
via video link to discuss her new 
album Daddy's Home - a reference to 
her father's release from prison: 
critics have discerned influences 
ranging from Pink Floyd and Steely 
Dan to David Bowie and Sly and the 
Family Stone in the new songs. 


Oxygen 

Netflix 

A woman wakes up trapped 
inacryogenic unit in this 
claustrophobic spin on Buried. 











itw3 


6.00 Classic Coronation 
Street (S). 6.25 Classic 
Coronation Street (S). 6.55 
Classic Emmerdale (S). 

7.25 Classic Emmerdale 

(S). 8.00 Heartbeat (S). 9.05 
That’s My Boy (S). 9.40 
George And Mildred (S). 
10.10 George And Mildred 
(S). 10.45 Agatha Christie’s 
Poirot (S). 12.40 Heartbeat 
(S). 2.45 Classic Emmerdale 
(S). 2.45 Classic Emmerdale 
(S). 2.50 Classic Coronation 
Street (S). 3.20 Classic 
Coronation Street (S). 3.55 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 
(S). 5.55 Agatha Christie’s 
Poirot (S). 


8.00 Doc Martin 
Portwenn is 
buzzing with 
excitement as 
the Doc and 
Louisa’s big day 
arrives (S). 


9.00 Doc Martin 
The GP hosts 
a disastrous 
dinner party 
with Louisa (S). 


10.05 Foyle’s War 
Foyle is 
frustrated at 
seeing everyone 
elseso Off to 
war (S). 


12.20 A Touch Of Frost (S). 
2.15 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 


é. 
EL 


6.00 Hollyoaks (S). 

7.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA (S). 8.00 
Baby Daddy (S). 8.30 Baby 
Daddy (S). 9.00 Melissa 

& Joey (S). 10.00 The Big 
Bang Theory (S). 10.30 The 
Big Bang Theory (S). 11.00 
The Goldbergs (S). 11.30 
The Goldbergs (S). 12.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine (S). 
12.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
(S). 1.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 1.30 The Big 
Bang Theory (S). 2.00 

The Big Bang Theory (S). 
2.30 The Big Bang Theory 
(S). 3.00 The Goldbergs 

(S). 3.30 The Goldbergs 

(S). 4.00 Black-ish (S). 

4.30 Black-ish (S). 5.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine (S). 
5.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 


6.00 The Big Bang 
Theory Leonard 
meets up with 
the woman he 
kissed (S). 

6.30 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 


7.00 Hollyoaks (S). 

7.30 Ramsay’s 
Kitchen 
Nightmares 
USA Part one of 
two (S). 


8.30 The Big Bang 
Theory Penny 
thinks that 
Leonard is 
taking her for 
granted (S). 


9.00 FILM: 
Terminator 
Genisys (Alan 
Taylor 2015) 
Sci-fi adventure 
sequel (S). 


11.25 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 
11.55 The Big 
Bang Theory 
Amy hosts a 
Christmas Eve 
dinner (S). 


12.20 Naked Attraction (S). 
1.25 Gogglebox (S). 2.30 
Taskmaster (S). 3.25 First 
Dates (S). 4.20 Melissa & 
Joey (S). 4.45 Melissa & 
Joey (S). 5.10 Man With A 
Plan (S). 5.35 Man With A 
Plan (S). 


sore 


8.55 Food Unwrapped (S). 
9.15 A Place In The Sun 

(S). 20.05 Find It, Fix It, 
Flog It (S). 11.05 Find It, 
Fix It, Flog It (S). 12.05 
Heir Hunters (S) 1.05A 
New Life In The Sun (S). 
2.15 Four In A Bed (S). 2.50 
Four In A Bed (S). 3.20 Four 
In A Bed (S). 3.50 Four InA 
Bed (S). 4.20 Four In A Bed 
(S). 4.55 Heir Hunters (S). 
5.55 The Secret Life Of The 
Zoo (S). 


6.55 Escape To The 
Chateau: DIY (S). 


7.55 Grand Designs 
A giant family 
house of fun (S). 


9.00 IceCold 
Murders: Rocco 
Schiavone (S). 


11.05 24 Hours 
In AGE An 
18-year-old 
is brought in 
after being 
knocked off her 
motorbike (S). 


12.10 24 Hours In AGE 
(S). 2.15 8 Out Of 10 Cats 
Does Countdown (S). 2.20 
24 Hours In AGE (S). 3.25 
Food Unwrapped (S). 3.50 
Close 


sky ES 


6.00 Firefighters (R) (S). 
6.30 Firefighters (R) (S) 
7.00 Futurama (R) (S). 7.30 
Futurama (R) (S). 8.00 
Monkey Life (R) (S). 8.30 
Monkey Life (R) (S). 9.00 
Road Wars (k) (S). 10.00 
Highway Cops (R) (S). 10.30 
Highway Cops (R) (S). 11.00 
NCIS: Los Angeles (R) (S). 
12.00 NCIS: Los Angeles (R) 
(S). 2.00 Hawaii Five-o (R). 
2.00 Hawaii Five-o (R) (S). 
3.00 S.W.A.T (R) (S). 4.00 
Modern Family (R) (S). 4. 
Modern Family (R) (S). 5.00 
The Simpsons (R) (S). 5.30 
Futurama (R) (S). 


ae 


6.00 Futurama (k) 
(S). 

6.30 The Simpsons 
With the voice 
of Frances 
McDormand (R) 
(S). 


7.00 The Simpsons 
Marge loses 
all memory of 
Homer (R) (S). 

7.30 The Simpsons 
(iS) 


8.00 The Simpsons 
Lisa makes 
a shocking 
decision about 
college. 

8.30 Modern Family 
(R) (S). 


9.00 Intergalactic 
After the 
robbery, the 
authorities are 
closing in on 
the gang (S). 


10.00 The Late Late 
Show With 
James Corden: 
Best Of The 
Week 


11.00 There’s 
Something 
About Movies 
With Richard E 
Grant, Desiree 
Burch and Rob 
Brydon (kR). 


12.00 Bloods (R) (S). 12.30 
Redknapp’s Big Night 

Out (R). 1.30 The Force: 
Manchester (R). 2.30 Road 
Wars (R) (S). 3.30 Road 
Wars (R) (S). 4.00 Highway 
Cops (R) (S). 4.30 Highway 
Cops (R) (S). 5.00 S.W.A.T 


sky ERED 


6.00 Richard E Grant’s 
Hotel Secrets (R) (S). 7.00 
Elementary (R) (S). 8.00 
Elementary (R) (S). 9.00 
David Attenborough’s 
Conquest Of The Skies 

(R) (S). 10.00 David 
Attenborough’s Conquest 
Of The Skies (R) (S). 11.00 
David Attenborough’s 
Conquest Of The Skies (R) 
(S). 12.00 The Guest Wing 
(R) (S). 1.00 The Guest 
Wing (R) (S). 2.00 Richard 
E Grant’s Hotel Secrets (R) 
(S). 3.00 Richard E Grant’s 
Hotel Secrets (R) (S). 4.00 
Elementary (R) (S). 5.00 
Elementary (R) (S). 


6.00 David 
Attenborough’s 
Conquest Of The 
Skies Insects 
capable of flight 
(R) (S). 


7.00 David 
Attenborough’s 
Conquest Of The 
Skies Creatures 
that glide (R) (S). 


8.00 David 
Attenborough’s 
Conquest Of The 
Skies Creatures 
that dominate 
today’s skies (R) 
(S). 


9.00 Domina Now 
in her thirties, 
Livia finds 
herself married 
to Gaius and 
pregnant again 
(S). 


10.10 Domina L ivia's 
marriage 
to Gaius is 
compromised 
(S). 


11.20 Oz Mobay 
receives a 
deadly order (R) 
(S) 


12.30 Oz (R) (S). 1.40 Ray 
Donovan (R) (S). 2.50 Ray 
Donovan (Rk) (S). 4.00 The 
Guest Wing (R) (S). 5.00 
The British (R) (S). 


Radio 
BBC Radio 1 


6.33am Radio 1’s Best New 

Pop With Mollie King 7.00 

The Radio 1 Breakfast Show 
With Greg James 10.00 Radio 

1 Anthems With Greg James 
10.32 Radio 1 Anthems With 
Vick And Katie 11.02 Vick Hope 
And Katie Thistleton 12.45pm 
Newsbeat 1.00 Matt And Mollie 
3.00 Radio 1's Party Anthems 
With Matt And Mollie 4.00 

The Official Chart Show With 
Scott Mills 5.45 Newsbeat 6.00 
Radio 1’s Dance Party With 
Annie Mac 8.00 Danny Howard 
10.00 Pete Tong 12mdn't Radio 
1's Essential Mix 2.00 Radio 

1 Dance Presents 3.00 Annie 
Mac In The Mix 3.30 Annie Mac 
In The Mix 4.00 Radio 1’s Wind 
Down Presents 5.00 Radio 

1 Relax 


BBC Radio 1Xtra 


6am 1Xtra Playlists 6.30 
1Xtra Playlists 7.00 Nadia Jae 
10.00 Ace 12.45pm Newsbeat 
1.00 Yasmin Evans 4.00 Sian 
Anderson 5.45 Newsbeat 6.00 
Sian Anderson 7.00 Jeremiah 
Asiamah 8.30 Jeremiah 
Asiamah’s Get Lit Mix 9.00 
Kenny Allstar 11.00 Sir Spyro 
1am DJ Limelight & Kan D Man 
4.00 Diplo And Friends 5.00 
Diplo And Friends 


BBC Radio 2 


6.30am The Zoe Ball Breakfast 
Show 9.30 Ken Bruce 12noon 
Jeremy Vine 2.00 Steve Wright 
In The Afternoon 4.15 Steve 
Wright In The Afternoon 

- Serious Jockin’ 5.00 Sara 

Cox 7.00 Tony Blackburn's 
Golden Hour 8.00 Sounds 

Of The 80s With Gary Davies 
10.00 Sounds Of The 90s With 
Fearne Cotton 11.00 Sounds 
Of The 90s With Fearne Cotton 
12mdn't Trevor Nelson's 

Divas 1.00 The Craig Charles 
House Party 2.30 The Craig 
Charles House Party Mixtape 
3.00 Radio 2 In Concert: 
Stereophonics 4.00 Sophie 
Ellis-Bextor's Kitchen Disco 
5.00 Tracks Of My Years 


BBC Radio 3 


6.30am Breakfast 9.00 
Essential Classics 22noon 
Composer Of The Week: 
Fauré 1.00 Radio 3 Lunchtime 
Concert 2.00 Afternoon 
Concert 4.30 The Listening 
Service 5.00 In Tune 7.00 In 
Tune Mixtape 7.30 Radio 3 In 
Concert 10.00 The Verb. lan 
McMillan explores the dream 
like experience of ’reverie’. 
10.45 The Essay: The Art Of 
Apology. Poet Helen Mort 
explores the complexities and 
subtexts of apology. 11.00 
Late Junction. Verity Sharp 
shares sound collages from 
People Like Us. 2am Through 
The Night. Music from the 2018 
piano4 Festival in Switzerland. 
5.00 Piano Flow With Lianne 
La Havas. A selection of 
soothing piano music. 


BBC Radio 4 


6am Today 9.00 Desert Island 
Discs 9.45 Book Of The Week: 
How | Learned To Understand 


The World 120.00 Woman's 
Hour 11.00 Prison Break 11.30 
It's A Fair Cop 122noon News 
12.04 Snowflake 12.18 You 
And Yours 12.57 Weather 1.00 
The World At One 1.45 It Ain't 
Me You're Looking For: Bob 
Dylan At 80 2.00 The Archers 
2.15 Drama: Talawa Stories 
2.45 Chinese Characters 3.00 
Gardeners’ Question Time 3.45 
Empty Stages 4.00 Last Word 
4.30 Feedback 5.00 PM 5.57 
Weather 6.00 Six O’Clock News 
6.30 The News Quiz. Topical 
comedy panel game. 7.00 Front 
Row. Arts programme. 7.45 A 
Big Disease With A Little Name. 
The British government's 
response to Aids in the 1980s. 
8.00 Any Questions? Chris 
Mason presents from Coventry 
Cathedral. 8.50 A Point Of 
View. Reflections ona topical 
issue. 9.00 Meeting Myself 
Coming Back. lan Hislop 
reflects on his life and career. 
10.00 The World Tonight. 
News round-up. 10.45 Book At 
Bedtime: Snowflake. By Louise 
Nealon. 11.00 Great Lives. 

Ben Miller nominates essayist 
William Hazlitt. 11.30 Today In 
Parliament. Political round-up. 
12mdn't News And Weather 
12.30 Book Of The Week: How 

| Learned To Understand The 
World 22.48 Shipping Forecast 
1.00 As BBC World Service 
5.20 Shipping Forecast 5.30 
News Briefing 5.43 Prayer For 
The Day 5.45 Bodies 


BBC Radio 4 LW 


8.31am Yesterday In 
Parliament 9.45 Daily Service 
12.0apm Shipping Forecast 
5.54 Shipping Forecast 


BBC Radio 4 Extra 


6am The Doomed Oasis 

6.30 Dalziel & Pascoe - Exit 
Lines 7.00 The Break 7.30 

The Confessional 8.00 Dad’s 
Army 8.30 Semi Circles 9.00 
Counterpoint 9.30 Bristow 
10.00 Stardust By Ray 
Connolly 11.00 Podcast Radio 
Hour 12noon Dad's Army 
12.30 Semi Circles 1.00 The 
Doomed Oasis 1.30 Dalziel & 
Pascoe - Exit Lines 2.00 The 
Transition 2.45 Gudrun 2.30 Be 





Drama: Talawa 
Stories 
2.15pm, 

BBC Radio4 
Two individuals 
join forces to break 
into a property 
— but neither are 
being completely 
honest with each 
other. Tuyen Do 
(above) and Jocelyn 
Jee Esien star. 


My Guest 3.00 Stardust By Ray 
Connolly 4.00 Counterpoint 
4.30 Bristow 5.00 The Break 
5.30 The Confessional 6.00 
Planet B 6.30 Off The Page 
7.00 Dad’s Army 7.30 Semi 
Circles 8.00 The Doomed 
Oasis 8.30 Dalziel & Pascoe 

- Exit Lines 9.00 Podcast 
Radio Hour 10.00 Comedy 
Club: The Confessional 10.30 
Comedy Club: The Consultants 
11.00 Comedy Club: Lucy 
Montgomery's Variety Pack 
11.30 Comedy Club: Chris 
Addison's Civilization 22mdn't 
Planet B 12.30 Off The Page 
1.00 The Doomed Oasis 2.00 
The Transition 2.45 Gudrun 
2.30 Be My Guest 3.00 
Stardust By Ray Connolly 4.00 
Counterpoint 4.30 Bristow 
5.00 The Break 5.30 The 
Confessional 


BBC 5 Live 

6am 5 Live Breakfast 9.00 
Your Call 10.00 Chiles On 
Friday 1pm Elis James And 
John Robins 2.30 Kermode 
And Mayo's Film Review 4.00 
5 Live Drive 7.00 5 Live Sport: 
The Friday Football Social 
9.00 Fantasy 606 9.30 5 Live 
Formula 110.00 Stephen 
Nolan 2am Jim Davis 5.005 
Live Boxing 


BBC 6 Music 


7.30am Lauren Laverne 10.30 
Mary Anne Hobbs apm Shaun 
Keaveny 4.00 Tom Ravenscroft 
7.00 Tom Robinson 9.00 Tom 
Ravenscroft 11.00 The Ravers 
Hour 12mdn’t Focus Beats 2.00 
Ambient Focus 4.00 6 Music 
Artist In Residence 5.00 Chris 
Hawkins 


Classic FM 


6am More Music Breakfast 
9.00 Alexander Armstrong 
12noon Aled Jones 4.00 John 
Brunning 7.00 Smooth Classics 
At Seven 8.00 The Classic FM 
Concert With John Suchet. 
Works by Copland, Dvorak, 
Philip Lane, Beethoven, Finzi 
and Farrenc. 10.00 Smooth 
Classics 4am Katie Breathwick 
4.00 Sam Pittis 


Absolute Radio 


6am Dave Berry 10.00 Leona 
Graham 1pm Ben Burrell 4.00 
Bush And Richie 7.00 Absolute 
80s Greatest Hits With Claire 
Sturgess 10.00 Dan Noble 4am 
Sophie K 


Heart 

6.30am Heart Breakfast 

With Jamie Theakston And 
Amanda Holden 10.00 Pandora 
Christie apm Dev Griffin 

4.00 JK And Kelly Brook 7.00 
Heart's Club Classics With 
Toby Anstis 10.00 Heart’s Feel 
Good Weekend With Anna 
Whitehouse 1am Heart's Feel 
Good Weekend With Katrina 
Ridley 


TalkSPORT 

6am TalkKSPORT Breakfast 
With Alan Brazil 10.00 Jim 
White, Martin Keown And 
Bob Mills 4pm Hawksbee 
And Jacobs 4.00 Drive 7.00 
GameDay Countdown 10.00 
Sports Bar 1am Extra Time 
With Martin Kelner 
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FOOD 





s the first lockdown 
came into force last year, 
Selina Cairns was awash 
with milk, her sheep 
diligently producing 
it, oblivious to the turmoil around 
them. The Scottish farmer was also 
faced with a mountain of cheese. 
Her soft Lanark Blue, which is made 
using unpasteurised ewe’s milk, 
is popular on the cheese boards of 
pubs and restaurants, but all the 
doors were closed. 

Cairns’s Blackmount variety, 
meanwhile - a raw, ashed cheese 
made with goat’s milk - ripens after 
just two weeks, and so was in no 
position to wait out the pandemic. 

Cairns, who with her husband 
Andrew runs Errington Cheese 
on a farm in Lanarkshire, was 
forced to rethink. She did what 
she knew - she made cheese. But 
instead of soft wheels, Cairns set to 
work producing harder varieties 
that would mature over time and 
wouldn’t spoil. Shelves normally 
lined with her Sir Lancelot, a runny, 
smooth, Brie-like creation, became 
home to Bonnington Linn, and Tinto, 
both more akin to Cheddar. 

She tells i: “We usually focus on 
fresh, softer sheep and goats’ milk 
cheeses which we sell to restaurants 
and take to market. They mature 
quickly and are ripe in weeks. 

“We couldn’t sell our milk on 
anywhere and we didn’t want to 
see it go to waste, and our only real 
option was cheese. We realised we 
had to make harder cheeses that 
would last - that would be ready to 
sell this year. Lockdown was so hard 
for us. These cheeses might mean 
we can keep on - they’re ready now 
and with hospitality and retail open 
we're selling again.” 

Sales online were crucial. 
Bonnington Linn, a light, not overly 
goaty goat’s cheese with a nutty 
flavour and a caramel finish, has 
mostly been snapped up via the 
website already, but Cairns still has 
inventions waiting to be discovered. 

Her Corrington Linn, fashioned 
in an avant garde sort of way by 
blending goat and sheep milk, is 
something new entirely. It lingers 
long on the palate and, with its 
farmyard undertones, cannot really 


\ 





Curds and 
wahey! ltsa 
solaen age 
for cheese 


During the hard days of the past year, 
dairy farmers diversified. ‘The results, 
discovers Josh Barrie, are delicious 


be compared to anything else in 
Britain today. 

Errington was not the only farm 
making “lockdown cheeses”. Across 
the UK, dairy farmers, with surplus 
milk and time on their hands, set to 
work experimenting, and the result 
more than a year on is a wealth of 
new cheeses that might never have 
been made in a healthier world. 

Patrick McGuigan, a food 
journalist and author of The 
Philosophy of Cheese, has been 
shining a spotlight on Britain’s 
new larder in recent weeks. It is 
independent, artisan producers who 
need our support, he suggests. 

“Tt was touch and go for a lot of 
producers,” he says. “They were in 
serious peril. But they got through. 
There was real togetherness and 
they moved so quickly. 

“The way they adapted to 
successive lockdowns has led to 
this sudden boom of creativity and 
the arrival of more new British 





Selina Cairns runs Errington 
Cheese with her husband 
Andrew at Walston Braehead 
Farm in Lanark MARC MILLAR 





cheeses in one year than ever before. 
I think it is how makers diversified 
and pivoted. It has led to such 
interesting cheeses. It’s a fascinating 
time for the industry. 

“The public response has also 
been amazing. People really do love 
cheese in the UK. I think it speaks to 
them on a fundamental level. We are 
obsessed with cheese in this country 
and it has never been better.” 

This month, McGuigan hosted a 


The Lockdown dozen Chosen by Patrick McGuigan 


Lypiatt 

The Old Cheese Room, Wiltshire 
Made with ultra-creamy Jersey cow’s 
milk, this soft, lactic cheese has an 
ashed, wrinkly rind and nice mix of 
citrus and buttery flavours. 
theoldcheeseroom.com 


Ashcombe 

King Stone Dairy, Gloucestershire 
Britain's answer to Morbier, this 
supple organic cow's milk cheese has 
a line of edible ash running through it. 
georgeandjoseph.co.uk 


Holbrook 

St James Cheese, Cumbria 

Aged for around six months, this raw 
milk goat’s cheese is named after late, 
great cheesemaker Mary Holbrook. 
thecourtyarddairy.co.uk 


La Fresca Margarita 

Feltham’s Farm, Somerset 

Inspired by queso fresco from 
Mexico, this lemony and light organic 
cheese made by Marcus Fergusson 
and Penny Nagle (inset right) is perfect 
for crumbling over tacos. 
felthamsfarm.com 


Tinto 

Errington Cheese, Lanarkshire 
Matured for up to four months, 
Tinto is an unpasteurised Gouda- 
esque goat’s cheese. Sweet, sharp 
and earthy. 

erringtoncheese.com 


Little Lepe 

Rosary Goats Cheese, Wiltshire 

A pasteurised Crottin-style goat’s 
cheese, Little Lepe has a pretty ashed 
rind and brilliant white interior 

that is fresh and zingy with creamy, 
Lemony notes. 
rosarygoatscheese.co.uk 


Heckfield 

Village Maid Cheese, Berkshire 
Heckfield’s gorgeously golden colour 
comes from Guernsey milk, which is 
sourced from nearby Heckfield Place. 
Aged for nine months until brimming 
with buttery, umami flavours. 
thecheesegeek.com 


St Helena 

St Jude Cheese, Suffolk 

Suffolk’s answer to St Nectaire. This 
washed rind, raw cow's milk cheese 




















“Cheese Weekender”. Dairy farmers 
such as Martin Gott from St James 
Cheese in Cumbria discussed 
Holbrook, a hard, crumbly goat’s 
cheese with “complex herbaceous 
notes”, while Max Melvin 

from La Fromagerie, a London 
cheesemonger, considered the “new 
wave” and how the “British cheese 
community continues to reflect 

on this outpouring of creativity 

in adversity”. Melvin called these 


is made by Blake Bowden and Julie 
Cheyney at a dairy farm near Bungay. 
Buttery, farmyardy and squidgy. 
slatecheese.co.uk 


High Weald Dairy, 
West Sussex 
An aged ricotta made from cow's and 


sheep's whey that adds a salty tang to 

























modern times a “golden age of 
cheese”. And it is. Our dairy farmers 
are testament to the sentiment. 
Another to have met the 
pandemic with a burst of zeal is 
Penny Nagle, who, with her partner 
Marcus Fergusson, runs Feltham’s 
Farm in Somerset — in the “Silicon 
Valley of Cheese”. She tells i: “We 
had 2,000 cheeses in stock in 
March. All our orders disappeared 
overnight. We tried calling around to 


dishes. Works well grated onto salads, 
roasted vegetables, tomatoes, pasta 
dishes or pizza. 

highwealddairy.co.uk 

Burt’s Blanc 

Burt’s Cheese, Cheshire 

A crumbly, clothbound Cheshire-style 
cheese produced by the makers of 
Burt's Blue. 

burtscheese.co.uk 


Balcombe Breeze 
Balcombe Dairy, West Sussex 

A young, alpine style cow's milk 
cheese, which has a dusty coat and 
delicate milky flavours. Could be 
thought of as a British Tomme. 


thecheeseman.co.uk 
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Lincolnshire Poacher Cheese, 
Lincolnshire 

A new Parmesan-style cheese, 
» which is named after the 

temperature at which the curds 
. are ‘scalded’ to achieve a firmer, 
) harder texture. Won't be ready 
~ until 2022! 
lincolnshirepoachercheese.com 
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find smaller retailers and managed 
to shift most of them but around 300 
cheeses had to be given to the pigs in 
the end. 

“Lockdown brought so many 
problems. Of course, we shifted our 
focus to selling online but another 
problem was trying to predict sales. 
Everything was so changeable 
coming in and out of lockdowns.” 

The response at Feltham’s Farm 
was La Fresca Margarita, which has 
already scooped awards and is being 
lapped up by chefs of the highest 
calibre. A fresh, creamy queso fresco 
cheese, it says nothing of its West 
Country origins or the other blocks 
traditionally made in such fields. 

“Texturally, it’s like ricotta — it’s 
a wet cheese,” Nagle explains. 

“We take cheeses from our travels 
which we love, and as we can’t go on 
holiday at the moment, we thought 
it worked perfectly. We brought 
holidays home. It also takes just four 
days to make, so it meant that we 
could be much more flexible. It has 
been practical. 

“If the Government announced 
an opening, we could get orders out 
efficiently. It is how we responded 
and I’m glad that it is thought of so 
highly already.” 

La Fresca would be good on tacos, 
or served at breakfast with lemon 
and herbs. It’s a versatile, velvet 
mitten of a cheese, excellent to cook 
with or, equally, unctuous if unsalted 
and paired with honey and yoghurt. 

Nagle adds: “It’s a positive to 
come out of a horrible time. The 
pandemic forced us to do something 
completely at the opposite end of the 
spectrum. We never imagined we'd 
do this, but it was the logical thing 
to do.” 
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Friends reunited: 
The One with 
the [railer 


seeing the gang back together again was 
Strangely moving, writes Emuly Baker 


hen the first 
sneak peek of the 
upcoming Friends 
reunion arrived 
last week, I was 
disappointed. I don’t need Lady 
Gaga, David Beckham, Justin 
Bieber, BTS or (perhaps most 
confusingly) Malala Yousafzai to 
tell me how good Friends is and, 
frankly, I don’t care to hear their 
gushing opinions on one of the 
best-loved series of all time. What 
are they going to tell me? That they 
think Joey trying and failing to 
learn French is one of the funniest 
episodes of T'V ever? I already 
know that, thank you very much! 

Even as a diehard fan, I had 
already written off the reunion 
as a throwaway show that would 
simply be an hour of fawning 
—no better than the “100 best 
Friends episodes” marathons that 
accompany my Sunday morning 
hangovers. I would tune in, of 
course, I’m not that much of a 
sourpuss, but I wouldn’t enjoy it. 

Then the trailer arrived. 

The two-minute clip opens with 
the cast - Matt LeBlanc (Joey), 
Matthew Perry (Chandler), 
Jennifer Aniston (Rachel), 
Courtney Cox (Monica) and Lisa 
Kudrow (Phoebe) - squashed 
on to a couch in the famous New 
York apartment, eagerly shouting 
out the answers to questions 
being asked by an excited 
David Schwimmer (Ross). It’s a 
recreation of one of my favourite 
episodes, “The One with the 
Embryos”, in which the men and 
women face off in a contest to 
see who knows more about the 
other. Seeing it recreated 23 years 
after it first aired, I found myself 
becoming surprisingly emotional. 

While I like to imagine that the 
actors have spent time together 
behind closed doors, the trailer 
shows them meeting on set for the 
first time since the show ended 
in 2004 - an episode I have very 
clear memories of watching as an 
11-year-old in my parents’ living 
room, too young to understand 
half the jokes but laughing along 
anyway. “Wow, does Courtney 
still have her lines written on 
the table?” asks LeBlanc as he 
wanders around the apartment; 
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The reunion trailer (left) recreates a scene froma 1998 episode in series four 


Perry and Cox are shown crying at 
the overwhelming nostalgia. 

There are some bum notes 
—I could do without the glam 
celebrity-focused chat led by 
James Corden and the, ahem, 
changes (read: extensive fillers and 
Botox) in the cast’s faces are rather 
startling. But all reservations 
were overridden by the sheer 
exhilaration of seeing my six 
on-screen mates back together. 
Watching Kudrow channel the 
exact same Phoebe energy into 
a table read for “The One Where 
Everybody Finds Out” was nothing 
short of magical. 

[rarely allow myself to judge a 
TV show by its trailer, but I cannot 
help feeling hopeful that maybe 
the Friends reunion will not be the 
dud I first expected. There were 
the six friends I know and love as 
much as my own pals, sitting in 
the apartment I’ve visited (albeit 
through a screen) too many times 
to count, laughing and joking as 
usual. It felt - and I know this 
sounds ridiculous — like home. 

I know I won't be alone in that 
feeling. Friends is a show that 
has been mythologised beyond 
comprehension and one we return 
to when we are sad, joyful, giddy or 
nostalgic. It has survived endless 
rounds of questioning - “was 
Friends really that good?”, “is 
Friends problematic?” (through 
a 2021 lens, there is no denying 
the show raises issues) - and 
transcended from being just 
another US sitcom to a global 
cultural touchstone (even my 
local Primark has a Central Perk- 
themed café). 

When it airs next week, we 
might find the Friends reunion 
isn’t exactly what we wanted (let’s 
be honest, all we really want is 
a new episode), but the trailer 
offers hope that while there will 
be celebrity felicitations and the 
inevitable questions about whether 
Rachel and Ross were on a break 
or not (they were), our beloved 
show won't be reduced to an 
unconsidered cash grab. 

A week out from the show’s 
premiere on HBO Max (there’s no 
news of a UK broadcast date yet), 
it looks as if the friends are still 
there for us. 
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‘Cut and edge your lawn to 
perfection with no cord, no 

messy petrol and, best of all, 
no hassle.’ 






Nick Grey, 


inventor and 

owner of Gtech 
Cordless convenience handle takes the stress off your shoulders, neck 
Our new GT50 Grass trimmer is powered by an and back, giving you the freedom to move around 


18V motor, giving you the freedom to cutand edge your garden with ease. 
your lawn with precision, and the days of tangled 
trimming lines and spools are over — our easy fit 
grass trimmer blades clip on quickly and easily. 


Versatile 
With a simple twist of the cutting head, the 
GT50 Cordless Grass Trimmer transforms into 


Practical a precision lawn edger, helping you achieve a 
Performance is important, but so is ease of use. beautifully neat finish. This cordless tool will leave 
Weighing only 1.85kg the GI50 makes lawn your garden looking stunning throughout summer 
edging and trimming effortless. The ergonomic and beyond.. 


Normal price £129-99 Order today for just £99.99 


Visit www.gtech.co.uk, go to the checkout and add the code WR59 


or call O800 030 81 19 (24 hour freephone information and sales line) 4. 
>< Trustpilot 


Tracked free delivery and 2-year warranty 

Your product will be delivered to your home next business day by award winning courier DPD. You will 
receive a text enabling you to track your delivery, which will be within a | hour slot. Your product will 
automatically be registered for Gtech’s 2-year warranty and you'll enjoy the support of our UK head office 
customer service line, email service, web chat and self service web portal. 


Gtech’s Trustpilot rating is 


4.6 out of 5 


Gtech after 85,000 reviews 





Offer only available directly from Gtech until 30/09/2021 or while stocks last. This promotional code is not transferable and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. 
See www.gtech.co.uk for full details. Grey Technology Ltd t/a Gtech, Brindley Road, Warndon, Worcester, WR4 9FB. CPN4929 
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isn't strong, 
my work 
 won'tbe 
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the beast of Hamlet 


f Cush Jumbo is tired, she is not 

showing it. Currently shooting 

Netflix’s Harlan Coben thriller 

Stay Close in Manchester, the 

35-year-old is spending her 
spare time preparing to play Ham- 
let at the Young Vic and hanging out 
with her “travelling circus” of a fam- 
ily (tech developer husband Sean 
Griffin and their three-year-old son 
Maximilian). Yet, in conversation, 
she is a bundle of enthusiasm, vital- 
ity and good humour. 

The Good Wife star brought her 
family back to the UK in February 
2020, after five years in New York; 
they have since split their time be- 
tween her home town of London and 
the Isle of Wight where, last sum- 
mer, she filmed The Beast Must Die. 

Based on the novel by Cecil Day- 
Lewis, the psychological thriller 
casts Jumbo as Frances Cairns, a 
widowed teacher grieving her six- 
year-old son’s death in a hit-and- 
run. Frustrated by police inaction, 
she identifies wealthy narcissist 
George Rattery (Jared Harris) as 
prime suspect and inveigles herself 
into his world with murder in mind. 

“I started to feel bad for 6) 
Frances that she didn’t get to 
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‘Iwas always 
skint. Ihad 
three jobs to 
make the rent’ 


Continued from page 39 


go home to be with her kid,” says 
Jumbo, “but in jobs where you 
have to go there, you have to know 
how to pull yourself out again. 
Having Max there was really help- 
ful with that.” 

Having left, like many actors of 
colour, for the US in search of bet- 
ter roles, does her return suggest 
professional opportunities have 
improved here? “The main reason 
[for my move back] was cultural - 
I wanted my son to grow up with 
that British sense of humour, go 
to the park, speak with my accent. 
But the TV industry is improving. 
We're all seeing more of ourselves. 
The more that happens, the more 
normal it becomes, so one day we 
can all stop talking about it.” 

The role that had kept her in the 
US and made her globally famous 
was that of sharp-witted lawyer 
Lucca Quinn in The Good Wife 
and its sequel, The Good Fight. It 
came about after her solo theatre 
show Josephine and I transferred 
to New York in 2015 and was seen 
by series star Christine Baranski. 
It was a dazzling showcase: 
Jumbo wrote 23 characters for 
herself in the story of jazz singer 
Josephine Baker. 

“Thad to pay the bills,” she says, 
recalling the straitened circum- 


Cush’s 
grieving 
mother 
Frances 
believes 
Jared 
Harris’s 
George 
killed her 
sonin 
‘The Beast 
Must Die’ 


stances of the play’s creation. “It 
wasn’t like my career shot into 
the stars the minute I left drama 
school. I was always skint; I had 
three jobs a week to make the rent 
and, when I couldn’t do that, I was 
a regular at [payday lenders] The 
Money Shop. My situation had to 
get desperate to give me the push 
to write the play I wanted to write. 
I knew it was what I was meant to 
be doing, but when the business 
tells you there’s no place for you in 
it, you do wonder.” 

Jumbo has been performing 
since taking up dance classes at 
the age of three; as the second of 
six children born to a Nigerian 
father and British mother, it was 
virtually compulsory. “You have to 
be seen and heard, to know when 
to step up and when to step back.” 

Jumbo had few qualms about 
leaving Lucca, the character she 
has played the longest. “Over time 
your arcs have nowhere to go - it’s 
just the nature of serial television. 
Some people stay for the cheque, 
but that’s not me.” 

The ending has opened up 
possibilities.“I’d love to do more 
films now. Before, the decision 
would be either a small part ina 
big film, a bigger part in a small 
film, or a play - and the play al- 
ways wins. It’s where I get filled up 
with what I need to come back and 
do screen again. It’s not negotia- 
ble. I was living transatlantically, 
so a film would mean not seeing 
my family for a year. Also not ne- 
gotiable. If my life isn’t strong, my 
work won't be any good.” 

When that play is Hamlet, it is 
no contest at all. Having taken the 
idea of playing the Dane to Young 





Chaotic anti-romcom 
Skewers modern love 


RARE BEASTS (15) 


Dir: Billie Piper, 87 mins, starring: 
Billie Piper, Leo Bill, Kerry Fox 


Review by Francesca Steele 


It is thrilling to watch Billie Piper’s 
emergence as a new voice. In last 
year’s hit TV show I Hate Suzie 
(which Piper co-created) and 
now in this film, her directorial 
debut, which she has also written 
and stars in as a mother trying to 
square feminism with love, she has 
a frenetic energy that makes you 
sit up. 

Rare Beasts is a strange film, 
at points darkly comic, at others 


meandering into experimental 
visuals and baffling dialogue that 
I can’t claim to have always fully 
understood. But although it is 
chaotic it never feels untethered. 
Piper has something to say. 

The opening scene hits like a 
truck. Mandy (Piper) is on a date 
with misogynist Pete (Leo Bill), 
who straight out of the gate com- 
plains that women are “intoler- 
able” and these days have “more 
testosterone coursing through 
their veins than blood”. 

“You're going to rape me to- 
night, aren’t you? Those are 
classic rapist remarks,” replies 
Mandy, before running out of the 
restaurant to be sick. It feels like 


Vic artistic director Kwame Kwei- 
Armah in 2019, Jumbo endured 
a delay of more than a year. The 
show, which opens in September, 
reunites her with Greg Hersov, 
who directed her to career-chang- 
ing acclaim as Rosalind in the 
Royal Exchange’s As You Like It 
in 2012 - a performance that con- 
vinced Jumbo that she “might be 
good at this”. 

Which is just as well - this 
arch-researcher, who prepared to 
play Eliza Doolittle by frequent- 
ing flower markets at 4am, has 
just nine days between wrapping 
Stay Close and starting rehearsals 
for Hamlet. “I know,” she groans. 
“Hamlet is a beast, but P’ve always 
been fascinated by the big conver- 
sation it has about masculinity. 
Shakespeare wrote it as the cen- 
tury was turning and he’d lost his 
little son, so I think he’s testing out 
what the coming man looks like. I 
loved that idea: which man are 
you supposed to be? A Stormzy? 
A Boris Johnson? A man in heels 
ona catwalk?” 

Almost all of her other projects 
are under wraps, except Greatest 
Day, a screen adaptation of the 
Take That musical, in which art 
will imitate life, as she plays a 
longtime devotee of a veteran boy 
band. “I was a big fan at 11, so this 
is a huge deal,” she says, almost 
hyperventilating. “I’m really hop- 
ing I get to smell them at least, if 
they just walk past me on set...” 

The 11-year-old Jumbo would 
no doubt have approved of her 
latest initiative, aimed at address- 
ing cuts to arts funding. “I’m set- 
ting something up about creating 
more, exciting children’s theatre. 
Kids like danger, glamour, excite- 
ment, music, people beating each 
other up.” 

Jumbo remembers her own 
earliest performances and smiles. 
“T can’t remember ever wanting 
to be anything else. My parents 
always said I was put on the door- 
step by Fred and Ginger. With a 
name like Cush Jumbo, what else 
would I have done?” 


‘The Beast Must Die’ begins on 
BritBox on 27 May; ‘Hamlet’ is at 
the Young Vic, London, from 25 
September (020 7922 2922) 


a Black Mirror episode, where eve- 
ryone has been given some kind of 
brutal honesty microchip. Could 
there be anything to learn from 
such mean-spirited frankness? 
The pair inexplicably get to- 
gether (he is not a rapist), despite 
Pete’s traditionalist religious 
views rubbing up against Mandy’s 








A zombie 
neist with 
sore al 
Its core 


confused feminism. She wants a 
man, she sighs, as a Greek chorus 
of women stop in a London street 
and berate her for being so weak. 

There is a dinner party where a 
devout dinner guest sobs: “I can’t 
live every day without thinking 
somebody had a plan.” There is a 
wedding where Lily James rocks 


Piper’s 
Mandy finds 
herself pairing 
up withan 
intolerable 
misogynist 


up for five minutes, promising to 
obey her husband and remind- 
ing Mandy that: “That’s our gift 
as women, we can see through 
all [men’s] arrogance and rage.” 
Is Piper telling us that becom- 
ing a Trad Wife is the route to 
women’s salvation? 

She is not; as the ending shows, 
it is far more complicated than 
that. But she is saying that know- 
ing what you want is often be- 
wildering. Mandy really could 
be Fleabag’s cousin, longing for 
someone to tell her what to do, 
what to wear, who to love. 

Piper makes bold choices visu- 
ally, with claustrophobic Lynchian 
shots filmed from slightly below, 
as if what we’re seeing isn’t quite 
real. It’s ashort film, but it’s a fren- 
zied ride, wild and probing, raging 
against the world in a wonderfully 
refreshing way. 


In cinemas now 





ARMY OF THE DEAD (18) 

tk KKK 

Dir: Zack Snyder, 148 mins, starring: 
Dave Bautista, Ella Purnell, Tig Notaro, 
Ana de la Reguera, Omari Hardwick 


Review by Christina Newland 


Bombastic, gruesome, and shot 
through with slapstick hilarity, 
Army of the Dead is a neon-tinged 
zombie-action flick that makes 
Friday night viewing fun again. 
Zack Snyder, whose last foray 
into zombie horror was the darkly 
thrilling Dawn of the Dead in 2004, 
has returned to the genre as a film- 
maker as lauded as he is divisive. 
But this is a different, and clearly 





ARMY OF THE DEAD (18) 


‘ 


Big mac Dave 
Bautista’s hulking 
Scott turns from 
burger flipper 
into zombie-killer 
extraordinaire 





bigger-budget, proposition, fund- 
ed by Netflix and set against a 
much less po-faced backdrop. 

Snyder’s opening sequences, at 
which he has always been a dab 
hand, are completely thrilling: a 
government secret weapon spills 
after a road accident, unleashing 
terror on the city of sin. 

Las Vegas is overrun by flesh- 
eating ghouls who wander the 
poker halls and topless showgirls 
onamission to tear out throats, set 
against the strains of Elvis’s “Viva 
Las Vegas”. If that sounds lurid 
and faintly comic, you’re on the 
right track: this isn’t an ominous 
horror movie so much as a light- 
hearted if gory heist-actioner. 


RARE BEASTS (15) 


Before a scheduled tactical | 
bombing of Vegas, Scott (Dave 
Bautista), a burger flipper whose 
zombie-killing days are behind 
him, is asked to head up a team 
to break back into a casino and | 
fetch millions of dollars from its 
safe before it is all blown to smith- 
ereens. Bautista proves to be a 
likeable, hulking lead with a heart 
of gold, and is here supported by 
a variety of entertaining, if pud- 
dle-deep, ensemble players, from 
Tig Notaro as a tough helicopter 
pilot to Ella Purnell as Bautista’s 
estranged daughter. 

Visually, Snyder lessens his 
previous fascination with exces- 





Throwing the 
conventions of the 
heist genre into the 
mix is inspired 


sive slo-mo and dark imagery 
and has some fun with the tacky 
backdrop, featuring pop art 
colours everywhere. 

The Vegas gambit is great fun, 
and throwing the conventions of | 





the heist/safe-cracking genre into | 


the mix is inspired. | 

Horror purists may not love 
these zombies, who can run, rea- 
son, organise and even breed. Yet 
beyond that, the classic tropes - 
“Have I been bitten?” and “Now I | 
have to shoot this guy I like before 
he tries to eat me” - are all present 
without an iota of irony. All of this 
to say that Snyder still isn’t exact- 
ly reinventing the wheel. 

But the wheel never really stops 
moving, either. Snyder dispenses 
with sludgy exposition in order | 





to throw inventively horrible set — 


pieces at the audience; the torso 
bisections, arterial blood gushes 
and other gnarly effects are just 
plain fun to watch. I don’t think 
Snyder is the messianic creative 
force that some would believe him 





to be: he is too silly for that. But | 


there are so many moments in 
Army of the Dead that are sheer | 
“point-and-yell-over-your-beer” 
entertainment, and isn’t that what 
we're all looking for here? 


Available on Netflix 





MY NEW YORK YEAR (15) 





“If some of the emotional notes 
feel a bit tacked-on and it doesn't 
quite work on a deeper level, it is at 
least outrageously entertaining.” 
The List 


“Billie Piper's ambitious, darkly 
funny directorial debut suggests 
the arrival of anew film-maker 
with a vision, verve anda voice.” 
Empire 


‘A pleasant film that may leave you 
craving more of the egotism and 
rancour that seeps from every pore 








of the New York literary scene.” 
Little White Lies 





“The film’s masterful prologue 
writes a cheque that the remainder 
of this very Long, very indulgent 
film labours mightily to cash.” 
Slant 





“Wants to deal with big topics 
like gender equality and children 
with behavioural issues, but never 
moves past simple observations.” 
Screen Queens 





“Trips on the self-serious nature 
of its premise, and struggles with 
an antiquated quality out of sync 
with its timeline.” 
indieWire 





reclusive writer JD Salinger. 
Joanna (Margaret Qualley) is 

a precocious, squeaky clean 
would-be writer who wants to 
“be extraordinary”. However, 
her job at the agency is mundane. 
She is working for the formidable 
Margaret (Sigourney Weaver), 
doing paperwork, responding to 
letters from crackpots who want 
to contact Salinger and fielding 
the odd phone call from Salinger 
himself, who takes a shine to her. 

Ostensibly set in the 1990s, 
the story feels as if it is taking 
place many years earlier, ina 
quaint and sanitised New York. 
Sigourney Weaver’s glamorous 
Margaret seems like a figure from 
a lost golden age of literary life 
when great writers used to get 
drunk and say witty things at the 
Algonquin Hotel. 

Director Falardeau is aiming 
for a “quiet emotional” feel to 
match that found in Salinger’s 
most famous book, Catcher in 
the Rye, but his understated 
approach verges on the torpid. 

Geoffrey Macnab 


Nostalgic 
tale fails 
to inspire 


MY NEW YORK YEAR (15) 

Dir: Philippe Falardeau, 101 mins, 
starring: Margaret Qualley, 
Sigourney Weaver, Douglas Booth 


This foray into the New York 
literary world is far too bland and 
nostalgic to have much emotional 
impact. In its lesser moments, it 
plays like a bad episode of the T'V 
series Emily in Paris as we see an 
ingénue from out of town try to 
make sense of big city office life. 
The film (which was called My 
Salinger Year when it opened the 
Berlin Film Festival in 2020) is 
adapted from Joanna Rakoff’s 
book about her experiences in 
her early twenties at one of New 
York’s most venerable literary 


agencies, famous for representing Incinemasnow 
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A ste . m day out tothe seaside resort of Minehead 
The West Somerset Steam Express 


Saturday 24th July and 14th August 2021 
Departing London Paddington, Slough, Reading, Newbury 
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A day out by steam to the Bristol Channel coast featuring two historic steam 
locomotives in a day. 


This seaside special will be hauled by a magnificent steam loco taking 

a scenic route along the Kennet & Avon Canal and through the Vale of 
Pewsey. Our train will join the West Somerset Railway and a WSR steam 
loco will take over for the stretch past Dunster Castle into the resort of 
Minehead, where you can enjoy the sea and sand. 


Price 


V Standard £99pp/£303 family - includes a reserved seat usually at a table 
for four 

V First £159pp/£471 family - includes morning tea or coffee with a bacon/ 
breakfast roll, a Danish pastry and an afternoon service of tea or coffee 
with a savoury of the day followed by a scone with butter and jam 

V Premier £259pp/£781 family - includes a full English breakfast and a four 
course dinner served at your seat 


Enjoy Thei£10pp discount when you book using code SDU 


Have a great day - The Safe Way - your welfare is our priority and our Covid-19 travel 
procedures are available on our website. Refreshment trolley service. Junior fares available. 
Organised by The Railway Touring Company. The Railway Touring Company's standard 
conditions of booking and travel apply - see website or brochure for details. 
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For more information or to book, please call: 


01553 661 500 use code SDU ; = 


or visit: www.railwaytouring.net 
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KATY PERRY 
ELECTRIC 
The latest from Perry (above) 

may be a walking ad for Pokémon 
(it is featured on the forthcoming 
Pokémon 25: The Album), but it is 

also arather wonderful Taylor 

Swift-sounding synth-pop song. 


RISE AGAINST 
THE NUMBERS 
The Chicago punks hold their 
morals high with this song in 
support of activists, taken from 
their forthcoming album Nowhere 
Generation (out on 4 June). 


FRANCIS LUNG 
THE LET DOWN 
The Mancunian singer- 
songwriter hits a sweet spot 
with this melancholic groove. 
His second album, Miracle, 
is out on 18 June. 


THE EARLY MORNINGS 
DAY SPENT 
There is a fantastic angular 
energy to this track, taken from 
the Manchester trio’s debut EP 
Unnecessary Creation (18 June). 


LEON BRIDGES 
MOTORBIKE 
Announcing his third album 
Gold-Diggers Sound (28 July), 
this is amore urgent side to the 
American R&B artist than we are 
used to. A welcome new sound. 


SLEATER-KINNEY 
WORRY WITH YOU 
A joyous foray into experimental 
indie-rock, the first single 
from Corin Tucker and Carrie 
Brownstein’s self-recorded new 
album Path of Wellness (out on 
11 June) is a fantastic return. 


WOLF ALICE 
NO HARD FEELINGS 
Following the piano-led “The 
Last Man On Earth” and the 
unhinged “Smile”, the band’s new 
single from their third album 
Blue Weekend (out on 11 June) is 
another stroke of wonder. 


THE MOUNTAIN GOATS 
THE SLOW PARTS ON DEATH 
METAL ALBUMS 
Dark in Here (out 25 June) will 
be the American indie-rockers’ 
third album since lockdown 
began. Leading songwriter John 
Darnielle’s storytelling flows 
masterfully, as good as ever when 
ruminating about death metal. 
Giles Bidder 


here can be few people 
of any age in Britain 
today unfamiliar with 
“Blowin’ in the Wind”, 
a song that will be 60 
years old next year. Many will 
know the Bob Dylan original; 
others versions by Peter, Paul 
and Mary, Stevie Wonder, Elvis 
Presley, Lena Horne, Marlene 
Dietrich or Ziggy Marley. Some 
may know it from church, others 
from Forrest Gump or a Co-Op ad. 

Fans of Douglas Adams will re- 
member the song’s opening line 
(“How many roads must a man 
walk down?”) as the “Ultimate 
Question” in The Hitch-Hiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy. Much the 
same question was posed by 
Pope John Paul II after Dylan 
had sung the song at the 28rd 
Italian National Eucharistic Con- 
gress. Crowds sang it at protests 
against the Iraq War in 2003 as 
they had at 60s Vietnam pro- 
tests, and during the bitter battle 
for civil rights in the US. 

It is true that much popular 
music has endured - at any mo- 
ment of the day a DJ somewhere 
is playing 60s classics. But Dylan 
— who will turn 80 on Monday - 
occupies a special place not just 
in music but in 20th-century his- 
tory. His legacy is most apparent 
in the legions of “composers” who 
endeavour to create meaningful- 
ly emotive rock songs to be sung 
with a drummer nearby, empha- 
sising the downbeat. Asked re- 
cently to complete the sentence 
“without Bob Dylan there would 
be no...”, I added “idiosyncratic 
untrained vocalists singing about 
existential angst”. Facile but 
true. David Gray, Ed Sheeran and 
Laura Marling are among count- 
less singers indebted to Dylan. 

For it was Dylan who de- 
mocratised popular song, his 
desert boots trampling over long- 
established and formulaic Tin 
Pan Alley traditions, in the pro- 
cess changing the metabolism of 
popular music. 

While he famously described 
himself as just “a song and dance 
man’, he refused early on to bea 
music-business puppet, storm- 
ing off the set of The Ed Sullivan 
Show rather than compromise on 
his choice of song, and pushing on 
relentlessly as fans booed and ac- 
cused him of betrayal when he 
swapped his acoustic guitar and 
work-shirt for a Fender Strato- 
caster and leather jacket. 

“Almost single-handedly, 
Dylan took poetry off the dusty 
shelves and put it on the juke- 
box,” wrote Robert Shelton, the 
New York Times critic whose re- 
view of “a bright new face in folk 
music” playing at Gerde’s Folk 
City in September 1961 launched 
his career. 

Shelton was Dylan’s first bi- 
ographer, beginning work on 
the study that would become 
No Direction Home in early 1966. 
Uniquely, he was granted access 
to Dylan’s parents, whom no 
other journalist interviewed; to 
friends from his Hibbing child- 
hood and his student days in Min- 
neapolis; to musicians and poets 
with whom he had scuffled for 
dimes in Greenwich Village. 

From the outset, Shelton rec- 
ognised Dylan’s extraordinary 
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Dylan at 8O: a master 


and an influencer 


As anew edition of Bob Dylans most-revered biography 
marks his milestone birthday, its editor, Liz Thomson, 
reflects ona talent without whom we cannot understand 
the 2Oth century - and who continues to shape the 21st 


songwriting talent (“the singing 
poet laureate of young America” 
was how he described him in 
1963) and he wanted his book to 
treat him as one of the 20th cen- 
tury’s great shape-shifters, to be 
spoken of in the same breath as 
Shaw, Picasso and Welles. “There 
is scarcely a popular music form 
that Dylan didn’t infuse with new 
possibilities,” he wrote, describ- 
ing him as “a master politician as 
well as influencer”. 





Receiving the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom in 2012 REUTERS 


(TS 


Today’s “influencers” serve a 
different (and far more ignoble) 
function, but in the pre-wired 
world in which he came to fame, 
Dylan’s influence was as vast as 
it was unpremeditated. “Don’t 
follow leaders”, he sang in 1965’s 
“Subterranean Homesick Blues” 
— accompanied by the first music 
video, 16 years before the launch 
of MTV - but the world’s youth 
followed him nonetheless. 

Presenting him with a Ken- 
nedy Centre award in 1997, Bill 
Clinton thanked Dylan for “a life- 
time of stirring the conscience of 
the nation” - a view with which 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich, 
Clinton’s nemesis, agreed. 

Clinton, who, as a presidential 
candidate faced tricky questions 
about his draft deferment, said 
that Dylan provided those who 
protested against Vietnam “with 
a moral compass as accessible as 
the nearest radio”. Dylan never 
specifically spoke out against 
Vietnam, but songs such as “Mas- 
ters of War” and “The Times 
They Are a-Changin’”’ took clear 
aim at the military-industrial 
complex and at the senators 


and congressmen, mothers and 
fathers, quick to criticise “what 
they can’t understand”. 

The shockwave was in part de- 
mographic. With more teenagers 
on the streets, James Dean rep- 
resented the iconic potential of a 
rebellious cohort. Dylan taught 
it to protest. Unlike Joan Baez, 
who introduced songs by her 
then-unknown vagabond lover 
to a ready-made audience, Dylan 
never took to the barricades. But 
he gave teenagers — the real baby 
boomers, like Clinton, born in the 
years immediately following the 
Second World War - what Baez 
called their musical “arsenal”. 

His period as “a topical song- 
writer” was brief but productive: 
the songs he wrote in five-cent 
notebooks in Village coffee 
houses speak to us with the same 
urgency today as they did to Clin- 
ton - think of “With God On Our 
Side” and “A Hard Rain’s a-Gonna 
Fall”, Dylan’s nightmare war vi- 
sion written as the world stared 
into the abyss during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. Through songs 
such as “The Ballad of Medgar 
Evers” and “The Lonesome 
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Dylan circa 1970; 
right, with Joan 
Baez, 1965 MICHAEL 
OCHS ARCHIVES! 
GETTY, ALAMY 





Death of Hattie Carroll”, the 
grim waystations of America’s 
bloody civil rights struggle en- 
tered global consciousness. 

Like the troubadours and 
ballad-mongers of old, Dylan’s 
early songs provided us with his- 
tory lessons. They gave voice to 
our grievances and our grieving. 
As Barack Obama declared in 
2012 as he hung the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom around his 
neck, Dylan redefined “not just 
what music sounded like, but the 
message it carried and how it 
made people feel”. 

When the 2008 Pulitzer Prize 
Board honoured Dylan, it was 
with a special citation acknowl- 
edging his “profound impact on 
popular music and American 
culture, marked by lyrical com- 
positions of extraordinary poetic 
power”. More than anyone else, 
Dylan developed the Esperanto 
of the rock community - as David 
Bowie wrote in “Song to Bobby” 
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on Hunky Dory, “While trou- 
bles are rising, we’d rather be 
scared together than alone”. It 
was “A Hard Rain” that inspired 
a young Canadian poet named 
Leonard Cohen to try his hand 
at songwriting. 

In the 70s, Bruce Springs- 
teen and Patti Smith were each 
marketed as “the new Dylan”. 
Joni Mitchell, Lou Reed, Don 
McLean, Kurt Cobain, Tracy 
Chapman - no rock style or rock 
star has been untouched by 
Dylan, not even The Beatles. In 
the early 60s, they, too, sported 
Huck Finn caps, and “Working- 
Class Hero”, John Lennon's first 
post-Beatles song, is a direct lift. 

Dylan’s work is part of the 
woof and warp of popular cul- 
ture; lines from his great corpus 
of songs are used daily by head- 
line writers. How smart he was, 
observing that “money doesn’t 
talk, it swears”, or that some- 
one could be “helpless like a rich 
man’s child”. A group of Swed- 
ish research scientists routinely 
use Dylan lyrics in their articles, 
among them “Tangled Up in 
Blue: Molecular Cardiology in 
the Post-molecular Era”. 

Dylan’s reputation rests on a 
mighty handful of albums made 
before he turned 25, including 
Freewheelin’, Bringing it All Back 
Home and Blonde on Blonde, the 
electric aloums fusing extraor- 
dinary lyrics with what he called 
“that thin, wild mercury sound”. 

Each subsequent decade 
included one brilliant Dylan 
album: Blood on the Tracks (1975), 








Dylan took 
poetry off the dusty 
shelves and put it on 
the jukebox almost 
single-handedly 


Oh Mercy (1989) and Time Out of 
Mind (1997). Released amid the 
first Covid lockdown, Rough and 
Rowdy Ways, his first all-original 
outing since 2012, surprised a 
world which had assumed that Dy- 
lan’s creative muse had deserted 
him. It won widespread acclaim, 
analysis of his song “Murder Most 
Foul”, about the Kennedy assassi- 
nation, occupying endless column 
inches. The New Yorker described 
the album as “a reckoning with 
the vastness and immediacy of 
American culture”. 

Along the way, Dylan has paint- 
ed, sculpted, presented a much- 
praised radio series, and launched 
a range of bespoke whiskies. He 
has also raised eyebrows by li- 
censing some of his most famous 
songs for use in T'V ads in which 
he has sometimes appeared. Still, 
it could be said that in the endless 
commodification of his legacy, he 
has behaved like many others of 
his generation - selling his song 
catalogue for upwards of $8300m 
(£212m) last December was sim- 
ply the rock star’s equivalent of 
cashing in the corporate pension. 

But then he has often been con- 
tradictory - or as he puts it on his 
latest album, “I Contain Multi- 
tudes”. The line is from Walt Whit- 
man, who hung out in Greenwich 
Village 100 years before Dylan, 
throwing off the shackles of po- 
etic form and writing free verse in 
a voice uniquely American. Many 
say that without Whitman, you 
cannot fully understand America. 
Without Dylan, you cannot fully 
understand the 20th century. 


‘Bob Dylan: No Direction Home’ by 
Robert Shelton, a new illustrated 
edition witha foreword and 
afterword by Elizabeth Thomson, 
is published by 
Palazzo Editions 
(£30). Thomson 
is the author 

= of ‘Joan Baez: 

The Last Leaf’ 
(Palazzo Editions, 
£14.99) 





ALBUM REVIEWS 


A stunning 
portrait of 
adolescence 





OLIVIA RODRIGO 
Sour 

kkk 

Stream: Brutal, Good to 
You, Jealousy, Jealousy 


You simply cannot have escaped 


Olivia Rodrigo’s first single, 
“Drivers License”. It has been 
ubiquitous in the way that few 
songs are now, coming from 
seemingly nowhere in January 
to dominate the charts, the 
airwaves and T'V interstitials. 

It is a lovelorn song, a wail of 
anguish about the promises we 
make when we're in love and 
the way they dissipate when 
one of us moves on, and was 
given added potency by being 
supposedly about Rodrigo’s High 
School Musical: The Musical: The 
Series co-star and boyfriend 
dumping her in favour of another 
of their co-stars. It’s a story 
that sounds like your teenage 
niece trying to explain the 
complexities of her high school 
social hierarchy to your withered 
and ancient ears, which is 
exactly how it should be. 

You might think that an aloum 
coming off the back of a single 
as insanely massive as “Drivers 
License” might feel rushed out or 
half-finished, a cynical attempt 
to cash in as much as possible 
before the zeitgeist moves 








on. But Sour is a surprisingly 
accomplished package. Shot 
through with every available 
hormone, it opens with crashing 
guitar riffs and dances from 
Paramore to Lorde and back 
again. Rodrigo is as much at home 
growling about the bewildering 
chaos of being 17 as she is frailly 
keening with the knowledge that 
nothing in love is unique and 
everything is recycled. 

It’s astunning portrait of 
adolescence, timeless in a way 
that has me yearning for black 
kohl and baggy jeans, intense 
sleepovers with friends you 
would unironically die for. “I’m 
so sick of 17, where’s my f**king 
teenage dream?” she sings on the 
rollicking album opener, “brutal”. 
“If someone tells me one more 
time ‘enjoy your youth’ I’m gonna 
cry.” Oh the pain of feeling both 
sides of that line at once. 

There’s not much room 
for subtlety here: from her 
references (Taylor Swift, 

Hayley Williams, Lorde) to 
her lyrics, but Sour works, and 
it’s invigorating even to these 
withered and ancient ears. 





GARY NUMAN 
Intruder 

KK 

Stream: The Gift, 
Intruder 


If you look up the word “intense” 


in the dictionary, you'll find a 
picture of Gary Numan. And if it’s 
an online dictionary, you might 
find Intruder, his 18th solo studio 
album, autoplaying alongside 

it. A concept album, Intruder 
employs gothic rock and ominous 
strings to point out that the world 
is pretty much screwed. 

The title track is like a song 
from The Lion King recorded by 
Nine Inch Nails, its industrial 
beat thumping as Numan sings 
from the point of view of Earth 
addressing its destructive, 
God-fearing parasites: “This was 
always your one home/I won't 
pretend that I’ll miss you.” 

Numan has nailed the 
sense of doom that we all feel 
whenever another story about 
the climate emergency comes 
out, that uncomfortable feeling 
that you ought to do something 
about it while simultaneously 
knowing that you will probably 
do nothing. A crunching, angry 
lecture: this is a record that 
doesn’t care if we survive, it just 
wants us to know that it’s our 
own fault. 





MDOU MOCTAR 
Afrique Victime 

> ooo. @ 4 

Stream: Tala Tannam, 
Ya Hibiti, Afrique 
Victime 





Mdou Moctar’s first guitar was 
a heap of junk, quite literally, 
formed into a functioning 
instrument in secret by his 

own teenage hands. What a 
lightning rod it became. Taking 
the Tuareg music of his Saharan 
home, he twisted it, electrified it 
and turned it into music so vital 
it spread through West Africa 
simply by word of mouth (or, 
more accurately, Bluetooth from 
phone to phone). 

This is no privately educated 
guitar band forcing emotions on 
you: the intensity of Niger-born 
Moctar’s music is raw, cutting. 

On Afrique Victime, Moctar 
sings of the exploitation of West 
Africa, women’s rights, love and 
faith in the Tuareg language 
Tamasheq. It’s impossible to place 
in a genre: it has flashes of psych, 
of blues, theatrical rock, punk 
and dance - it feels endlessly 
sample-able - and twists and 
writhes out of your speakers. On 
the stunning unplugged “Tala 
Tannam”, the guitars spiral 
around each other, a moment of 
calm in a thrilling sandstorm of 
noise. Wonderful. 


Drom TODAY, APPLE TV+ 
Prince Harry and Oprah 
Winfrey join forces with a raft 
of celebrities to share their 
experience of mental illness and 
dispel myths around mental 
health. Pop star Lady Gaga (who 
goes by her real name Stefani 
Germanotta here), actress Glenn 
Close, Olympic boxer Ginny 
Fuchs and basketball player 
DeMar DeRozan are among 
those who tell their stories. 


FROM TODAY, 

AMAZON PRIME VIDEO 
This anthology drama has 
an incredibly starry cast, 
including Morgan Freeman, 
Anne Hathaway, Helen Mirren, 
Uzo Aduba, Anthony Mackie 
and Constance Wu. Arriving 
at a time when many of us are 
starting to socialise for the first 


time in months, Solos explores 
how we make connections 
with others even in our most 
isolated moments. 


SAT 8PM, BBC ONE 
Graham Norton returns to 
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Helen Mirren 

in ‘Solos’; Chris 
Packham’s 

garden offers a 
‘Great British 
Photography 
Challenge’; James 
Newman sings 

in ‘Eurovision 
Song Contest: 
Grand Final’; 
Martin Freeman 
and Daisy 

Haggard return in 
‘Breeders’; and Dr 
Chris van Tulleken 
asks ‘What Are We 
Feeding Our Kids?’ 


guide us through the 2021 final 
live from Rotterdam with his 
characteristic wit and sarcasm. 
Flying the flag for the UK 

is singer-songwriter James 
Newman, who hopes to impress 
voters with his song 
“Embers”. But it’s 
Italy’s entry from 
band Maneskin 
that is favourite 
to win. 
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SAT 9PM, 

SKY ARTS 

If you’re still wary 
about getting out to 
see live music in the 
real world, this celebration 

of the UK’s best-loved artists 
and venues is a nice stepping 
stone. Paul Weller, David Gray, 
Sleaford Mods, Amy Macdonald, 










The Fratellis, Frank Turner 
and James perform in the first 
episode, which will also act asa 
reminder that the pandemic has 
left the live music industry ina 
precarious position. 


: PS | Lo HERE 
1, DOCUMENTARIES 
9 wa Narrated by 
me club legend Eric 
Cantona, this 
documentary 


United went 
from a humble 
football team 
to a global 
phenomenon. Weaving 
in the influence of history 
and changes in the 
city on the club, 
this is a must- 
watch for 
anyone with 
an interest 
in the UK’s 
national 
pastime. 
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MON 9PM, BBC 
FOUR 

Another “Great 
British” 
competition 
show, this time 
challenging 

six amateur 
photographers 
to show off 
their skills 

and impress 


tells the story of 
how Manchester 














industry luminary Rankin. 

In the opening episode, the 
hopefuls must battle not just 
each other but also the elements 
on the Brighton seafront while 
shooting on their phones, before 
presenting Chris Packham 

with photos from his New Forest 
back garden. 


TUES 8PM, CHANNEL4& 
Comedian Tom Allen and Bake 
Off alumnus Liam Charles 
present another series of the 
pro baking competition. 
Patisserie experts and 
judges Benoit Blin and 
” Cherish Finden don’t go 
' easy in this first episode, 
asking the competing 
teams to recreate 24 
perfectly identical 
tartes Piémontaise 
and Jaffa cakes. 
They then 
have to turna 
modest bowl of 
strawberries 
and cream 
into a dessert 
fit for a fine- 
dining experience. 


| THURS 9PM, 

\ F | BBCONE 

=) Dr Chris van Tulleken 

Sem = puts his body through 
the ringer for this 
experiment, in which 
he takes 80 per cent of 

his calories for a month 

from ultra-processed 
food, such as chicken 

nuggets, pizza, frozen 




















chips and ready meals. The 
results are shocking and point 
to one of the reasons why 21 per 
cent of UK children are living 
with obesity by the time they 
leave primary school. 


iS) FROM THURS, BRITBOX 
BritBox’s first original drama 
is an addictive thriller starring 
Cush Jumbo (The Good Fight) 
and Jared Harris (Chernobyl). 
When Frances tracks down 
the man she believes killed 
her son in a hit-and-run she 
inveigles herself into his life 
with murderous intent. 
Interview, p39 


LO Firs 10PM,SKYONE 
The second series of the sitcom 
about the trials and tribulations 
of having children - created by 
Martin Freeman, Chris Addison 
and Simon Blackwell - jumps 
forward in time. Paul (Freeman) 
and Ally’s (Daisy Haggard) 
children are a little older, but no 
less beleaguering; how will their 
ad hoc parenting style hold up in 
the face of two teenagers? 


SARAH CARSON 
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A food series that serves up 
a powerful history lesson 


etflix’s High on the 
Hog: How African 
American Cuisine 
Transformed America 
begins in Dantokpa 
Market in Cotonou, Benin, 
where Stephen Satterfield and 
Dr Jessica B Harris (whose book 
inspired the show) meander 
through piles of emerald green 
okra and yams the size and 
shape of dinosaurs’ feet. 
The trip to the market is 
a staple in formulaic foody 
travelogues, which usually 
involve a famous chef being 
guided around the vivid, 
bustling stalls before cooking 
their own spin on the national 
dish in a rented villa. High 
on the Hog isn’t a travelogue 
—itis a novelistic, powerful 
documentary about food and 
history and how the foundations 
of America’s culinary traditions 
~ from Thanksgiving dinner to 
Southern barbecue and mac ‘n’ 
cheese - rest on the food culture 
brought from Africa. Benin is 
where one million African people 
were shipped across the sea in 
the transatlantic slave trade. 
Okra, Satterfield says, “made 
the voyage with us.” “We brought 
it to the New World,” Harris 
continues. “It’s the connector”. 
Food transcends sustenance 
and indulgence in this four- 
part series: it is the key to 
understanding US history, and 
key to the process of undoing 
centuries of whitewashing. 
It is absorbing to watch, as 
Satterfield — food writer, 
sommelier and now gentle, 
unrehearsed presenter — brings 





emotion and insight to the 
broad and living subject of 
African American food. 

High on the Hog is cinematic, 
made with a black production 
team and directed by Roger 
Ross Williams, the first African 
American director to win an 
Oscar. The series begins to 
correct the historical record, 
as well as the erasure of black 
cooks and film-makers in 
food T'V. Satterfield’s journey 
balances joy — each episode 
opens with a montage of song 
and dance - with anger at so 
many important figures being 
overlooked. The opening credits 
are a supercut of footage of white 
children pouring Aunt Jemima 
syrup on pancakes, shrimps 


America’s 
culinary traditions 
rest on the culture 
brought from Africa 


on the grill, a historically black 
college marching band and a 
KKK march. 

Starting with “Our Roots” 
in Benin, Satterfield walks the 
slave route, eats fried fish and 
oily peanut sweets in a floating 
village, and breaks down in 
tears in the Cemetery of Slaves, 
along, anguished and moving 
scene unlike any I have seen in 
food programming before. 

In “The Rice Kingdom”, 
he travels back to South 
Carolina and makes Gullah 
food - roasting a whole pig, 
he learns how unwanted cuts 


of meat given to slaves shaped 
the Southern stews to come; he 
interrogates a white rice farmer 
about his feelings about profiting 
from slavery. In “Our Founding 
Chefs”, he learns about Thomas 
Downing, the free black man 
who created an oyster empire 
in 19th-century New York 

and James Hemings, Thomas 
Jefferson’s cook, the first chef 
to train in France who brought 
home staples like macaroni. 

In “Freedom”, in Texas, 
Satterfield meets cowboys at an 
all-black rodeo and visits a baking 
blogger making cakes for the 
Juneteenth emancipation holiday 
who tearfully tells him that “the 
kitchen is one of the safest spaces 
for me”: at every turn, past and 
present are intertwined. 

Food TV, especially in Britain, 
is too often hasty and clean and 
apolitical, divorced from its 
greater context to our history 
and culture. High on the Hog 
should set a new precedent - a 
vegetable or fish or spice morphs 
from a food ona plate toa 
crucial symbol of generational 
importance. It is not only long 
overdue recognition of black food 
and its contribution to the US, 
told by African Americans, but a 
story about how many families, 
cooks, farmers, restaurateurs 
and historians have committed 
to honouring their ancestors, 
preserving their legacies and 
traditions to ensure they will 
not be forgotten. Mainstream 
television should start making 
the same commitment. 


On Netflix from 26 May 
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Presenters Stephen Satterfield and Dr Jessica B Harris visit the market in Cotonou, Benin 





The best of streaming 








THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, 
AMAZON PRIME VIDEO 
Barry Jenkins’ adaptation of 
Colson Whitehead’s Pulitzer- 
winning novel, about two slaves in 
the American South who make a 
bid for freedom, is a masterpiece. 





DAVINA McCALL: SEX MYTHS 
AND THE MENOPAUSE, ALL4& 

A frank documentary in which 
the presenter shares her 
experiences of the menopause 
and explores how damaging the 
taboo around the subject can be. 





KIM’S CONVENIENCE, NETFILX 
This charming, easy-to-watch 
sitcom follows a Korean 
Canadian family and the 
customers at their shop in 
Toronto - a fifth series arrives 
in a few weeks. 





THE KILLING, BBCIPLAYER 
All three series of the Danish 
sensation that sparked the 
obsession with Nordic noir are 
back - perfect viewing for those 
reluctant to escape hibernation 
(or let go of their knitwear). 
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MALIBU RISING 
Taylor Jenkins Reid 
(Cornerstone, £12.99) 
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Review by Francesca Steele 


f you are a fan of Taylor Jen- 

kins Reid, you will already 

have met Mick Riva, the des- 

picable rock star father at 

the centre of Malibu Rising. 
He arrived two books ago, in The 
Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo, a 
navel-gazing man-child and third 
husband of fictional Hollywood 
icon Evelyn. 

He is, to some degree, the same 
character here, a spineless celeb- 
rity with a litany of conquests, but 
now with an intriguing backstory 
and a legacy -— his first wife and 
their children. Reid’s previous two 
books, Seven Husbands... and the 
bestseller Daisy Jones and the Six, 
were about fame, and what it costs 
those who achieve it, but here she 
looks beyond the red carpet. Who 
are the families left behind when 
success goes stratospheric? 

This isn’t really a book about 
Mick Riva, in fact, but about his 
far more remarkable children. 
When it opens in 1983, the four 
grown Riva siblings are glam 
Malibu-dwelling surfers, super- 
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ESSAYS 

FIFTYSOUNDS 

Polly Barton (Fitzcarraldo 
Editions, £12.99) 











Polly Barton is known as an 
accomplished literary translator 
of Japanese writing, with several 
full-length translations to her 
name - most recently of Kikuko 
Tsumura’s There’s No Such Thing 
as an Easy Job. 

There is therefore something 
oddly satisfying about reading 
how someone now considered 
highly proficient in a language 
stumbled, toddler-like, through 
her first encounters with it. 

This is what she explores in 
her new memoir Fifty Sounds: 

a kind of second childhood in 

her early twenties, when she 
went to Japan on a teaching 
assistant programme, and began 
to assimilate its alternately 
stunning, overwhelming and 
often frustrating language 

and culture. 

It is also satisfying to read as 
she gradually unlocks more of the 
language, reassuming her role 
as a beginner to explain not just 
what a word means but where 





models and photographers, wak- 
ing up on the day of their annual 
end-of-summer party with myriad 
tensions just waiting to ignite. 

Nina, the eldest, has been left 
by her tennis pro husband; Hud 
is Sleeping with his brother’s ex; 
Jay hasn’t told anyone about his 
troubling doctor’s appointment 
yet; and Kit, the baby of the family, 
watches expensive caterers arrive 
and wonders how this peculiar, 
fancy life happened. 

Because here is the thing: the 
Rivas grew up poor. Why, when 
their dad is so rich? “The story of 
June and Mick seemed like a trag- 
edy to their oldest child,” Reid tells 
us the moment the 50s flashbacks 
start, kicking off a mystery that 
propels the narrative. 

This is an ambitious family 
saga, with characters and time- 
lines galore, and the opening is 
a slow burn, flitting between the 
present day of the party and the 
Rivas’ childhood decades earlier. 

The latter is vastly more com- 
pelling, and the modern day a tad 
confusing, with so many people to 
meet in so many different places. 

One of Reid’s great strengths is 
how fully she imagines her worlds 
—~ the anecdotes about previous 
Riva summer parties alone could 
fill a book - but it does occasionally 
mean that there are too many diz- 
zying colours and confabs. Soon 


she first encountered it and its 
range of associations. 

The book is a series of essays, 
each taking the title of a Japanese 
onomatopoeic phrase and a 
translation that is not so much 
literal as something which 
explains how the sound is linked 
to her own memories. These 
include “koro-koro: the sound 
your teeny little identity makes as 
it goes spinning across the floor” 
and “uwaa: the sound of the 
feeling that cannot be spoken”. 

Some of the essays are pure 
recollection, such as “zw’: the 
sound of always and never having 
been like this”, in which she 
realises in a single moment the 
strength of her affections for the 
man she has been seeing, as well 
as for the language he speaks. 

Others focus on Barton’s own 
philosophical thoughts about the 
process of learning a language 
and what it means for identity. 
She considers whether she is 
a different person in different 
languages, and at what point one 
can call oneself “fluent”. 

This is not a run-of-the- 

mill, “My Year Abroad”-style 
narrative about falling in love 
with a place and its people. 





Vivid world Jenkins Reid’s characters feel authentic DEBORAH FEINGOLD 


Barton does fall in love, but she 
is honest about the difficulties 
and confusion that beset her 
immersion. Early on, she recalls 
her 21-year-old self and her 
feelings of petulance and even 
anger at coming up against a 
world that tramples over the 
rules you thought you knew. “I 
wanted to stamp my feet, and 
tell the world how unacceptable 
this state of affairs was,” she 
writes of her encounters with 
certain Japanese phrases which 
use a corrupted kind of English - 
cheeseburgers become “cheese in 
Hamburg” - and her frustration 
with their illogical construction. 

Neither is this the story 
of a single, fleeting but 
transformative encounter. It is, in 
fact, the justification of Barton’s 
entire life. 

“Why Japan?” people ask her 
at parties, and she struggles 
to explain. Here, then, is her 
350-page attempt to answer that 
question - one which is about 
the entire course of her life and 
career thus far. 

You get the feeling she is trying 
to untangle the reasons for her 
own benefit as much as ours. 

Alys Key 


1. Operation Pedestal: The Fleet That Battled to Malta 1942 Max Hastings (William Collins) 
2. Slug: From the Ted Hughes Award-winning author of Nobody Told Me Hollie McNish (Fleet) 
3. Making It: How Love, Kindness and Community Helped Me Repair Jay Blades (Bluebird) 
.,. Power of Geography Tim Marshall (Elliott & Thompson) 
5. Pinch of Nom: Quick & Easy Kate Allinson & Kay Featherstone (Bluebird) 


SOURCE: WATERSTONES’ TOP HARDBACK FICTION & NON-FICTION TITLES 











FICTIONHOWTO 
KIDNAP THE RICH 
Rahul Raina 

(Little, Brown, £14.99) 





A satirical crime thriller-cum- 
profound social commentary, this 
is an uproarious ride through the 
caste system of Delhi, new and 
old. Energetic wit pours out of 
Raina’s prose, while an acerbic 
bite highlights inequalities in 
race, sex and social class. 

Clever, impoverished Ramesh 
and rich, lazy teenager Rudi 
career around the city together, 
their high jinks involving 
extortion, butchery, kidnap and 
cross-dressing. Veering from 
ridiculous to heart-rending, 
Raina’s exhilarating debut is 
pure entertainment. 

Rebecca Wilcock 





FICTION 
SNOWFLAKE 
Louise Nealon 
(Manilla, £12.99) 








Too many debut authors are 
dubbed “the new Sally Rooney”. 
Louise Nealon is one such - blame 
the fact that she’s Irish, the book 
features Trinity College Dublin, 
and the rights have been sold to 
the same people who adapted 
Normal People. But in content, 
Snowflake is more spry; it agitates 
and shifts your sense of certainty. 
Debbie is smart, but starting 









= What price fame for family left behind? 


enough, though, the book gallops 
along with Reid’s characteristic 
punchy style, all short sentences 
and wonderful peppy dialogue. 

It is full of warmth and tender- 
ness for parents and siblings who 
do their best, and for the tribes it 
describes; even the most obnox- 
ious, intoxicated party-goers elicit 
our understanding if not always 
our sympathy. I particularly liked 
its wise grasp of how people mu- 
tate, or perhaps just disguise their 
true nature from themselves and 
others until crises force them to 
reckon with it. 

“How,” Kit wonders, “were you 
supposed to change - in ways both 
big and small - when your family 
was always there to remind you of 
exactly the person you apparently 
signed an ironclad contract to 
be?” This isn’t a story of redemp- 
tion, but of evolution. 

Like the Malibu waves, the 
narrative is always shifting. It is 
a riveting, propulsive book with 
characters that stayed with me, 
not because they are complicated 
but because they are so vivid. Cru- 
cially, in the current climate, Mal- 
ibu Rising so forcefully invokes the 
sun-soaked beaches of California, 
and the inexorable rise and fall of 
80s wealth, that it is deliciously es- 
capist, conjuring the sun and the 
sand for readers stuck without, 
longing for their own liberation. 


university - even just commuting 
from her family’s dairy farm 

— means leaving her troubled 
uncle and unreliable mother 

for impractically long stretches 
of time. She makes a go of it, 
however, somehow attracting 
the friendship of the glamorous 
Xanthe, and throwing herself 
into obliterative nights out - until 
family drama gets its claws in and 
drags her back. 

Nealon tackles trauma and 
grief, sex and consent, self- 
delusion and the fear of what you 
might be capable of, deftly and 
with humour in a story that is 
sharp, clever and affecting. 

Ella Walker 
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| BELONG HERE 

Anita Sethi (Bloomsbury 

Wildlife, £16.99) 





After a train journey on which 
she was the victim of a hate 
crime, Mancunian Anita Sethi 
takes a stand against racism. 

She is called to nature by 
the Pennines - known as the 
backbone of Britain - and tells 
her heartfelt story of belonging. 

Nature’s beauty and 
wilderness provide a welcome 
escape from Sethi’s city life and 
kick-start a healing process after 
being told by her abuser to leave 
the country. An amazing odyssey: 
inspiring, powerful and brave. 

Karen Sykes 
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HOW 
TO LOVE ANIMALS 
Sq| Henry Mance 
(Vintage, £20) 





Love 
Animals 














Review by Clea Skopeliti 


e share the planet 
with at least a mil- 
lion other animal 
species, but in 
his debut, How to 
Love Animals: In a Human-Shaped 
World, it is primarily our world- 
shaping that Henry Mance dis- 
sects, from the brutal practices 
of abattoirs to philosophical ques- 
tions on the merits and pitfalls 
of our considering other species 
through an anthropomorphic lens. 

Given both the breadth and 
weight of the ideas he interro- 
gates, the blurb’s objectively twee 
tagline (“This is not a book about 
what animals can do for us, but 
what we can do for animals”) 
rather undersells it. 

As the Financial Times’ chief 
feature writer, Mance is well- 
equipped to take both the reader 
and himself on a journey, showing 
rather than telling: we follow as he 


puts in shifts at a slaughterhouse, 
visits farms on various points 
on the “ethical” continuum and, 
memorably, goes on a hunting 
trip in central Poland that alters 
his preconceptions. 

Mance’s book is periscopic in 
its vision, intertwining animal 
welfare considerations with the 
stark reality of the climate emer- 
gency and guiding the reader 
through various points where our 
lives meet those of other species. 
(Spoiler: these interactions rarely 
end well for the animals.) 

How to Love Animals achieves a 
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The book explores dilemmas about keeping animals AFP 


delicate balance between things 
the reader might rather look away 
from and lighter, more optimistic 
moments. No matter how neces- 
sary it is to our understanding 
of the food system, no one enjoys 
reading about abscesses on the 
feet of dairy cows or feeling the 
mounting dread that statistics 
on rising water levels provoke. 
Mance pulls off an all-too-uncom- 
mon feat in this, keeping in check 
the righteousness associated with 
certain tenets of Western environ- 
mentalism with a dry, occasionally 
self-deprecating tone. 


To his credit, Mance does not 
shy away from criticising certain 
factions of the environmental and 
animal rights movements, espe- 
cially where animals and ecologi- 
cal conservation are prioritised 
over human lives (often the lives 
of people in the Global South, who 
are disproportionately bearing 
the brunt of the climate crisis). 

This is particularly apparent 
in his discussion of anti-natal- 
ism - the belief that human pro- 
creation is unethical - which has 
taken hold in some corners of the 
climate cause. Mance writes that 
it “seems to bring out the worst 
instincts of the environmental 
movement -— to suggest some hu- 
mans are worth less than other 
animals, and to put preserving 
natural beauty for the wealthy 
above freedom for the poor”. In 
light of the rising threat of eco- 
fascism, it is vital to stamp out 
these instincts wherever they 
take root. 

How to Love Animals is compas- 
sionate, funny and utterly read- 
able. What’s more, Mance does 
something of enormous value: he 
surprises himself and the reader, 
too. After embarking on a fact- 
finding mission about hunting, 
the writer — who is vegan - notes: 
“Hunting means accepting there 
are times when we can kill an ani- 
mal, even take pleasure in it. But 
done right it is a springboard to an 
understanding of other animals 
and recognition of our place in the 
natural world.” 

In marrying this openness with 
his clarity of vision, Mance offers a 
new window on the climate emer- 
gency - one of the most pressing 
issues of our time. 
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Whether you feel optimistic about foreign travel opening up or are Looking forward instead to another summer of staycations, ‘Gray 





Malin: The Essential Collection’ (Abrams, £50) arrives at an apt time. Famous for his sun-drenched, colourful shots, this vibrant 
celebration of the first decade of the photographer’s work provides either an uplifting preview of what lies ahead or much-needed 
vicarious escape. Images of Parisian streets and Positano coves sit alongside Manhattan skylines and the Californian coast, asin the 
joyous ‘Beach Ball Splash’, above, shot in the Coral Casino Beach and Cabana Club in Santa Barbara. 





Emma Kennedy, 
Writer 


Where are you now and 

what can you see? 

I’m sitting at my desk, where I’m 
supposed to be writing a book. 
I’m not. I’m eating cheese and 
biscuits and wondering when it’s 
ever going to stop raining. I can 
see my two dogs, who are also 
staring out, wondering when it’s 
ever going to stop raining. 


What are you currently reading? 
Heroic Animals by Clare Balding. 
As aside bar, I’m re-reading 
Graham Greene. I’m currently 
on The Third Man, which I had 
forgotten was never intended 

to be a novel. It doesn’t work 

as a novel, but that’s forgivable 
because it isn’t one. It’s a film 
script written in prose. 


Who is your favourite author 
and why do you admire her/him? 
This is impossible, but Deborah 
Levy’s book Swimming Home is a 
masterpiece of characterisation 
and plot. She’s an underrated 
genius. I also love Nina Stibbe 

— if I was half as funny as she is, 
I'd feel like ’d won the world. 


Describe the room where 

you usually write... 

I’m in the second-largest room in 
the house. When we moved here 
five years ago, it was the guest 
room, because it looks out over 
the garden and we thought: “Ooh, 
people will like staying here,” 
because we'd come from London 
and could barely comprehend 
flower beds. Then lockdown put 
an end to hosting and we realised 
it was a total waste of the space. 
So we switched it over with 

the office and now I rather like 
spending all day in it. 


Which fictional character 
most resembles you? 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar. 


Who is your hero/heroine 

from outside literature? 

I’m madly in love with Kamala 
Harris and Jill Biden at the 
moment, but Michelle Obama is 
right up there. I’d go proper weird 
if I met her and follow her about, 
begging her to be my friend. In 
the UK, it’s impossible not to 
adore the broadcaster Emma 
Freud. She is a natural wonder. 


‘The Never Ending Summer’ by 
Emma Kennedy is published by 
Arrow at £7.99 





You never 
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| think were in 
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phase 

Cathie Wood 

The fund manager says 
bitcoin faces more pain 


now but could still 
reach $500,000 
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B&O owner raises outlook 





after lockdown DIY boom 


By Holly Williams 


B&Q owner Kingfisher has hiked its 
half-year profit outlook after sales 
soared during a DIY boom that shows 
no sign of slowing. 

The B&Q chain’s like-for-like 
sales rocketed 81.9 per cent in the 
three months to 30 April, although 
trading from a year earlier was hit 
by temporary store closures in the 
first lockdown. 

Even on a two-year comparison 
with the pre-pandemic period in 2019, 
B&Q sales were 42.3 per cent higher, 
thanks to the surge in spending on 
DIY and garden products by Britons 
stuck at home during lockdowns. 

Including its Screwfix business, 
total UK and Ireland sales were 65 
per cent higher in its first quarter and 
up 38.6 per cent on a two-year basis. 

It added that like-for-like sales in its 


second quarter so far across the UK 
and Ireland are 23.9 per cent higher. 

With a similarly strong showing 
from its international brands and ex- 
pectations for DIY demand to remain 
strong, Kingfisher lifted its first-half 
profit outlook to £580 to £600m. 

For the full year, it now expects to 
increase underlying pre-tax profits 
ahead of sales, having previously tar- 
geted profits in line with sales. 

Chief executive Thierry Garnier 
said: “With the strong start to the 
year, we now anticipate first-half 
sales and adjusted pre-tax profit to be 
ahead of our previous expectations. 


Online sales now account 

for more than a fifth, or 
21 per cent, of sales across the 
whole group, Kingfisher said. 


“Whilst the second half of the finan- 
cial year remains naturally uncer- 
tain, we continue to see supportive 
long-term trends for our industry 
and are confident of continued out- 
performance of our wider markets.” 

Group-wide like-for-like sales were 
up 64.2 per cent in the first quarter 
and 22.5 per cent higher on a two- 
year basis. 

While DIY stores have remained 
open throughout the restrictions 
in the UK, online sales continue to 
surge due to the shift towards inter- 
net shopping. Kingfisher’s overall on- 
line sales rose 68 per cent on a year 
earlier and more than tripled, up 258 
per cent, on two-year comparisons. 

However, shares dropped 1.5 per 
cent in early trading over concerns 
about supply chain bottlenecks as a 
result of the Suez Canal blockage and 
the pandemic. 





Howis the telecoms world’s most 
interesting mega-merger going? 
Itis now almost a done deal. The 
£31bn tie-up between Virgin Media 
and O2 has officially been given the 
green light by regulators. 


Didn't it already have the go-ahead? 
The Competition and Markets 
Authority (CMA) provisionally 
cleared the deal last month, but 

has now confirmed that concerns 
over potential price hikes 

were unfounded. 





What happens now? 

At the time the deal was announced, 
both companies said it would 
create a ‘full converged platform’ 
for customers, and will mean an 
investment of £10bn in the UK over 
the next five years. Some of the 
benefits may include wider access 
to5G, as wellas different deals 


and/or bundles that include 
broadband, mobile and pay-TV. 


How many customers will the 
combined company have? 

O2 is the UKk’s biggest mobile phone 
operator with around 36.6 million 
customers across its networks, 
which also include giffgaff, Tesco 
Mobile, Sky Mobile and Lycamobile. 
Virgin Media has around 5.3 million 
customers. The CMA said the 
“several millions of consumers” 
served by the two was the main 
reason why it insisted onan 
in-depth investigation. 


What did the companies say? 
They said: “This is a watershed 
moment in telecommunications 
in the UK as we are now cleared to 
bring real choice where it hasn't 
existed before, while investing 

in fibre and 5G that the UK needs 
to thrive.’ 
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B&Q’s online sales rose as its stores 
stayed open during Lockdown 


Susannah Streeter, senior in- 
vestment and markets analyst at 
Hargreaves Lansdown, said the 
persistence of some working-from- 
home would support demand for 
home improvements. 

“There seems little prospect of 
people downing tools in the immedi- 
ate future,” she said. “But they could 
be frustrated at the lack of choice on 
the shelves if supply issues aren’t 
fully ironed out soon.” 





Streamer 
Storytel 
teams up 
with Spotify 


By Alys Key 






The Swedish audiobook stream- 
ing group Storytel has partnered 
with Spotify in a move that will 
pose a challenge to the likes of 
Amazon's Audible. 

The deal, announced yesterday, 
will allow Storytel’s subscribers to 
listen to its library of audiobooks on 
Spotify from later this year. Spotify 
users will need a Storytel subscrip- 
tion to access the audiobooks. 

The news sent shares in Storytel, a 
15-year-old company, up by as much 
as 17 per cent yesterday. 

Storytel offers listening and read- 
ing of more than 500,000 titles across 
25 markets. It also owns Sweden’s 
oldest book publisher, Norstedts for- 
lag, and last year purchased a 70 per 
cent stake in the Icelandic publishing 
house Forlagio. 

Audiobooks have become big busi- 
ness in recent years, as publishers 
target audiences who may not be 
regular readers of print books but lis- 
ten to podcasts. Last year in the UK, 
audio downloads were the fastest- 
growing part of the publishing indus- 
try, with sales up 37 per cent. 

“We think this is a great partner- 
ship and a way to get access to more 
potential audiobook listeners around 
the world,” Storytel chief executive 
Jonas Tellander said. “We are grow- 
ing at about 30 per cent annually and 
we are hoping that this will contrib- 
ute a lot to that.” 

The move heralds Spotify’s latest 
push towards spoken-word audio, 
which it has been building alongside 
its music offering by acquiring popu- 
lar podcast producers. 
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Royal Mail said it 
generated more cash 
from parceldeliveries §& 
than letters for the 

first time GETTY 
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By Simon Neville 


Royal Mail’s profits increased four- 
fold during the year of Covid-19 as 
restrictions and lockdowns led to a 
surge in online shopping. 

Pre-tax profits for the year to 
March rose to £726m, from £180m a 
year earlier, with revenues up by 16.6 
per cent to £12.6bn. 

The former state-owned service 
added that parcel revenues rose 38.7 
per cent, offsetting a 12.5 per cent fall 
in letters being sent. 

The chief executive, Simon 
Thompson, said that the shift to 
parcels had been faster than anyone 
expected, adding: “The capacity that 
we felt we needed in 2024, we needed 
now. That’s what the whole market 
has seen. 

“We’re going to increase our in- 
vestment in automation with parcels 
as well. That’s not just for efficiency 


reasons, it’s also for later acceptance 
times, quality and capacity.” 

Mr Thompson added that the 
sending of letters had declined but 
young people were showing a fond- 
ness for sending traditional notes 
through the post. 

He said: “When we had a look at 
last year, we did see some pockets of 
changes. Stamps usage grew in the 
under 44-year-olds, and especially 
among 18- to 24-year-olds. We do find 
some interesting trends in the land 
of stamps.” 

Royal Mail’s shift away from letters 
to focus on parcels was confirmed as 
the company revealed it generated 
more cash from parcel deliveries 
than letters for the first time. 

Parcels now account for 72 per cent 
of revenues. Its European and US 
parcel business, GLS, also enjoyed 
a boost from the pandemic globally, 
with revenues up 27.8 per cent and 
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‘Warhammer maker staff toast 
victory with £l2m share bonuses 


By Holly Williams 


Around 2,500 staff at retailer 
Games Workshop have 
landed share bonuses 
worth £12m in total as 
a result of soaring 
profits as demand 
surged among locked- 
down hobbyists. 

The group said each 
employee will receive 
£5,000 in shares. Staff 
received a combined £2m 
bonus last year. 

The Warhammer fantasy game 
maker said annual pre-tax profits 
were expected to nearly double 
to at least £150m, up from £89m 







the previous year. And sales are 
forecast to hit “not less than” 
£350m, up 30 per cent. 
Games Workshop said the 
share bonuses had been 
made “in recognition of 
our staff’s contribution 

to these results”. 

As wellas the 

shares, the company 
also delivered good 
news to investors as it 
said it would pay a50p 
dividend in July, taking its 
total dividends for the year to 
235p a share, up from 145p the 
previous year. 

The firm offset lockdown store 

closures by shifting sales online. 





AVES 
VY | 


OPINION TV 
18-22 30-35 





Online shopping delivers 
rosy profits for Royal Mail 





more than half of its deliveries direct 
to consumers. However, significant 
additional costs were incurred. 

The company added that it does 
not expect the speed of parcel vol- 
umes to increase at the same levels 
once the pandemic is over but said 
it must be ready to capitalise on the 
shift to more online shopping. 

“Commercially, we must adapt 
more quickly to the needs of cus- 
tomers and consumers, and finally 
deliver the long-promised changes 
on operational and cost transforma- 
tion... Without these changes, we 


cannot be competitive.” 
4 i A1iopashare, end-of-year 
dividend was declared and 
the company said it was confident 
it could keep paying out dividends 
of 20p a share from next year. 
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Easy Jet losses 
widen ahead 
of expected 
June take-off 


By Holly Williams 


EasyJet has revealed widened half- 
year losses and expects to fly only 
around 15 per cent of its pre-pandem- 
ic flight programme until the end of 
June despite international leisure 
travel restarting this week. 

The low-cost airline reported un- 
derlying losses of £701m for the six 
months to 31 March against £1938m a 
year ago. It added that it expects to 
ramp up its programme from June to 
meet “pent-up demand”. 

Johan Lundgren, chief executive, 
said: “We are ready to significantly 
ramp up our flying for the summer 
with a view to maximising the oppor- 
tunities we see in Europe. 

“We have the ability to flex up 
quickly to operate 90 
per cent of our cur- 
rent fleet over 
the peak sum- 
mer period to 
match demand. 
We know there | 
is pent-up de- 
mand, we saw 
this again when 
green list countries 
were released and 
added more than 105,000 seats, and 
so we look forward to being able to 
help many more people to travel this 
summer,” he added. 

Group revenues plummeted 90 per 
cent to £240m in its first half as the 
recent ban on international leisure 
air travel from Britain led to pas- 
senger numbers tumbling by 89.4 
per cent. 

On a reported basis, half-year pre- 
tax losses stood at £645m against 
losses of £353m a year earlier. 

But the group limited these by 
slashing costs under a programme to 
save around £500m over the full year 
in response to the devastating impact 
of the pandemic on the travel sector. 

It revealed that costs were cut by 
59 per cent in its first half. 





HOSPITALITY 


Young's pubs off 
to a good start 
after reopening 


By Henry Saker-Clark 


Pub owner Young’s has said it expects 
business to be back to pre-pandemic 
levels by the end of June after an “en- 
couraging” reopening. 

The company, which runs 273 pubs 
across the UK, opened all of its sites 
earlier this week after venues were 
able to welcome customers inside 
again. Patrick Dardis, chief executive 
of the company, said sales “started 
better than planned” in April despite 
poor weather, after the business re- 
started outdoor trading at 144 pubs. 

He added that future booking 
levels are “looking strong” as the 


company struck an optimistic note. 
“T asked our finance boss to double 
check the figures since we reopened 
because they were so far beyond our 
expectations,” Mr Dardis said. 

“We’ve been pleased so far this 
week too and it looks like we had a re- 
ally strong day yesterday. 

“T think Thursdays, Fridays and 
weekends will be key and hopefully 
the weather will improve a bit, but 
we are finding ourselves in a really 
strong position to have a big summer. 

“With the Euros, the Lions match- 
es on Saturdays and more people 
having staycations, I think we can be 
reasonably optimistic.” 

His comments came as new spend- 
ing data from Barclaycard showed 
hospitality venues’ revenues have 
risen 43 per cent. The company said 
sales over the past five weeks were 
“encouraging” and were at 85 per cent 
of previous levels despite virus curbs. 
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Conservatives 
invest in Rumble 


The Wall Street Journal 


The video platform Rumble said 
it is receiving an investment 
from a group of prominent 
conservative venture capitalists 
including Peter Thiel and 
Hillbilly Elegy author J D Vance, 
financial backing that comes 

as the YouTube alternative’s 
popularity has surged among 
right-leaning users. The 
investment is being led by 
Narya Capital, a Cincinnati- 
based fund. 





SOpen raises $7.2m 
from tech backers 


The Irish Times 

The Irish gifting platform 

& Open has raised $7.2m (£5m) 
in investment from backers 
including some of the biggest 
names in Irish tech. First Round 
Capital, a San Francisco-based 
venture capital firm that 
previously provided seed-stage 
funding for well-known firms 
such as Blue Apron, Roblox and 
Uber, co-led the “super-seed” 
financing with LocalGlobe 





AMD CEO returns 
firm to profitability 


South China Morning Post 


Advanced Micro Devices chief 
executive Lisa Su, who took 
the helm in 2014, has returned 
the chip maker to profitability, 
taken market share from Intel 
Corp and banished concerns 
about the company running out 
of cash. AMD’s market value 
has surged to more than $90bn 
(£64bn) from about $2bn. The 
company has now unveiled a 
$4bn stock repurchase plan. 





Praemium has 
business examined 


Australian Financial Review 
Ambitious fintech challenger 
Praemium has called in 
independent consultants to 
comb over its international 
business after the abrupt exit 
of chief executive Michael 
Ohanessian. In a late-afternoon 
announcement to the exchange, 
Praemium said Mr Ohanessian 
would be leaving the company 
immediately after almost 10 
years in the role. It marks 

his second departure from 

the business. 
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Jollibee plans 
rapid expansion 


Filipino fast food brand Jollibee 
opened its latest UK location 
yesterday in London’s Leicester 
Square. The brand, famous for 
its chicken burgers and ‘Jolly 
Spaghetti’, opened its first UK 
shop in Earl’s Court in 2018 and 
has recently outlined plans for 
rapid expansion in Britain, with 
50 sites scheduled to open in the 
next three to five years. 


Boom time as 
diners return 


Sales at Britain’s restaurants, 
pubs and bars were up by a 
quarter on pre-pandemic levels 
as consumers returned for 

the first day of indoor service. 
Average sales at reopened 
venues were 24.9 per cent 
higher on Monday 17 May than 
on the equivalent Monday in 
May 2019, according to research 
consultancy CGA. 


N Brown profits 
take a tumble 


N Brown has reported slumps 
in sales and profits for the past 
year after the company faced 
“multiple challenges”, including 
the impact of the pandemic. 
Shares in the Jacamo and 
SimplyBe owner drifted lower 
after pre-tax profits tumbled by 
72.3 per cent, to £9.9m, for the 
year to February. 


Record month 
for Mind shops 


Charity shops run by the mental 
health charity Mind have had 
record sales since reopening in 
mid-April. The 160 shops across 
England and Wales have raised 
£1.5m in the past month. But the 
charity said it had still lost an 
estimated £18m in retail income 
since the first lockdown. 





National Grid 
looks to US 


National Grid has partnered 
with Germany utility RWE to 
develop offshore wind projects 
in the United States, it said in 
its full-year results yesterday. 
Its investment arm has signed 
a joint venture partnership 
agreement to jointly develop 
offshore wind projects in the 
coastal region of the north-east 
United States. 


Cocktails at home 
‘are here to stay’ 


Bars may have reopened 

but drinks mixer business 
Fevertree believes the boost 
in at-home cocktail mixing is 
here to stay. Bosses said they 
enjoyed a strong off-trade 
business in the first four months 
of this year. “It is clear that 
at-home consumption of long 
mixed drinks is becoming 
increasingly established.” 


Luxury watch 
market thriving 


Demand for posh watches 
remained high throughout 

the pandemic, according to 
Watches of Switzerland. The 
retailer said sales jumped 12 

per cent in the year to 2 May, 

to £905.1m, with particularly 
strong growth in the US, where 
revenues were up 39 per cent. In 
the UK, sales rose 3.6 per cent. 


GSK sells entire 
Innoviva stake 


GlaxoSmithKline has sold 

its entire stake in Innoviva 

back to the US-based 
biopharmaceutical company for 
about $392m (£277m), ahead of 
a split into two businesses. The 
London-listed company sold 
roughly 32m shares for $12.25 
per share. 





Europe's major markets 
rebounded on the back of a 
recovery in cryptocurrency and 
calm over potential inflation 
rises. London stocks made strong 





gains despite a poor showing by 
commodity firms as UK-centric 
businesses were buoyed bya 
strong improvement in factory 
production from the latest CBI 
manufacturing figures. The FTSE 
100 closed 69.59 points higher, or 1 
per cent, at 7,019.79. 
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The German DAX increased by 
1.7 per cent and the French CAC 
moved 1.29 per cent higher. 











GROCERIES 


Speed merchants: 
ultra-fast delivery 
firms take on the 

big supermarkets 


By Kate Holton, James Davey 
and Douglas Busvine 


In a railway arch in south London, 
pickers and packers are in a race 
against time: to get fresh food to 
Alastair Dean’s door within 15 min- 
utes of his order hitting an app. 

Their company Weezy is part of 
a new army of European rapid de- 
livery firms that, backed by billions 
of dollars of venture capital, are 
using electric bikes and scooters to 
deliver groceries. 

These ventures are betting that 
demand for convenience will drive 
the next transformation in food 
retail and help crack the vice-like 
grip of the big supermarkets. 

The boss of one of Europe’s big- 
gest supermarkets, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said that 
the new services should not be 
dismissed as hype and could 
pose “death by athousand 
nibbles” to the likes of 
Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Aldi / 
and Lidl. | 

Weezy enables Mr [4 
Dean, a 32-year-old fi- 
nance worker, to select 
locally produced goods 
for delivery to his door for 
a fee of £2.95. When order- 
ing shaving foam he will throw in 
salad leaves for dinner. 

“Time is precious in the 21st 
century,” he said on his doorstep 
in Pimlico. “The world of going 
and doing your weekly shop, like 
I remember growing up - it’s all 
completely changed. We’re always 
last minute.” 

The combination of tech, invest- 
ment and a rise in online delivery 
in the pandemic has changed the 
landscape in the grocery industry, 
creating new players, challenging 
others and providing a new fron- 
tier for traditional supermarkets. 

In central London, residents 
have been bombarded with offers 
from at least four new rapid ser- 
vices. The likes of Weezy, Getir, 
Diya and Gorillas store goods from 
major suppliers and local produc- 
ers in urban mini-fulfilment cen- 








Shoppers could be paying four 

times more for the same branded 

grocery products depending 

on where and when they shop, 

according to an investigation. 
Which? found that Asda had the 










tres to supply customers at prices 
similar to those of supermarkets’ 
convenience shops. 

Holding up to 2,000 items in- 
stead of the more than 20,000 in 
supermarkets, mini centres built 
for delivery can be found quickly 
and located in cheaper areas. 

Weezy’s co-founder, Alec Dent 
(inset), said that orders had surged 
since Britain started to unlock 
from Covid restrictions. Once they 
know they can rely on 15-minute 
delivery, he said, anything longer 
seems too slow. 

Many start by ordering snacks 
and alcohol but will soon begin 
to add bread, vegetables, meats, 
herbs, fresh pasta, condoms, 
games and Covid tests, to be deliv- 
ered in brown paper bags. 

The British grocery industry, 
Dent said, “is huge. It’s a £200bn 
market, and it’s rapidly mov- 
M ing online and rapidly 

- moving in the direction 

of convenience.” 
Turkey’s Getir has 
launched aggres- 
sively in London, with 
its purple and yellow 
scooters seen on roads 
and billboards, after it 
raised $300m in March, 
valuing it at $2.6bn (£1.84bn). 
Berlin-based Gorillas has a valu- 
ation of more than $lbn after it 
raised $290m, including from Chi- 

na’s Tencent. 

US operator Gopuff, valued at 
nearly $9bn, has bought Fancy 
to expand in Britain and Europe, 
while Dija has been backed by 
Sweden-based Creandum, which 
invested in payments firm Klarna 
and Spotify. 

The services are testing mini- 
mum order fees and delivery 
charges to see what works. 

While the model has high costs 
and low margins, the companies’ 





6Bace customers know 
they can rely on 15-minute 
delivery, anything longer 
seems too slow 


lowest average prices for branded 
goods while Waitrose and Ocado 
were the most expensive, ina 
survey of 4.93 items at six major 
supermarkets Last year. 

Shoppers could pay almost four 
times more for Lavazza Qualita 
Rossa Ground Coffee (250g) at 
Ocado on different days, with the 
price ranging from £1.30 on 63 
days to£5 0n130 days - a 284 per 
cent difference. Ocado said the 
fluctuation was an error that had 
been corrected. The survey found 
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The pandemic turbocharged the shift toward online grocery delivery, benefiting 






ultra-fast firms such as Weezy REUTERS 





riders are classed as workers, giv- 
ing them basic rights and making 
the groups less vulnerable to fu- 
ture regulation. 

With so much activity, the su- 
permarkets are watching and 
know they must respond in time. 
Online delivery has always posed 
a challenge because supermarkets 
make more profit when customers 
browse in stores. But the pandemic 
turbocharged the trend, and im- 
proved the economics of delivery. 
A record 16 per cent of UK grocery 
sales were made online in January. 

Now they risk losing out to ultra- 
fast delivery or confronting the 
cost of reconfiguring operations. 

Tesco, Britain’s biggest super- 
market, is hedging its bets. While 
it is piloting its own one-hour deliv- 
ery with a £5 fee, it is also building 
a handful of automated urban fulfil- 
ment centres at the back of stores 
just for online orders. 

Ocado has partnered with a cou- 
rier firm to test faster orders in 
London. However, co-founder Tim 
Steiner has questioned just how 
many people would need instant 
delivery. “I’m not saying it’s a fad, 
but I think that some people’s ex- 
pectations of the size of the market 
are out of whack,” he said. 

Still, the rapid delivery groups 
say the initial reaction has been 
strong. Mr Dean is sold. 

“The convenience thing is huge. 
Now we can finish work and 15 min- 
utes later we’re cooking our even- 
ing meal.” REUTERS 


one in five shoppers is confused 

by grocery promotions and the 
majority (73 per cent) would prefer 
consistently low prices. 
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Consumer confidence has bounced 
back to its pre-pandemic level, a 
survey has suggested. 

GfK’s consumer confidence 
index jumped six points to its 
pre-lockdown figure of minus nine 
in May, making up all ground Lost to 
Covid 19. 








Hebridean Island 
Adventure 


What's included: 
* Selected departures from June 2021 to 


6 days from 


£752P°" 


FULLY FLEXIBLE 
BOOKING POLICY 





October 2022 
Return flights to Edinburgh, coach travel, 


COVID-19 
transfers and all ferry crossings CANCELLATION 
Five nights’ dinner-bed-and-breakfast COVER INSURANCE 
accommodation on the Isle of Skye (two), AS STANDARD 


Stornoway (two) and Newtonmore (one) 
Visits to Portree and historic Dunvegan Castle 


Visits to the Standing Stones of Callanish, 
a Black House, the Broch of Carloway and 
the Butt of Lewis 


YOUR MONEY IS 

100% PROTECTED 
WITH 

“BABTA (A$ 


Ore 





Call us FREE on 0808 239 3561 


Holidays are operated by Newmarket Holidays ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325, a company wholly independent of Associated 
Newspapers Limited and | Travel. Price based on two people sharing. Single supplement applies. *From price based on 
October 21, 2021 from London Gatwick. “Sale ends May 31, 2021. See site for full offer T&Cs. 





** PLEASE DON'T MISS OUT - TOUR SPACES ARE SELLING QUICKLY xx 





THE BESTSELLING ALL-INCLUSIVE 2022/23 
WOW / V6 hi 4 ZU DF 
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VU) a Wu Tours ” 





EXCLUSIVE FREE 
ON BOARD SPEND jf SAVINGS OF UP TO 


EXCLUSIVE 


OF UP TO $1,000° £3,400: 


ittle Can compare to embarking on the holiday of a lifetime 

and with over 25 years of experience in the art of creating 
bespoke cruise journeys you can trust that we will provide you 
with everything you need for your dream holiday. Handcrafted 
by the experts at Reader Offers Ltd, we are delighted to present 
the Bestselling All-Inclusive 2022/23 Snow Monkeys & Japan 
Discovery. We are proud to be the UK’s No.1 Independent 
Cruise Specialist and the Top Ocean Cruises Agent for the UK 
and Ireland, and along with our trusted cruise line partners, our 
dedicated team continue to deliver our award-winning 5* service 
as usual and our ABTA membership and ATOL license protects 
your holidays booked with us so you can book with confidence 
knowing you are fully protected. Plus, book by 8:00pm 31*tMay 
2021 and you will receive an EXCLUSIVE BONUS discount 
of up to £600 per booking off the advertised fares*, only 
when booking with Reader Offers Ltd. 


Our ABTA membership & 
ATOL license protects your 
holidays booked through 
Reader Offers Ltd so you can 
book with confidence knowing 
you are fully protected. 


We strive to offer a 5* service 
and, with customer satisfaction 
at 98% and as a Feefo 
Platinum Trusted Service, we 
believe that our dedication 
shines through. 
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We look after your holiday as 
if it were our own which is why 
our cruise experts are on hand 
7 days a week from 8:30am 
until 8:00pm to assist and help 
in any which way they can. 


From finding you the best 

deal possible to personalising 
your holiday to your needs 
and offering exceptional 
added value with an incredible 
aftercare service. We are here 
to guide and assist you every 
step of the way. 


18 NIGHTS DEPARTING 9'" OCTOBER 2022 & 4™ APRIL 2023 


DRINKS, 
GRATUITIES & 
WI-FI INCLUDED* 


- SAIL BEYOND 
JUST A DEPOSIT 
REQUIRED TO SECURE 
YOUR HOLIDAY, THEN 


NOTHING TO PAY 
UNTIL 2022 








WHAT'S INCLUDED IN YOUR EXCLUSIVE 


READER OFFERS LTD PROMOTION 


FOUR NIGHT Snow Monkeys & Mt. Fuji tour” with 
Wendy Wu Tours including: 


- Full day tour of Tokyo including a Sushi making class 


- Hotel stays in Tokyo and at a traditional ryokan in 
Yudanaka 


- Visit to Jigokudani Monkey Park 

- Mt. Fuji tour included 

12 nights all-inclusive New Luxury cruising on board the 

award-winning Celebrity Solstice® including: 

- All-Inclusive Classic Drinks Package worth $1,416 
INCLUDED for all bookings** 

- EXCLUSIVE FREE on board spending money of up to 
$1,000 for Ocean View Staterooms (7) & above’ 





Day 1 Fly from London to Tokyo, Japan” Day 5 Yudanaka — Mt. Fuji — Tokyo, Japan as oa ; 
Dav2  Tokvo. Japan After a traditional Japanese breakfast, visit Mt. Fuji, - Gratuities & Surf Wi-Fi INCLUDED for all bookings* 
” Upon anival transfer to a hotel for your overnight where your first stop will be Oishi Park, which offers - EXCLUSIVE FREE stateroom upgrades’ 
stay and to begin your four night Snow Monkeys eS ea en eee * BOOK a Sky Suite (S2) or above & enjoy all the 
& Mount Full tour’ weather, you will visit the Mt. Fuji Heritage Centre incredible Suite benefits, PLUS receive an Indulge 
J instead. Afterwards, head to a local restaurant for Package, including: 
Day3 Tokyo, Japan lunch before transferring to Hakone to board a mini oe : " 
: Rie ob eek iceh enjoy a full day tour of Tokyo with cruise on stunning Lake Ashi. Next, take the cable enn Pans Selec Tony Mea eee 
Senso-ji Temple, Tokyo’s oldest temple, followed by you can admire the amazing views of Mt. Fuji and * Flights (regional and premium class flights may be 
a wander down Nakamise Shopping street. Next, Lake Ashi (weather dependent). You will then be available on request”) and overseas transfers 
you will participate in a Sushi making class where Cece en to spend the rest of the EXCLUSIVE CRUISE MILES® 
you'll enjoy your own creations for lunch. Spend the g Earn up to 31,198 Cruise Miles®, worth £311 
afternoon exploring the streets of Ginza, famous Day6 Tokyo, Japan when you book this incredible voyage with 
for its boutique shopping and high-tech electronics, eketrea tai I Ms port and Cece Reader Offers Ltd - Ask for more information‘t ee 
ncenril sales eaeerac toed ight a-nctusve New Luxury cruise ofan YOUR READER OFFERS LTD 
where you can visit some of the many themed Day 7 Mt. Fuji (from Shimizu), Japan LAUNCH FARES 
cafés (B, L) Day 8 Kyoto (from Osaka), Japan STATEROOMISUITE GRADE FULL READER OFFERS LTD 
Day 9- Kobe, Japan (overnight) hes a: deal ae 
Day 4 ieee — Nagano - Yudanaka, Japan xSnow Day 10 , Interior 9 £4,449 £3,749 
onkeys* ; Ocean View ts £5,299 £4,599 
Today, transfer to Nagano. Your first stop will be Day 11 Hiroshima, Japan 
the 7 century Zenk6-ji temple, before lunch at a Day 13 Busan, South Korea Balcony 2Bt £5699 £5,099 
local restaurant. Continue to Jigokudani Monkey Day 15 Hakodate, Japan 
Park, home of the famous Japanese Snow Day 16 Aomori, Japan 
Monkeys, where you will walk through the forested Day 18 Tokyo (from Yokohama), Japan AquaClass® A1 £6,099 £5,499 
valley to the main pool where the Monkeys bathe. Disembark and transfer to the airport for your Sky Suite SZ £8,699 £7,799 
Accustomed to humans, the monkeys can be overnight flight to London” Royal Suite RS £143,699 £11,999 
observed from very close and almost completely Day 19 Arrive in London Penthouse Suite PS ST aere) £15,599 


ignore their human guests. After this amazing 
experience, transfer to your Ryokan in Yudanaka 
where you will enjoy a Onsen hot spring bath and a 


Days not mentioned are spent relaxing at sea. Itinerary is based on 
9" October 2022 departure and ports of call may vary on other date. 
Meals are included on the tour as stated: B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, 


Solo fares are available from £5,849 
Fares and availability are based on 9"" October 2022 departure 


traditional Japanese dinner (B, L, D) D = Dinner. All meals are included on the cruise 


CALL ONE OF OUR CRUISE SPECIALISTS FREE ON 


0800 714 4173 


VVAVVAV VA ae) (el mUILY- Molen] '4 TRAVEL WITH CONFIDENCE 


SDABTA 


Fares are per person based on two adults sharing, except single staterooms, may increase or be withdrawn at any time. Offer applies to new bookings only. Ports may require a tender. >Will incur supplementary costs and may require an additional overnight stay. Flights are subject to schedule changes 

and may be based on indirect services with flights arriving same day or overnight. Flights will be confirmed closer to departure which may affect your overall holiday duration and an additional overnight hotel stay may be required. Modifications may be made to on board and to destination offerings, 

dependent on the current government requirements. ++Subject to the cruise line’s T&Cs. *On board spend is per stateroom/suite. +Savings are based on two adults sharing. “Subject to availability. tGrade has a restricted view. xTours are subject to availability and change. Wildlife sightings are not 
guaranteed. ttCruise Miles® T&Cs apply. For full ROL Cruise T&Cs visit www.rolcruise.co.uk. E&OE. 


Platinun *KxKK«e® 
Trusted Service Award 
For consistently 2021 feefoc? 


delivering excellence 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
8:30AM - 8:00PM 


ROL (y 


CRUISE \ 


QUOTE OFFER REF 624757 






























































































































































































































































































T ed 9, Wi th Today’s high Today’s low Moon Phase Sunrise Sunset 
oday’s Weather | bgp 
Unsettled and overcast with thick cloud cover and outbreaks of rain ak fe 
which will track southwards and will turn increasingly showery in nature. ¢ e O) O) Dot hig 
e r r e 

Around Britain 2 Five-day 

. . Temperature Sea state Shetland outlook 
City Temp Rain Sun 

(Midday yesterday) (mm) (hrs) (G7) °C mus Calm 

Aberdeen 8 SH 14 0.5 
Aberporth an SH 8.9 14 memes § Slight 
Aberystwyth 11 SH ai 50 
Aviemore 10 SH 12 0.6 Wind speed uted Moderate 
Belfast 9 R 12.3 0.4 
Birmingham 12 DR 3.1 cu 15 ) mph G44 Rough 
Bournemouth 13 DR 11 2.6 
Bridlington 41 SH 7.6 5.0 
Bristol 1a. F 3.9 a2 
Cardiff 12 R 1.6 15 
Cromer 13 C 22 63 ‘ 
Durham 10 SH 7.6 37 
Eastbourne 12 F 0.3 5.4 
Edinburgh 9 SH 4.6 21 
Eskdalemuir 8 R 8.6 1.6 
Glasgow 9 R 37 0.5 SATURDAY Light rain or 
teas 11 = 128 1.8 drizzle for some in the 

ove Z2 eS 24 . morning. Otherwise, it is 
Hull 13 __C ZO 36 ae going cate a mostly dry 
Huntingdon 14 c 4.7 33 Ocean day. It will be overcast for 
pswic 12 0.2 3.2 
Isle of Man 9 R 21.6 24 North Suen 
Isle of Wight eo 0.1 3.8 Sea ee 
Kinlochewe 15 G 02 51 Newcastle re 
Kirkwall 10 C 0.4 23 
Leeds 10 R 8.2 45 
Lerwick 6 C 0.2 2.8 
Leuchars 11 C 33 0.6 
Lincoln ale R 23 3.0 
Liverpool 10 R 7.9 2.9 
London 13 C 0.2 a2 
Manchester 10 R 3.6 21 
Margate 12 C 4.0 215 
Milford Haven 12 SH 6.4, 3.2 
Morecambe 10 R poke 25 Liverpoo | 
Newcastle i SH 57 ee! . 
Norwich 14 S 15 6.3 (12) 
Nottingham 10 R 35 19 SUNDAY After a dry start 
Okehampton 11 R 33 2.8 ae my to the day, a band of heavy 
Oxford Py c 15 18 ich rain will arrive from the 
Plymouth 2 R 20 me west in the afternoon and 
Portland 12 c 03 38 will sweep over the UK to 
Portsmouth 13 C 0.5 95 ! the east. 
Prestwick 10 R 17 14 
Rhyl 12 R 13.0 19 
Sheffield 10 R 5.4 22 
Shrewsbury 11 R 25 15 
Skegness 13 G 1.6 57 
Southend 12 C 0.4 30 Sea L 
Stoke 10 R 3.8 3.2 | 
Stornoway 10 G 0.0 4.3 
Swansea 13 F 18 a2 Channel Islands és 
Tiree 10 R 12 1.0 
Global 20, 
City Temp Cond | City Temp Cond 

oe fin °C) English Channel 
Abu Dhabi 40 S_ | Miami 29 TH ie MONDAY A damp and 
Abuja 31 F | Milan 23.=«S cloudy day for many, with 
Alicante 21 S_ | Moscow a7. &> plenty of heavy rain for 
Amsterdam 15 C | Mumbai 33: Scotland. Large parts of 
Athens 28 S Munich 11 SH southern England will 
Bangkok 33_F | New York 28S GENERAL SITUATION An area of morning for most. This rain will be drizzle in the north. Min temp: 4C. much of Wales. The afternoon will have rain, as well. 
pencesOna — 20) _F — | Mice aval low pressure will slowly track heavy in eastern areas. The Midlands, NW Eng, NE Eng, E Eng: be similar, while the cloud and rain 
pene = ; res = 2 eastwards across the UK.A afternoon shall be largely similar There will be mist in the morning will have arrived into the Channel 
Brussels = F | Pra 2 SH wrap-around occlusion associated — withrain for most, staying heavy for Northern England. Cloudy and Islands by the beginning of the 
gue 10 ; ; : oe . .; 

Budapest 16 SH | Reykjavik 7 ¢ with this Low will continue to in the east. However, it will begin damp for all, with the heaviest of evening. Max temp: 14C. Tonight, 
Chicago iC | Ric 25S affect a lot of the UK. By Saturday to gradually ease during the the rain coming in north-west drizzle in Wales. Min temp: 5C. 
Delhi 560 | Rome oS the Low pressure system willmove — evening. Max temp: 12C. Tonight, England. This rain is set to Cen S England, SE Eng, London, 
Dubai 39. S |Stockholm 14 F away to the east away from the UK, cloudy with drizzle. Min temp: -2C. continue throughout the East Anglia: A cloudy start, with 
Dublin 11 R |Strasbourg 14 C leaving a northerly airflow across N Ireland, Republic of Ireland, loM: afternoon and evening. It will be drizzle for parts of southern 
Frankfurt 15 F | Sydney 20 F the UK.On Sunday, anotherareaof §Anovercast and damp morning heavy in the Midlands fora time in England and East Anglia. By the 
Geneva 14 S__| Tenerife 25 S low pressure will move in off the with rain for all. This rain will be the afternoon. Staying cloudy for afternoon there will be light rain 
Helsinki 14 C_ | Tokyo oo" Atlantic, with the associated fronts heavy in central areas at first. all as well. Max temp: 14C. Tonight, for all of southern and south- 
HongKong 34 _~F _| Toronto 26S pushing north and east across the However, it should ease to be light cloudy with drizzle. Min temp: 4C. eastern England, as well as 
Istanbul 24 S_|Vancouver 13 F UK into next week. for most by the afternoon. The N Wales, S Wales, SW England, London and East Anglia. This will 
Johannesburg 19 S__| Vienna 17_SH | Nisles, WIsles, NW Scotland, NE evening will be dry for the Channel ls: A dry and sunny continue throughout the evening 
Lisbon 27_S__| Warsaw 16 C Scotland, SW Scotland, SE Republic of Ireland, while morning expected forthe Channel _—_ as well. It will remain cloudy for all 
bas puseles 2 0 2) eeer _2 S Scotland: It is going to bea damp Northern Ireland and the Isle of Islands, while it will be cloudy with — throughout the day. Max temp: 
mone ee Ween AS rain for Wales and south-west TUESDAY Showers in 





Key: C=Cloudy, DR=Drizzle, 

F=Fair, FG=Fog, H=Hail, M=Mist, R=Rain, 
S=Sunny, SH=Showers, SL=Sleet, SN=Snow, 
SS=Sandstorm, TH=Thunderstorm 


e@ e@ 
Air Pollution Air pollution levels 
Low (1) Very high (10) 
uk-air.defra.gov.uk 


Index 
Region 
Highlands 3 


Today Tomorrow 





North East Scotland 
Central Scotland 





Scottish Borders 
Northern Ireland 





North West & Mersey 


North East 





Yorkshire & Humber 
North Wales 





West Midlands 
East Midlands 





South Wales 
South West 





South East 
Eastern 





W |W [WU |W |W) NIN {| N |G] OI] | GI | GI] 
QW |G {OO |G) |) |) [@& |W |W |W |G |G} GW] N| GW) 


Greater London 





and cloudy day for Scotland. There 
will be plenty of rain in the 


Man will still have some drizzle or 
light rain. Max temp: 13C. Tonight, 


England. This rain will be heavy in 





1024 
in millibars 


Isobars: air pressure 


A_A_ 
Cold front 


ocr 
Warm front 


—a&A_ 


Occluded front 





14C. Tonight, cloudy with drizzle. 
Min temp: 7C. 


SYNOPTIC PRESSURE Low K is set to fill slightly and drift 
eastwards towards the North Sea. Low M is expected to track 
towards the south-west as it approaches Scotland. A ridge of 
high pressure N will move towards the UK, bringing calmer 


weather on Saturday. 


HIGHS AND LOWS 
(Yesterday, up to 2pm) 


Warmest: Jersey, Channel 
Islands, 14C 

Coldest: Ravensworth, 
North Yorkshire, 1C 
Wettest: Katesbridge, Co. 
Down, 19.2mm 

Sunniest: Weybourne, 
Norfolk, 9.9hrs 





HOURS OF DARKNESS 

Aberdeen = 21.35-04.35__ 
Birmingham —-21.06-05.01_ 
Bristol = 21.04-05.09 
Cardiff 21.06-05.11 - 
Glasgow 2134-0452 
H ull cata bens ensenscsena th tte 2 1.06-04.48 . 
Inverness 21.45-04.39_ 
Liverpool =——__—-21.15-05.00 - 
London 20.55-O04.59 - 
Manchester 21.12-O4.57 | 
Stornoway =. 21.59-04.45, 
Swansea 21.10-05.13 
aaa ere e 





central and eastern parts 
of the UK, at their heaviest 
in Wales during the 
afternoon. Largely cloudy, 
with Little sunshine. 





WEDNESDAY Sunny spells 
possible early on for 
southern England, otherwise 
cloudy. Drizzle expected for 
Scotland throughout the 
course of the day. 





Introducing the 
Vax 


PLATINUM ay 
SMART WASH 


The UK's first carpet 
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washer with motion sense Gla 
technology, that kills over §§ Re 


99% of bacteria. 
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The smart solution to a deep clean, the VAX Platinum SmartWash cleans 
better than the UK's leading rental’ and leaves carpets dry in just 1 hour." 


Antibacterial Clean 


There's nothing better than a home that’s full of life, 
but often, there’s a different kind of life deep in 
your carpets that can't be removed by vacuuming 
alone. That’s why the smart solution is to use the 
VAX Platinum SmartWash carpet washer - together 
with VAX antibacterial solution, the VAX Platinum 
SmartWash kills over 99% of bacteria’ leaving your 
carpets looking and smelling deep clean. 


Motion Sense Technology 


The VAX Platinum SmartWash is the UK’s first carpet 
washer with Motion Sense technology; there’s no 
trigger, it automatically washes and dispenses clean 
water and solution when you push forward and dries 
when you pull back - meaning it’s effortlessly simple 
to use, and with the dry-only mode, it helps dry your 
carpets in as little as an hour. 


Motion Sense Technology 


The UK’s first Carpet Washer with motion sense technology 
- automatically dispensing solution and washing when 
moving forward and drying when pulling back. 








Clean with Ease 


To get cleaning, all you need to do is add water 
and solution - Platinum SmartWash does the rest. 
FlexForce brushbars deliver powerful cleaning 
force to shift spills and lift stains, for a deep clean 
that’s just as easy as vacuuming, but 7 times more 
effective’. When you're done, simply lift out the dirty 
water tank and pour away. The brushbars are also 
easily removed, meaning maintenance is simple and 
SmartWash is kept performing at its best. 


Clean More Than Carpets 


The VAX Platinum SmartWash’s sleek design ensures 
it is easy to manoeuvre throughout the home and 
including a stretch hose, Spinscrub hand tool and 2-in- 
1 antimicrobial wash tool, the Platinum SmartWash 
can be used to deep clean and tackle stains on stairs, 
upholstery, pet beds and even the car. Plus, when you 
buy direct from VAX, get a free steamer worth £59.99. 


Use on Stairs 


Use on Upholstery 


} 1 i a | 
rien hs [ { £ ’ r . 


tWhen using dry only mode. A Cleaning effectiveness on carpet, tested according to IEC 62885-3:2014 part 5.2.1. For further information email 


Easy To Manoeuvre 













Order today 
& receive a 


FREE 


STEAM CLEANER 
worth £59.99 


ie 


Order more solution at vax.co.uk 
So you re always ready to tackle 
_ spills and stains. 


fer A&P In) thd 


F 
— |i 
i . 


claimsinfo@VAX.co.uk.*When used with Vax Platinum Antimicrobial solution, use biocides safely, always read the label & product information 
before use. Orders before 5pm Monday-Friday will be next day delivery. Outside of these times, orders will be despatched next working day. 


Offer only while stocks last. 


See the full VAX 
Carpet Washer 
range at 


PAYMENT OPTIONS 
An ee = 


Order direct today for just £299.99 


WITH A FREE STEAMER + FREE DELIVERY. 


0800 157 7211 


vax.co.uk 
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RACING GOODWOOD «oop 10 sort 
@ HEIGHT OF FASHION STAKES (FILLIES’ LISTED) (CLASS 
1) 3YO £40,000 added 1m 2f 
oO @r | S Oe | are 4- ADINFINITUM D M Simcock 9 Ounce JP Spencer H8 
C C 341 AURABLUE S GE Crisford 9 O.nncseen Rossa Ryan T 3 


(Op 


6-5261 FAIRY CAKES (CD) E J-Houghton 9 O.n sess E Greatrex 5 





41 
2 
3 
@ @ @ 4 115-4. LADY HAYES R Varian 9 Ociiccccecsssssssstnsinstestssssesnesntet A Atzeni4 
e 5 315-61 MYSTERY SHOW (D) A Watson 9 Oo O Murphy B 2 
6 31-16 NASH NASHA (D) C Appleby 9 Ounces W Buick 7 
7 21-3 READY TO VENTURE W Haggas 9 O... ees T Marquand 1 
8 5-1 TALBEYAH (D) Owen Burrows 9 Ovicisecssessssssentes J Crowley 6 
BETTING: 9-4 Ready To Venture, 9-2 Lady Hayes, 5-1 Nash Nasha, 


6-1 Talbeyah, 7-1 Mystery Show, 8-1 Aura Blue, 14-1 Fairy Cakes, Ad 
Infinitum. 


By Keith Hamer on good terms with himself and ex- ment.” Battleground, Van Gogh and Ero BRITISH STALLION STUDS EBF COCKED HAT STAKES 
pects a bold show. Wembley represent the Ballydoyle BEST BET (LISTED) (CLASS 1) 3Y0 £47,000 added 1m 3f 
Jim Bolger admits “the wheels came “He’s very well, he only hadafur- handler on Saturday but all have to The Armed Man oe Rea e dicoen ae 
off” Poetic Flare’s bidto winasecond long and a half of a race, so we ex-_ _bounce back after being well-beaten (6.50, Catterick) 3 8-46 GENTLEMAN JOE J Tuite 9 Oo. Murphy 3 
classic in France last weekend, but pected he’d be fresh after it,” he said. | at Newmarket behind Poetic Flare. Encouraging : SCE 
: ‘ ‘ ‘ : F OVTUS OMS! Oo vecctesccecinisesnecshinctslacontesseiacs quand 2 
expects a different display in the Irish “He’s very durable and has a great Ryan Moore will ride Wembley return recently and ©. 511-3): VIBIR(BE) C Appleby 9 Otte W Buick 2 


2000 Guineas on Saturday. 

The Dawn Approach colt (right) 
came out on top in a three-way photo 
in the Guineas at Newmarket at the 
beginning of May, but finished only 


constitution. He’d be able to stand up 
to whatever I throw at him. 
“Lucky Vega has to be the 
danger. He ran a blinder at 
Newmarket and if he’s as 










again, with Wayne Lordan on Bat- 
tleground and Seamie Hef- 
fernan teaming up with Van 
Gogh. Heading the ante- 
post betting is the Jes- 


ready to fire again. 


BETTING: 5-2 Stay Well, 11-4 Yibir, 7-2 Lone Eagle, 4-1 Aleas, 7-1 Man Of 
Riddles, 33-1 Gentleman Joe. 


HAYDOCK coop 1To sort 


EBF BRITISH STALLION STUDS CECIL FRAIL (LISTED) 
(FILLIES & MARES) (CLASS 1) £47,000 added 6f 


. : . . A i 1 2218-2 LAST EMPIRE (CD)(BF) K Ryan 59 6... K Shoemark 4 
sixth at Paris Longchamp when bid- effective on soft ground 5 sica Harrington-trained 2 611-83 VENTURA DIAMOND (D) R Fahey 3 8 11.......... P Hanagan 3 
ding for a double. or heavy, he'll take all the Lucky Vega, who was S773 DENSE STAR(D) SC Wiliams 385. CBeasley 4 

“The wheels kind of came off the beating.” third to Poetic Flare at 5 1434-9 MAMBA WAMBA Adrian Nicholls 3 8 8.0m T Hamilton 5 
6 31 TWILIGHT SPINNER (D) D O'Meara 3 8 8 wince S Gray 2 


wagon a little, but we’ve drawn a line 
through it and we’re moving on,” said 
Bolger. 

“The going was very soft, he 


Bolger also runs a 
second string in Group 
One-winning juvenile Mac 
Swiney, who the trainer still 








Newmarket. 
There are two Brit- 
ish-trained challengers 
— Charlie Appleby’s La 


BETTING: 6-4 Dandalla, 5-2 Last Empire, 5-1 Twilight Spinner, Ventura 
Diamond, 16-2 Dense Star, 20-1 Mamba Wamba. 


CULCHETH FILLIES’ NOVICE STAKES (GBB RACE) 
ye I 0S (CLASS 4) 2Y0 £6,900 added 7f 


‘ : : ; i. AUGMENTARIUM D Loughnane 9 0... P Cosgrave 2 

couldn't get agripandIsuspectthere hopes can book his ticket for the Barrosa and The Rosstafarian from 2 LADY VALENTINE T Dascombe 9 Oven M Harley 1 

was alittle bit ofpadding underneath. Cazoo Derby after disappointing ina | Hugo Palmer's stable. ‘ Geen re 

He wasn’t able to quicken up like he _ trial Derrinstown. The latter held other engage- : 33 PINK STORM K Burke 9 0... CLee7 
: 


can in those circumstances.” 
Despite the quick turnaround, 


“(Mac Swiney] has all the attrib- 
utes [for Epsom]. He has the class, 


ments, including the Join Casumo 
Today Silver Bowl Handicap at Hay- 


7 RADIO CAROLINE M Channon 9 Ounces T Hamilton 3 
89 RUE DELA PAIX P Evans 9 Ounces 
BETTING: 13-8 Pink Storm, 2-1 Madame Ambassador, 6-1 Lady Valentine, 
8-1 Mezzanotte, 12-1 Radio Caroline, Augmentarium, 50-1 Rue De La 


SW Kelly 4 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Bolger believes his latest star is still the constitution and the tempera- dock on Saturday. Paix. 
Puzzle solutions 
Dominoes Journey Finder Train Tracks Number Square idoku Kakuro 
eee ait 1 7 6 |-12 7\+/14/1-/)8 /|4 8 39/5 4 2/1 7 6 
5{4|5]/0 6 . : 2'6 511/17 8/4/39 
‘= ‘Ea - 47/11/63 9|8 25 
rlaf3 a] 3 ‘-- ‘HH. 5 4 319|\17|2 6 8 
15 6/0/2]/6 6/3] 4 3/+/5/x/8 [64 (6)-/4/+/5|7 6 2 7/4|8 3|9 5/1 
}O 2/1 6[2 3}6]5 27 16 11 69 -6 5 3. 8\/417'9 615 1/2 
9'1213\|5\'4/6'8 7 
i ; ‘ 7/5\'6/8/2/1/3/9/4 
Binary LEFT TO RIGHT: Daily Quiz Word Ladder 
° ‘ ° , ; , ‘ : ee 1. Liberia (Monrovia 
ie '§ . ’ after James Monroe) 
1/0'100 1/1/00 ram; gush; scam 
11110 1/1 11/0/0 ie. a “he, 2.Lord Haw-Haw 
ool 01011101414 pour; racket; hush; 3. Ergonomics 
110'0/1/1 0/1/10 scar 4. January and Sudoku Jigsawdoku 
011100 1/101 February 5 213/411 8/6 9/7 6] 3 
1\/0 1.1,0'0|/1/0 1 897165 3\2:1 4 8 
ato ae 1/4/6|9/2/7/3/8/5 1 
Word Wheel 6 3.9/8 45/177 2 
; 2.5 4117 6/8 39 
Yesterday’s Codeword 2950 NINE-LETTER WORD detracted 71813921546 
tes a IB ee eo a OTHER WORDS ace, acre, act, acted, arc, arced, cad, cadet, cadre, car, card, carded, 9162171311145 8 
J; I |P | CiY;Q|\|B;Z/S T | D|N care, cared, caret, cart, carted, cat, cater, catered, cedar, cede, ceded, crate, create, 48115691723 
14 115-16 iV 1S ]19]20. 121 |22. 23. 24 R 26 created, creed, dace, decade, detect, detract, erect, race, raced, react, reacted, tact, 
V L F W X G M R trace, traced, Tract 3/7';5/2|8|4/9)| 6) 1 
Killer Sudoku Number Tower Calcudoku WordSquare Rectangles Chain Link 








Pathfinder 
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Word Fit 
[P| 
[S| RAE FICIERE [S| 

Futoshiki [L[O|O|K) [D) [Mm IP) 7 i 
1|<|2 4 lo} LLM TIN IINT EIR] N ‘ 
a 3, Hexalex " BIEIAIS] IR RIAL en : 
>[3]> m mM & fk aE ze lala 
. A E(MiBiLeElM) [b) [s) [Lt] PA Bi) 3 

2} |5| {4} [1] [3 [N| [N| [1] [E| vd A B 
ve : oreo . a = = 
< PAIR TI na 5-Clue Cryptic Crossword at 
[E| [D0] [sli |T[s] Across: 3/5 To coina phrase*, 6 Run(a)way AL E o 

=.= [FAIR ICE IME LL] Down: 1 Copper, 2 Sop-R-a-no., 4 Nassau* VH T L 
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Sport in brief 





SWIMMING 


Relay team break 
European record 


Great Britain’s 
mixed 4x100 metre 
medley relay team 
broke the European 
: record to clinch 

gold at the European Aquatics 
Championships in Hungary. 

Kathleen Dawson, Adam 
Peaty, James Guy and Anna 
Hopkin clocked a time of three 
minutes 38.82 seconds to beat the 
Netherlands into second place. 

Hopkin (above), who was well 
ahead when she embarked on 
the anchor leg, said: “These guys 
got me a pretty good lead, I really 
didn’t want to lose that. 

“T think we can all get quicker 
going into the Olympics,” she 
added. 








TENNIS 
Norrie gets ‘biggest 
wil’ of his career 


Cameron Norrie 
claimed the best 
victory of his career 
over US Open 
champion Dominic 
Thiem in the second round of 

the Open Pare Auvergne-Rhone- 
Alpes Lyon. 

The British No 2 produced a 
brilliant performance to beat the 
world No 4 6-8, 6-2. 

Norrie (above) is enjoying 
the best season of his career, 
reaching the final of the ATP 
tournament in Estoril and 
consistently beating players 
ranked above his mark of 49. “I’m 
so pleased to win. It’s my biggest 
win of my career,” Norrie said. 








RUGBY UNION 
Brown to appeal 
against stamp ban 


Mike Brown is to 
appeal against 

the six-match 
suspension for 
stamping that may 
have brought a premature end to 
his Harlequins career. 

Brown (above) was sent off 
after standing on the head of 
Wasps hooker Tommy Taylor 
during a match at Twickenham 
Stoop on 9 May. 

A new online disciplinary 
panel will meet next Wednesday 
evening to consider the appeal. 


Sporton TV ( 


County cricket: Surrey v Middx 
Sky Sports Cricket, 10.55am 
Cycling: Giro d'Italia 

Eurosport 1,11.05am 

Golf: US PGA Championship 
Sky Sports Golf, 1pm 

Rug u: Leicester v Montpellier 
Bil Sport i, yom 

Football: Blackpool v Oxford U 
Sky Sports Football, 7.30pm 








RUGBY UNION 


Borthwick cautious as Saint-André’s 
Montpellier go from terrible to terrific 









Hugh 
Godwin 


RUGBY UNION 
CORRESPONDENT 
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As Leicester Tigers go hunting a 
first major trophy in eight years, 
their head coach Steve Borthwick 
has made a definitive comparison 
between his side and this evening’s 
European Challenge Cup final oppo- 
nents, Montpellier. 

“We are coming into this game as 
huge underdogs,” Borthwick said. 
“T don’t think anybody really thinks 
Leicester Tigers, a team that effec- 
tively finished bottom of the Premier- 
ship just a few months ago, has got a 
chance against a team that’s got I 
don’t know how many million pounds’ 
worth of players.” 

Seeing as Montpellier sit in 10th 
place in the Top 14, while Leicester 
are sixth out of 12 in the Premiership, 
the neutral observer might cock a 
quizzical eyebrow at Borthwick’s re- 
marks. Especially as the match is at 
Twickenham, with plenty of Tigers 
fans in the hoped-for crowd of 10,000. 

For Leicester to confine the 
111-times-capped Ben Youngs to 
the bench, behind the former Sara- 
cens medal machine Richard Wig- 
glesworth, shows great strength in 
a pivotal position, and the likes of 
Ellis Genge, Tom Youngs, Dan Cole, 
George Ford, Matias Moroni and 
Nemani Nadolo have been around 
the international block more than a 
few times. 

There again, the strong impres- 
sion of Montpellier is they have been 
through a season of two halves - ter- 
rible followed by terrific - so their 
league position is deceptive. After 
dropping into the Challenge Cup with 
heavy defeats to Leinster and Wasps 
in the Champions Cup, they sacked 
their head coach Xavier Garbajosa 
in January and put the team in the 
hands of director of rugby Philippe 
Saint-André, the former France 
wing, captain and coach. 

A run of eight straight wins in- 
cluding Glasgow, Treviso and Bath 
ended only when a second string 
lost to Stade Francais in the league 
last week. “It’s been like bad weather 
before the sunny time arrived,” the 
54-year-old Saint-André said yester- 
day. “We changed a few things in the 
game plan, the fitness got better, and 
the players have gelled very well.” 

Montpellier have Saracens’ Eng- 
land-international loanee Alex Lozo- 
wski at fly-half, with Handre Pollard 
on the bench as the World Cup winner 
continues his recover from a cruci- 
ate ligament injury. Two more South 
Africans, Jan Serfontein and Johan 
Goosen, are the starting centres. 

Leicester are relying on muscle 
from the Republic, too, with the Eng- 
land youngster George Martin left 
out of an all-South African back row. 

Lozowski said of Leicester, who 
edged past Ulster in the semi-final: 
“Tf you look at guys like Nemani Na- 
dolo, Ellis Genge, Jasper Wiese, you 
think: ‘I am going to have to tackle 


The experience of 
Leicester fly-half 
George Ford will 
be vital against 
Montpellier 





tonight’.” Saint-André (below) spent 
10 years in England, during which his 
Sale Sharks team beat Leices- 7 
ter in the 2006 Premiership 
final at Twickenham. But it 
was different when he was 
at Gloucester. 

“In those days Leices- 
ter were winning atrophy \ 
every year and they were * 
the Stade Toulousain of 
English rugby,” Saint-André 
told i yesterday. 

“The past few years, they have 
been struggling, but I feel the new 


head coach [Borthwick] is doing 
a great job, and he has brought 
3 back the DNA of Leicester - 
very good in the set-piece, 
strong mauls and a good 
kicking game with their 
half-backs.” 
Six days ago Leicester 
City won the FA Cup, but 
their rugby union coun- 
terparts have put only the 
minor Anglo-Welsh Cup into 
the trophy cabinet since 2018. 
Ford, Leicester’s England fly-half, 
said: “I left the year we won the Pre- 












Twickenham teams 
Kick-off 8pm Television BT Sport 1 
Referee A Brace (Ire) LEICESTER TIGERS 
G Port j ‘O| N Nadolo 
orter 
© M Moroni e 
D Kelly 
© 9) R Wigglesworth 
G Ford 


© 
® J Wiese 6) 


C Brink 5 Oo H Liebenberg 
CGreen H Wells 
DCole TYoungs(capt) EGenge 


EForletta GGuirado(capt) MlHaouas 


FVerhaeghe P Willemse (7) 


(8) Y Camara 
A Bécognée 
A Lozowski (10) 
J Serfontein (a2) 


J Goosen 
V @ (5) 


A Bouthier 
MONTPELLIER 


F Ouedraogo 


B Paillaugue 


A Vincent 


Replacements: 

Leicester C Clare, L de Bruin, J Heyes, C Henderson, T 
Reffell, B Youngs, Z Henry, K Murimurivalu. 
Montpellier B du Plessis, R Rodgers, T Lamositele, 

T Duguid, J du Plessis, C Reinach, H Pollard, G 
N’gandebe. 





Leicester’s glory years 


1988 Won first top-flight title 
1995 Premiership title 

1997 European Cup finalists 
1999 Third Premiership 

2000 Fourth Premiership 

2001 Fifth Premiership and first 
European Cup, beating Stade 
Francais 34-30 in the Paris final 
2002 Sixth Premiership, retained 
European Cup, beating Munster 
15-9 in the Cardiff final 

2007 Seventh Premiership and 
European Cup finalists 

2009 Eighth Premiership and 
European Cup finalists 

2010 Ninth Premiership 

2013 Tenth Premiership 


miership trophy [in 2013]. I don’t get 
sick of being reminded of that and I 
don’t feel weighed down by the his- 
tory. But we’re a different team, dif- 
ferent personnel, different coaches, 
a different era. I want to be proud of 
what we can do from here on in.” 

Leicester are allowed to have 
friends and family present, whereas 
Montpellier have been restricted to 
a travelling party of 55 including 30 
players - so Saint-André is hopeful 
a few ex-pats in London have bought 
tickets to raise some kind of Gallic 
roar. 

“It might be hostile,” said Fulgence 
Ouedraogo, the veteran Montpellier 
flanker who was part of their 2016 
Challenge Cup-winning side against 
Harlequins. 
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Dominic Sibley scored 43 runs from 120 balls at Essex yesterday GETTY 


Snail-paced 
Sibley proves 
as obdurate as 











ever on return 


By Chris Stocks 
AT CHELMSFORD 


Dominic Sibley, playing his first 
match in five weeks, warmed up 
for England’s upcoming Test series 
against New Zealand by displaying 
his trademark obduracy on day one 
of Warwickshire’s County Champion- 
ship match at Essex. 

The opener had been sidelined 
since mid-April after fracturing the 
middle finger on his right hand at- 
tempting to take a catch in his side’s 
match against Nottinghamshire. 

But after being named in England’s 
15-man squad for the opening Test se- 


ENGLAND 


ries of the summer next month, Sib- 
ley spent 120 balls in the middle on his 
return, making 43 runs. 

This innings wasn’t quite 
in the calibre of Sibley’s 
snail-paced 120 from 372 
balls against the West In- 
dies at Old Trafford last 
summer. 

Yet the 25-year-old 
showed no ill-effects from 
his recent injury as he dug in 
for two-and-a-half hours against 
a disciplined Essex attack in overcast 
conditions at Chelmsford. 

“Tt was tough work but nice to be in 
the middle again, battling hard,” said 
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6S. finger felt good. I’m 
looking forward to seeing 
how it is in the field. I’m not 
100 per cent but pretty close 


Sibley. “The finger felt good. I’m look- 
ing forward to seeing how it is in the 
field. ’'m not 100 per cent because it’s 
my first game back but I feel pretty 
close. I’m really excited to be in the 
[England] squad. Hopefully I play in 
the New Zealand Tests.” 

Despite Sibley’s runs, Warwick- 
shire were struggling on 159 for seven 
at the end of a rain-affected day. 

With fans allowed back into pro- 
fessional cricket in the UK for the 
first time in 18 months during this 
latest round of matches, the novelty 
of being back for the 200 who were 
present at Essex’s compact County 
Ground may have worn off as Sibley 
compiled his runs at a glacial pace. 

By lunch, he had made 28 from 90 
deliveries and, after being dropped 
on 82, he continued in the same vein 
until edging Sam Cook to second 
slip 84 minutes into the afternoon 
session. 

At that stage Warwickshire were 
76 for five but a 56-run stand between 
Tim Bresnan and Michael Burgess 
helped them recover before Peter 
Siddle removed Burgess as the for- 
mer Australia bowler ended the day 
with four wickets. 

Rory Burns, Sibley’s potential 
opening partner when the first Test 
against New Zealand starts at Lord’s 
on 2 June, continued his good form 
this season with 64 on the first day of 
Surrey’s match against Middlesex 
at The Oval. Burns (below), dropped 
during England’s series in India ear- 
lier this year but back in the squad 
for the New Zealand series, helped 
his side to 185 without loss, alongside 
opening partner Mark Stoneman. 

But his dismissal by Ethan Bamber 

sparked an extraordinary collapse 
during which Surrey lost six wickets 
for just seven runs. 
Two more England play- 
ers in Ollie Pope and Ben 
Foakes were both dis- 
missed for ducks as Sur- 
rey stumbled to the close 
on 146 for six. 

Zak Crawley, likely to 
bat at No 8 for England 
against New Zealand, also 

failed to score a run as he was 
caught at second slip off the bowl- 
ing of Timm van der Gugten in 
Kent’s match against Glamorgan at 
Canterbury. 


Archer to have surgery on injured elbow today 


By Chris Stocks 


England have confirmed Jofra 
Archer will have surgery on his 
injured right elbow today. 

The fast bowler has suffered 
with a chronic issue in the joint 
since England’s Test series in 
South Africa early last year 
and the problem flared up again 
when he bowled 18 overs during 
Sussex’s County Championship 
match against Kent last week. 

After consultation with 
England medics this week, it was 
decided the 26-year-old would 
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Jofra Archer bowled just 18 overs for 
Sussex against Kent at Hove last week 





have surgery in order to ensure he 
is fit for this winter’s T20 World 
Cup and Ashes series in Australia. 

No time frame has yet been 
given by England on how long 
Archer will be out for but it is 
expected he will miss most of the 
home international summer. 

An England statement 
yesterday said: “Jofra Archer 
has been reviewed by a medical 
consultant in respect of his right 
elbow soreness. He will now 
proceed to surgery tomorrow. 
Further updates will be released 
in due course.” 





BUSINESS SPORT 
48-51 55-63 








Results Service 

SKY BET LEAGUE 2 PLAY-OFFS SEMI-FINAL 1ST LEG 

Tranmere (1)... ccc 1 Morecambe (2)................... 2 

Clarke 19 Knight-Percival 15 
McAlinden 45 

SCOTTISH PREM PLAY-OFF FINAL FIRST LEG 

Dundee (1) once 2. Kilmarnock (0)... 1 


McGhee 6, Adam 47 Haunstrup 77 


SCOTTISH LGE ONE PLAY-OFF FINAL SECOND LEG 
Dumbarton (0)... o Edinburgh City (0)........... 1 
Att 398 See 52 

Dumbarton win 3-2 on aggregate. 

SSE Women’s FA Cup Fifth Rnd Chelsea 3 Evertono. 


CRICKET 


LV= COUNTY CH’SHIP - GRP 1 


(Day 2 of 4, 11am) 


DERBYSHIRE VDURHAM 


DERBY: Derbyshire have scored 48 for no wickets 
against Durham Durham elected to bowl 


DERBYSHIRE — First Innings 





Runs 6s 4s Bls Min 
B D Guest not out 23 0 3 58 73 
*B A Godleman not out 24 0 3 44 73 
Extras (lb1) 1 
Total(for 0, 17 overs) 48 
To Bat: W L Madsen, J L du Plooy, M J J Critchley, AL 
Hughes, TH R Hosein, F J Hudson-Prentice, B Aitchison, 
S Conners, D R Melton. 
Bowling: C Rushworth 4-0-15-0, M A Wood 7-2-16-0, 
B A Raine 6-2-16-0. 
Durham: CT Bancroft, A Z Lees, *S G Borthwick, D G 
Bedingham,J TA Burnham, EJ Eckersley, tS W Poynter, 
B A Carse, BA Raine, MA Wood, C Rushworth. 
Umpires: P J Hartley and RT Robinson. 


ESSEX V WARWICKSHIRE 


CHELMSFORD: Warwickshire have scored 159 for7 
wickets against Essex Warwickshire won toss 
WARWICKSHIRE -— First Innings 

Runs 6s 4s Bls Min 


























*\/ MH Rhodesc Browneb Siddle 10 0 1 26 46 
D P Sibley c Harmer b S J Cook 43 0 3120 155 
R M Yates b Siddle 00o0o 4 #11 
P J Malan c Westley b Porter 700 22 4O 
S R Hain lbw b Siddle 10 0 1 27 #35 
tM GK Burgess b Siddle 35 11 77 114 
TT Bresnan not out 47 O 4 98 127 
O P Stone c Harmer b SJ Cook 4 O00 10 13 
D R Briggs not out 4:0. 6 16-25 
Extras (Lb2) 2 

Total(for 7, 66.4 overs) 159 


Fall: 1-22, 2-24, 3-37, 4-56, 5-76, 6-132, 7-141. 

To Bat: LC Norwell, O J Hannon-Dalby. 

Bowling: J A Porter 16-5-40-1, S J Cook 17-3-43-2, P M 
Siddle 19.4-4-36-4, S R Harmer 12-3-30-0, P | Walter 
2-0-8-0. 

Essex: A N Cook, N LJ Browne, *T Westley, D W Lawrence, 
P| Walter, R N ten Doeschate, TAJ Wheater, S R Harmer, 
P M Siddle, S J Cook, J A Porter. 

Umpires: B J] Debenham and | J Gould. 


NOTTS V WORCESTERSHIRE 


TRENT BRIDGE: Nottinghamshire have scored 51for3 
wickets against Worc’s Worcestershire elected to bowl 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE -— First Innings 

Runs 6s 4s Bls Min 
BT Slater c Cox b Pennington 15 11 34 A5 











Haseeb Hameed c Cox b Joseph 2h O 4 42 61 
BM Duckett not out 412041 17 23 
J M Clarke c Cox b Pennington 000 2 7 
Extras (w1) 1 
Total(for 3, 15.5 overs) 51 





Fall: 1-38, 2-50, 3-51. 

To Bat: L W James, *S J Mullaney, TT J Moores, LA 
Patterson-White, S C J Broad, LJ Fletcher, D Paterson. 
Bowling: J Leach 5-2-13-0, J C Tongue 3-0-15-0, D Pen- 
nington 4.5-1-12-2, A S Joseph 3-0-11-1. 
Worcestershire: J D Libby, D K H Mitchell, T C Fell, J A 
Haynes, BL D’Oliveira, MH Wessels, TO B Cox,AS Joseph, 
*J Leach, J C Tongue, D Pennington. 

Umpires: A G Wharf and B V Taylor. 


GROUP 2 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE V SOMERSET 


BRISTOL: Somerset have scored 45 for one wicket 
against Gloucestershire Gloucestershire won toss 
SOMERSET — First Innings 
Runs 6s 4s Bls Min 
22 0 2 7O 82 
3.0 0 5 7 


E J Byrom not out 
TA Lammonby run out 











*T B Abell not out 19 0 2 A7 75 
Extras (b1) 1 

Total(for 1, 20.2 overs) 45 

Fall: 1-4. 


To Bat: J C Hildreth, G A Bartlett, L P Goldsworthy, tS 
M Davies, C Overton, L Gregory, J H Davey, M J Leach. 
Bowling: D A Payne 5-2-8-0, R F Higgins 6-2-6-0, M D 
Taylor 5.2-0-17-0, D J Worrall 4-0-13-0. 
Gloucestershire: *C D J Dent, K C Brathwaite, tJ R Bracey, 
T CLace,|A Cockbain, R F Higgins, MAH Hammond, TM 
J Smith, M D Taylor, D A Payne, D J Worrall. 

Umpires: P K Baldwin and S J O'Shaughnessy. 


SURREY V MIDDLESEX 


THE KIA OVAL: Surrey have scored 146 for 6 wickets 
against Middlesex Middlesex elected to bowl 
SURREY — First Innings 

Runs 6s 4s Bls Min 

















*R J Burns lbw b Bamber 64 011156 204 
MD Stonemanc Simpson b Cullen 63 010 127 195 
H M Amla not out 6 00 27 48 
O JD Popelbwb Andersson 000 11 #19 
TB TFoakescSimpsonbAndersson 0 0 O 4&4 5 
J LSmith c White b Helm 000 3 5 
J Clark low b Andersson 100 3 5 
R Clarke not out hoo 5 7 
Extras (b4 lb4) 8 

Total(for 6, 56 overs) 146 


Fall: 1-135, 2-135, 3-140, 4-140, 5-141, 6-142. 

To Bat: K AJ Roach, RJ W Topley, A Virdi. 

Bowling: T J Murtagh 14-5-32-0, E Bamber 15-4-29-1, 
T G Helm 14-4-33-1, M K Andersson 4-1-17-3, B C Cul- 
len 9-1-27-1. 

Middlesex: S D Robson,J L Davies, NRT Gubbins, *P S P 
Handscomb, R G White, tJ ASimpson, M K Andersson, B 
C Cullen, T G Helm, E Bamber, T J Murtagh. 

Umpires: G D Lloyd and! D Blackwell. 


HAMPSHIRE V LEICESTERSHIRE 


THE AGEAS BOWL (Day 3 of 4, 14am): Hampshire have 
scored 223 for7 wickets against Leicestershire 
Leicestershire elected to bowl 





° FRIDAY 
l 21 MAY 2021 


HAMPSHIRE — First Innings 53-1 


First Innings Contd 
Runs 6s 4s Bls Min 


|G Holland lbw b Barnes 82 013 136 196 














TPAlsopcAckermannbHAEvans 25 0 2 86 118 
S ANortheast b Wright 200 5 8 
*} M Vince lbw b Barnes 32 0 6 42 61 
LA Dawson lbw b Barnes 19 0 2 38 54 
tL. D McManus lbw b HA Evans 15 0 2 47 69 
K H D Barker not out 15 0 2 30 46 
K J Abbott not out 5 0 1 10 6 
Extras (lb7 nb10) 17 

Total(for 7, 68 overs) 223 





Fall: 1-20, 2-102, 3-105, 4-141, 5-172, 6-191, 7-218. 

To Bat: B T J Wheal, Mohammad Abbas. 

Bowling: C J C Wright 23-4-70-2, H A Evans 16-2-50-2, 
GT Griffiths 9-2-34-0, E Barnes 17-3-52-3, C N Acker- 
mann 3-0-10-0. 

Leicestershire: S T Evans, Mohammed Azad, M S Harris, 
*C N Ackermann, L J Hill, R K Patel, tH Swindells, CJC 
Wright, GT Griffiths, E Barnes, HA Evans. 

Umpires: N Llong and M Saggers. 


GROUP 3 
KENT V GLAMORGAN 


CANTERBURY: Kent have scored 70 for 2 wickets 
against Glamorgan 
Glamorgan elected to bowl 
KENT —First Innings 

Runs 6s 4s Bls Min 
tO GRobinsonc Lloyd bvanderGugten 43 0 7 62 64 
J M Cox not out 26 0 2 52 88 
ZCrawleycLloydbvanderGugten 0 0 O 8 11 








J ALeaning not out 100 10 15 
Extras oO 
Total(for 2, 22 overs) 70 


Fall: 1-60, 2-62. 

To Bat: *S W Billings, D J Bell-Drummond, D | Stevens, 
M K O’Riordan, N N Gilchrist, ML Cummins, MR Quinn. 
Bowling: M G Neser 7-1-30-0, MG Hogan 5-0-21-0, DA 
Douthwaite 6-2-19-0, T van der Gugten 4-4-0-2. 
Glamorgan: J M Cooke, D L Lloyd, M Labuschagne, W 
T Root, K S Carlson, *tC B Cooke, D A Douthwaite, MG 
Neser, A G Salter, T van der Gugten, M G Hogan. 
Umpires: J D Middlebrook and R K Illingworth. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE VLANCS 


NORTHAMPTON: Lancashire have scored 59 for no 
wickets against Northants Northamptonshire won toss 


LANCASHIRE — First Innings 

Runs 6s 4s Bls Min 
K K Jennings not out 23 01 51 71 
AL Davies not out 34 0 3 50 71 
Extras (lb2) 2 
Total(for 0, 16.5 overs) 59 
To Bat: L W P Wells, J J Bohannon, *TD J Vilas, L S Liv- 
ingstone, S J Croft, L Wood, M W Parkinson, T E Bailey, 
J M Anderson. 
Bowling: B W Sanderson 6-0-28-0, G K Berg 4-0-17-0, 
TAI Taylor 4-1-5-0, W D Parnell 2.5-1-7-0. 
Northamptonshire: B J Curran, R Vasconcelos, L Procter, 
R | Keogh, Saif Zaib, *TA M Rossington, T Al Taylor, W D 
Parnell, G K Berg, S C Kerrigan, B W Sanderson. 
Umpires: R Bailey and R Kettleborough. 


CYCLING 

GIRO D'ITALIA: SIENA - BAGNO DI ROMAGNA, 
212KM: STAGE 12: 1 A Vendrame (It) AG2R Citroen 
Team 5h 43m 48s, 36 S Yates (GB) Team BikeEx- 
change at 10m 14s, 44 H Carthy (GB) EF Education- 
Nippo at same time. Overall: 1 E Bernal (Col) Ineos 
Grenadiers 48h 29m 23s, 4 Carthy at1m1i7s,5S 
Yates at 1m 22s. 


GOLF 

PGA CHAMPIONSHIP: SOUTH CAROLINA, USA: 
EARLY FIRST RND SCORES: (US unless stated, Par 
72) 69 K Bradley; V Hovland (Nor); B Koepka; A Wise; 
70 M Laird (GB); C Morikawa; C Tringale; 71 P Casey 
(GB); S Cink; J Dufner; R Fowler; T Gooch; T Hatton 
(GB); J Kokrak; T Lewis (GB); L Oosthuizen (SA); 72 B 
DeChambeau; H Higgs; A Long; S Scheffler; E van 
Rooyen (SA); B Watson; 73 Byeong-Hun An (S Kor); 

D Frittelli (SA); G Higgo (SA); C Hoffman; M Jones 
(Aus); B Marek; H Matsuyama (Japan); D McCarthy; X 
Schauffele; J Scrivener (Aus); H Stenson (Swe); H Var- 
ner III; J Walker; M Wallace (GB); L Westwood (GB); 
74 J Dahmen; L Griffin; T Hoge; Z Johnson; M Leish- 
man (Aus); R Palmer; K Samooja (Fin); 75 J Catlin; G 
Coetzee (SA); H English; M Geddes; M Kaymer (Ger); 
C Kim; R MacIntyre (GB); R Mcllroy (GB); B Steele; J 
Thomas; 76 T Detry (Bel); R Hoshino (Japan); R Labritz; 
B Polland; P Rada; C Schwartzel (SA). 


HORSE RACING RESULTS SELECTED 


LINGFIELD Going: Soft 

1.35 (1m3f133yds nov) FAR TOO BEAUTIFUL (D 
Keenan 28-1) 1; Military Two Step (4-5F) 2; Harston 
(9-2) 3. & ran. %, nk. (M Attwater). NRs: Golden Viola, 
Line Of Descent. 

Placepot: £4,23.00. Quadpot: £7.10. 

MARKET RASEN Going: Good to soft 

1.10 (2m125yds nov hdle): TIMBERMAN (P Brennan 
5-4F) 1; Ambassador (7-4) 2; Sorbet (6-1) 3. 5 ran. %, 
nk. (F O’Brien). 

2.55 (2mu4fi39yds h'cap hdle) FAIR MOUNTAIN (H 
Skelton 7-1) 1; Push The Tempo (9-1) 2, Breaking 
Waves (14-1) 3. Thistle Do Nicely 10-3F. 11 ran. 24%, 6%. 
(D Skelton). NR: Kajaki. 

Jackpot: Not won, pool of £13,857.26 carried over. 
Placepot: £1,588.70. Quadpot: £433.20. 
WOLVERHAMPTON Going: Standard 

3.40 (1m5f219yds h'cap): TRUE DESTINY (K Shoemark 
9-4) 1; Pax Britannica (5-4F) 2; Sexy Beast (9-4) 3. 3 
ran. 154, 8¥. (R Charlton). NRs: Red Force One, Tigray. 
Placepot: £2,233.20. Quadpot: £25,70. 

SANDOWN Going: Soft 

5.55 (1méf h'cap): ZINC WHITE (Rossa Ryan 11-10F) 
1; Silver Shade (12-1) 2; Pied Piper (11-2) 3. 6 ran. 7%, 
hd. (R Beckett). 

6.25 (1mif2ogyds h'cap): SISKANY (W Buick 6-4F) 1; 
Something Enticing (7-2) 2; Greatgadian (7-4) 3. 4 ran. 
3%, 1%. (C Appleby). NR: Pure Bubbles. 

6.55 (1m): MOSTAHDAF (J Crowley 9-2) 1; Highland 
Avenue (11-8F) 2; Bullace (17-2) 3. 7rann’kh hh U & 
T Gosden). 


TENNIS 


ATP OPEN PARC AUVERGNE-RHONE-ALPES LYON: 
2nd rnd: C NORRIE (GB) bt (1) D THIEM (Aut) 6-3 6-2. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

SKY BET LGE ONE PLAY-OFFS SEMI-FINAL2NDLEG 
Blackpool (3) v Oxford Utd (0) (7.4.5) successes 

SCOTTISH CH’SHIP PLAY-OFF FINAL SECOND LEG 
Morton (1) v Airdrieonians (0) (7.35)... 

RUGBY UNION 

EUROPEAN CHALLENGE CUP FINAL (8.0): Leicester 
v Montpellier. 
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ATHLETICS 


Gemiili plans to protest 
despite firm warnings 
from Olympic chiefs 


By Mark Woods 


Adam Gemili is ready to take the 
knee on the podium in Tokyo this 
summer in defiance of the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee’s threat 
to punish any protests. 

The world champion sprinter, 
who will compete in Sun- 
day’s Diamond League 


6Ru should 


Olympic chiefs promised to up- 
holding Rule 50 of the its charter 
which prohibits any “demonstra- 
tion or political, religious or racial 
propaganda” with a range of sanc- 
tions, including possible expulsion 
from the Games. 

But Gemili has dismissed the 
tough line taken as “ridicu- 
lous” and insisted the poll 


meeting in Gateshead, was effectively rigged. 
has been one of the loud- be allowed “T think it was very clear 
est voices leading calls to express that it wasn’t an accurate 
within the UK for great- YOUrOpInion. representation of athletes 
er rights for athletes to ld behypocrit- from all around the world 
speak out and to assert icalifl’vebeen with different colours, 
their rights around the talking and | races and ethnicities,” he 
Games. wouldn't do said. 

The IOC claimed last that if “They tried to say ath- 
month that its own sur- “tat myse letes don’t want it, but 


vey of more than 3,500 

athletes found that 70 per cent said 
it was “not appropriate to demon- 
strate or express their views” on 
the field of play or at the opening or 
closing ceremony. 





Adam Gemili will contest the 200m 
for Great Britain in Tokyo 


that’s not the picture I’ve 
got from speaking to athletes. 

“It doesn’t really make much 
sense. As bad as it sounds, athletes 
have always been at the bottom of 
the pecking order. We don’t have 
any power. We’re actually the ones 
that are running and competing 
and entertaining for the world.” 

With the Black Lives Matter 
movement expected to be a visible 
feature of protest among athletes 
in Tokyo, the 200 metres contender 
expects that the threat from the 
IOC will simply strengthen the col- 
lective resolve to defy organisers 
and do what American sprinters 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos fa- 
mously did at the 1968 Mexico City 
Olympics by taking a stand. 

Gemili said: “I would be happy to 
take a knee if I was successful at the 
Olympics. 

“I would definitely protest. Be- 
cause I think it’s a place where you 
should be allowed to express your 
opinion. I’d be very hypocritical if 
I’ve been talking all this talk and I 
wouldn't do that myself.” 





GOLF 


Uphill task for McIlroy after 


another poor start at Major 


By Phil Casey 


Two-time winner Brooks Koepka 
recovered from a poor start as play- 
ing partner Rory Mcllroy suffered 
yet another one on the opening day 
of the US PGA Championship at Ki- 
awah Island. 

Koepka hit back from making 
a double bogey on his first hole of 
the day to card a three-under-par 
69 and share the clubhouse lead 
with 2011 champion Keegan Brad- 
ley, Norway’s Viktor Hovland and 
American Aaron Wise. 

Mcllroy had been somewhat for- 
tunate to escape with a bogey on his 
opening hole and birdied the next 
two to get into red figures, but even- 
tually signed for a 75 to continue 
his costly habit of bad starts in the 





game’s biggest events. Since 2015 
the 32-year-old is a combined 35- 
over par in the first round of Majors 
and again faces an uphill task to win 
a fifth Major title and first since the 
2014 US PGA. 

Mcllroy had come into the event 
as the tournament favourite on the 
back of his eight-shot win at Kiawah 
in 2012 and a victory in his previous 
start on the PGA Tour 

Koepka said of his opening hole: 
“The first rule is, if you’re in trouble, 
get the hell out.” 

“T couldn’t reach the green. It was 
a bad lie. Just tried to hit a pull sand 
wedge up by the green instead of 
just chopping it out. So mental mis- 
take there. Deserved every bit of 
that double bogey. It kind of helped 
me refocus.” 





EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 





shes a favourite for a podium in Tokyo, but Shauna 
Coxsey tells Kevin Garside she's not in it for the medals 


hins, a beast of a 
calisthenic that requires 
you to haul your 
bodyweight skywards 
from a hanging bar, would 
sit comfortably in a medieval house 
of pain alongside the rack and the 
thumb screw. If you manage three, 
consider yourself a player. Shauna 
Coxsey stops at 40 to counter the 
onset of boredom. A freak of nature? 
Probably. Also a freak of nurture 
as a consequence of two decades 
clinging to climbing walls. 

Coxsey is one of the world’s 
leading exponents of bouldering, 
which, alongside speed and lead 
climbing, makes its Olympic debut 
in a combined event at the Tokyo 
Games. The sport has grown wildly 
in popularity over the past 20 years 
in line with the rapid expansion 
of health and fitness culture. 

Think cat-like figures leaping over 
multicoloured nodules bolted to 
sheer surfaces. 

Coxsey’s infatuation began at 
the age of four after watching 
Frenchwoman Catherine Destivelle 
free climbing in Africa on the 
Adventure Channel. Bouldering 
brings that experience indoors 
without the use of ropes or 
harnesses, as opposed to lead 


climbing, which accords with the 


generic discipline of mountaineering 


using safety equipment. The third 


Olympic component, speed climbing, 


is all spectacle. Competitors rocket 
lizard-like up a 15-metre wall at a 
rate of two-metres a second. 
Training for all this involves 
dangling by the fingertips from a 
piece of wood with holes in it called 
a “beastmaker”. Finger 
strength is central to the 
discipline. Put it this way, 


EB meone 


frames. That does not change when 
we are adults. 

“Climbing is in us. It is part of 
what we do. Everybody can climb, so 
itis a sport anyone can do.” 

But not anyone can do it like her. 
At the World Championships in 
2019 she won bronze in bouldering 
and in the combined event despite 
suffering with flu. Coxsey has also 
amassed 80 medals in the 
Climbing World Cup, not 
that she is counting. It’s 


boulderers do not have any told me the the challenge that fires her 
problems taking the lidoff other day | passion, not the validation 
the jam jar. “I’m always had 30 World of judges. “My goal is to 
told I have a very strong Cup podiums. be best athlete I can be. 
handshake. Be meal o be |had no idea. a an oe I 
conscious of that and try 9 can’t control that. 
to tone it down,” Coxsey | h ay yh dal . In trying to understand 
told i. sing etropny lite performance 

After a year of Covid in my house and the elements that 


exclusion, competition is 
stirring again with Coxsey heading 
to Salt Lake City next month for 
her first World Cup events since 
qualifying for the games in August 
2019. Coxsey is as much ambassador 
as competitor, her passion for 
her sport eloquently expressed in 
evangelic tones. 

“Climbing is incredibly natural. 
As kids we climb over the furniture, 
we want to climb trees, climbing 


contribute to her success, 
Coxsey advances a view that has 
application for all masters of 
the sporting universe. Be they 
climbers, footballers, golfers or 
swimmers, high achievers deliver 
under pressure when the scrutiny 
is at its greatest. “Performance 
encapsulates something more than 
strength and technique,” she says. 
“To perform in the moment, at a 
specific time, is a skill that is so 




















TV 
30-35 


BUSINESS SPORT 
48-51 55-63 


AVES 


OPINION 


2-37 18-22 





@ Oo 
Kevin Garside 
CHIEF SPORTS CORRESPONDENT 


15 








4 MAY 2021 


59 





. Why climbing: 

il |) for gold and 
a glory cloes not 
wm” drive Coxsey 
i, / up the —_ 


al 


'é 7 F 


incredibly difficult to train. It comes 
from experience. 

“It is hard to articulate, but it is 
the difference between making the 
podium or not in elite competition 
where there are a lot of incredibly 
talented athletes in the same space. 
Of course there is a physiological 
element. Some might have stronger 
fingers, arms etc. But a lot of it 
is psychological, whether you 
can push through those hard 
training days, keep working 


incredibly well received. People 
should see it, try it, find something 
that they are passionate about and 
lead a more healthy, active lifestyle. 
The more people that we can get to 
see climbing the more people we can 
get to try it and fall in love with it.” 
Coxsey is among the favourites 

competing for that inaugural 
podium in Tokyo. But we 
mustn’t frame the game as 
- amedal hunt. In that she 
has little interest. 





















towards a goal.” “P’m so process- 
After the disappointment oriented, fascinated by 
of 2020 when her wedding | what my body might 
as well as the Olympic =\ be capable of. I train 
Games were put on hold, as hard as acan. I 
Coxsey is ready to go believe if I give the 
again, down the aisle performance I’m 
as well as up the wall in capable of, it could be 
Tokyo. medal worthy, but we 
“Tt feels so surreal,” won't know that until 
the 28-year-old says. the day. I compete to 
“As an athlete growing do, not to win. I come to 
up I would watch the perform. I love being in 
Olympics but would that intense space. I don’t 
feel disconnected in compete for the medals, 
a way. I never expected that’s for sure. Someone 
my sport to be part of the told me the other day 
Games. I don’t think it will I had 30 World Cup 
sink in until I’m there, or podiums. I had no idea. 
even afterwards. The I haven't got a single 
journey has been one trophy in my house.” 
that will take a long So that’s her secret. A 
time to process. gold-plated attitude. Most 
“My sport entirely Olympian. 
deserves to be at the For more info on Shauna 
Games and will be please visit redbull.com 











Verstappen ts touted as next big thing 
but so far the pressure ts taking its toll 


e are always on 

the lookout for the 

next great one. In 

motor racing the 

references are laid 
out before us from Tazio Nuvolari 
and Bernd Rosemeyer in the pre- 
Fl era to Juan Manuel Fangio, Jim 
Clark, Niki Lauda, Ayrton Senna, 
Alain Prost, Michael Schumacher 
and Lewis Hamilton. 

That such a list might exclude 
the likes of Stirling Moss, Alberto 
Ascari, Jackie Stewart, Gilles 
Villeneuve, Mario Andretti, 
Fernando Alonso, is its own 
selling point. You might disagree 
with a name here or there. Pure 
talent is only part of the bargain. 
Delivering it in extremis over time 
under championship pressure 
is the ultimate determinant of 
craftsmanship and quality, of 
historic heft. 

Perhaps Max Verstappen and 
his cheerleaders at Red Bull are 
beginning to appreciate this feature 
as they enter the sacred ground of 
Monaco, a circuit that more than 
any other connects Formula One to 
its street racing past. Verstappen 
has long been championed by the 
Red Bull hierarchy, with team 
principal Christian Horner hailing 
his boy as the quickest and most 
accomplished driver on the grid. 

If that is so, you might wonder 
how Hamilton leads the 2021 
championship after winning three 
of the opening four races ina 
Mercedes that began the season 
demonstrably behind the Red 
Bull performance curve. Yes there 
are many variables that impact 
outcomes, not least the race 
weekend decision-making on the 
pit-wall. 

Having a slow car, however 
marginal, has a way of sharpening 
preparation. And Mercedes 


Mebil!1! 


ORACLE 





Max Verstappen has the better car, 
but he is still chasing Lewis Hamilton 


have been pin sharp in weighing 
conditions, track characteristics, 
tyre strategy etc before grands prix 
and responding to circuit dynamics 
during the race. 

Perhaps the hardest variable to 
measure is the race management of 
the driver, the value of experience 
honed over almost 300 grands prix. 

What we are seeing play out 
in 2021 is a Hamilton résumé 
crammed with historic detail 
logged over thousands of grand prix 
miles being downloaded to finesse 
decision-making in real time. Not 
just technical stuff. Emotional 
content too. How it feels to lose 
when you shouldn’t, win against 
the odds, how to manage a long 
season, when to invest emotional 
energy, when to check out of an 
argument. All this stuff matters, 
and Hamilton has more to draw on 
than Verstappen. 

George Russell is another 
being touted as a special talent. 
Dave Robson, head of vehicle 


Formula One is a sport for 
rich kids, says Hamilton 


By Philip Duncan 


Lewis Hamilton believes Formula 
One has become a “billionaire boys’ 
club” and said it would now be “im 
possible” for him to break into the 
sport. 

Hamilton heads into this week- 
end’s Monaco Grand Prix as the 
most decorated driver in F'1 history. 

He is embarking on an unprece- 
dented eighth world championship, 
while his tally of 98 victories and 100 
poles is better than anyone else. 

But the 36-year-old (right), who 
was raised on a Stevenage council 
estate, has claimed F1 is solely for 
the wealthy. 

Lance Stroll, Nicholas Latifi and 


Nikita Mazepin are all sons of bil- 
lionaires, while Max Verstappen and 
Mick Schumacher’s fathers both 
competed in F'1. 

Hamilton’s father, Anthony, 
worked multiple jobs to fund 
his son’s junior career. 

“We live in a time where 
this sport has become a 
billionaire boys’ club,” 
said Hamilton, in an in- 
terview with Spanish 
publication AS. “If I were 
to start over from awork- “Gs 
ing-class family, it would be 
impossible for me to be here 
today because the other boys would 
have a lot more money. 

“We have to work to change that 







performance at Williams, brackets 
Russell’s gifts alongside those of 
Hamilton, with whom he worked 
during his junior driver days at 
McLaren. Russell added grist to 
the mill when deputising in Bahrain 
last year for Covid-hit Hamilton 
and coming within a blunder on the 
pit-wall - Mercedes fitted the tyres 
of Valtteri Bottas to Russell’s car 
—~and a subsequent puncture of a 
deserved victory. 

“There are definitely some 
similarities there,” Robson said. 
“And they were obvious from the 
first time I met George and we ran 
him in the simulator at Grove. Then 
we went up and run him around 
the airfield in a road car. There 
was something there. The talent is 
there. He is very close to Lewis and 
has the potential to get there.” 

Like Verstappen, Russell 
does not have a grand prix back 
catalogue through which to filter 
performance. Until he has dipped 
his hand in the fire of world 
championship competition we can’t 
properly judge the truth of Robson’s 
observations. Not Russell’s fault, of 
course, just as Verstappen has no 
control over the praise heaped upon 
him by his admirers. 

They may be right about both 
men, but not yet demonstrably so. 
For that we must wait until they 
have medals to show. Hamilton 
played on this idea with his cheeky 
observation that Verstappen may 
be conditioned by feeling he has 
something to prove in relation to 
the start both have made to the 
season. 

Verstappen responded to 
the contrary in a way that 
hinted at irritation as well as 
acknowledgement of a game being 
played. All part of navigating a 
championship duel. And we are 
barely under way. 


and make this an accessible sport, 
for the rich and for people with more 
humble origins.” 

Hamilton finished third in second 
practice on F1’s return to Monte 
Carlo yesterday following the event’s 
cancellation from last year’s Covid- 
hit calendar. Hamilton was beaten 
by the table-topping Ferrari duo of 
Charles Leclerc and Carlos Sainz, 
but he finished ahead of Verstappen. 
“People will always find a 
way to minimise success, So 
I don’t spend time on it,” 
Hamilton added. 

“T know how hard I 
have had to work to be 
strong, not making mis- 

takes, extract every op- 

portunity I have had, and 

no one can take that away 
from me. 

“With more wheel-to-wheel bat- 
tles [hope I have more opportunities 
to show people what I’m capable of.” 
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MANCHESTER CITY 


Dias wins football writers’ 
award to gild outstanding 








debut season in England 


By Jim van Wijk 


Manchester City defender Ruben 
Dias has been voted the Football 
Writers’ Association’s Footballer of 
the Year. 

Portugal international Dias, 24, 
was a comfortable winner ahead of 
Tottenham Hotspur forward Harry 
Kane and his City team-mate Kevin 
De Bruyne. 

Dias has enjoyed an outstand- 
ing first campaign at the Etihad - 
Stadium since a club record 
£64.3m transfer from Benfica last 
September. 

He has helped Pep Guardiola’s 
squad win the Carabao Cup once 
more, regain their Premier League 
title and also reach the Champions 
League final, where they will face 
Chelsea in Porto on 29 May. 

Nine City players received indi- 
vidual votes from the FWA member- 
ship, which accounted for more than 
50 per cent of the overall ballot. 

After accepting the award, 
Dias paid tribute to all his colleagues 
at the club - both team-mates 
and staff. 

“It is a huge privilege. Obviously 
I could not have done it without the 
success of the team,” Dias said in an 
interview with the FWA. 

“Me receiving this prize is the 
major example of how our team 
works, the way we build our game. 

“Tt reflects all the togetherness we 
have on the pitch, how we perform 
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Ruben Dias was signed from Benfica 
last September for £63.4m 


and the spirit that is in the team and 
with these players. 

“Thank you to all my 
colleagues, the staff, 
the physios, the kit 
men, the guys in 
the kitchen, that all 
bring a smile every 
day to the training 
ground to make us 
feel good, to make us 
feel ready, to make us 
feel the best way they can. 

“All those details make a 
difference at the end.” 

Despite City’s outstanding cam- 






Years sincea 
defenderlast won 
football writer’s 
player of the year 
award 


paign, Dias is already focusing on 
the next challenge. 

“T heard someone from the club 
say: ‘we live in the middle of the 
storm’. Sometimes we don’t even 
have time to celebrate, to think too 
much about things, we just move 
on,” he said. 

“We must not shut it off, we just 
let it go, because at the end of it all, it 
is beautiful what is happening. 

“But next year it will be a new 
challenge, a new season - and as a 
footballer you just need to be hungry 
every time.” 

Dias is only the third player to win 
the FWA award in his first season in 
English football. 

The last defender to collect the 
trophy, which has been presented 
since 1948, was Liverpool’s Steve 
Nicol 32 years ago. 

FWA chair Carrie Brown said: 
“Ruben Dias turned heads soon 
after his arrival in Manches- 
ter, belying his age with 
fortitude, steel, a re- 
lentless drive for per- 

fection and an almost 
superhuman ability 
to read and antici- 
pate phases of play. 
“Pep Guardiola im- 
proves players, shapes 
them - but at no point 
has a new signing arrived 
into one of Pep’s already tro- 
phy-laden teams and exerted such 
influence.” 














Footballin brief 

CARDIFF CITY LEAGUE TWO PLAY-OFFS WOMEN’S FA CUP 

Bamba declares Morecambe earn Kerr leads Blues 

himself cancer-free crucial advantage into the last eight 
Cardiff City defender It is advantage Goals from Guro 
Sol Bamba said that Morecambe in their Reiten, Sam Kerr and 
he is cancer-free, just League Two play-off Drew Spence secured 
over four months semi-final against Chelsea’s place in the 
after being diagnosed Tranmere after they FA Cup quarter-final’s 


with non- fietean lymphoma. 

The 36-year-old Ivory Coast 
international (above) underwent 
chemotherapy in January and 
came on as a substitute in Cardiff’s 
1-1 draw with Rotherham United on 
the final day of the Championship 
season this month, his first 
appearance since December. 

“Tt is of course incredibly heart- 
warming news for my family and I,” 
Bamba said on social media. “We 
are over the moon right now. 

“Thank you to all my family, my 
friends and of course the club and 
everyone in the football industry 
that has helped me in facing this 
challenge... hopefully will see you 
soon again on the pitch.” 

Bamba was a key member of 
Cardiff’s 2017-18 promotion team, 
playing every game as they finished 
second in the Championship. 


won 2-1 on the Wirral. 

Derek Adams’ side, who missed 
out on automatic promotion by a 
single point, will now be confident 
of finishing the job on Sunday. 

With the roar of around 3,400 
supporters behind them, Rovers 
started well. But the visitors had 
come into the game in terrific 
form, having won five of their final 
six regular season games. It was 
maybe no surprise, then, when 
they went ahead after 15 minutes, 
Nathaniel Knight-Percival sliding 
in to poke home from five yards. 

Veteran skipper Peter Clarke 
levelled it up for Tranmere, 
powering home a header from 
Liam Ridehalgh’s cross. 

But in added time Liam 
McAlinden (above) bundled home 
the visitors’ second as he darted in 
to meet Cole Stockton’s low cross. 


after a 3-0 win over Everton. 
Emma Hayes’ side did not break 
the deadlock until the 28th minute. 
Kerr (above) took advantage of 
Everton's sloppiness and squared 
the ball to Reiten to fire a left-footed 
strike into the bottom corner. 
Chelsea began the second half 
brightly and Millie Bright lashed 
a spectacular effort against the 
crossbar. In the 77th minute, 
they doubled their advantage as 
Kerr fought hard to win the ball 
and drilled a powerful effort past 
Everton goalkeeper Sandy Maclver. 
The Blues sealed their place in 
the last eight of the competition 
after Kerr found substitute Spence, 
whose header was deflected in off 
the far post. 
Former Birmingham City 
manager Carla Ward will take over 
at rivals Aston Villa next month. 


CHELSEA 


be an outsider. 
Even now. Im 





In Pat Nevin, Kevin Garside meets 
a man comfortable in his own skin 


ow to squeeze into the 

pages of a book the life 

of a curious footballer? 

You can’t. Well, not all 

at once. Pat Nevin takes 
us as far as Tranmere Rovers, an 
unlikely landing place that would 
bathe his twilight years as a player 
in a degree of satisfaction and 
expression that were prematurely 
blunted at Chelsea and Everton. 

Nevin loved his time at Stamford 

Bridge and at Goodison Park 
before tensions between player 
and manager at both institutions 
got in the way of the thing 


never quite aligned with convention. 
Nevin, a diminutive figure who 
met perfectly the archetype of 
traditional Scottish winger - impish, 
nimble, highly skilled and cheeky 
as hell - loved the empowerment 
football bestowed on a kid who did 
not stand out in civvies. 

He was also blessed with parents 
whom, though they did not have 
the culture collateral to guide their 
brood through the conventional 
channels recognised by the middle 
classes, wanted for their children 
more than Glasgow’s east end 

permitted its oft feral 


he loved, kicking a ball 'Iloved youth in post war Britain. 
for the joy it brings. His playing “There we are in the 
recollections are recorded football rough end of Glasgow. 

in an aptly titled memoir ootball, : There is gang warfare 
Pat Nevin, The Accidental but! wasn't going on, vandalism, 
Footballer, an anecdotal desperate to violence, heavy drinking. 
ride through his early beafootballer. There’s mum and dad, not 
years in Glasgow, where I don’t like tertiary educated in any 
football offered a diversion way whatsoever, six kids. 
from the uncertainties ling : aoe The outlook is bleak. But 


of adolescence, and his 
migration south to pursue 
a professional career that he spent 
considerable energy trying to avoid. 
What comes across is a character 
marked by difference, consigned to 
the outgroup by preferences that 


my mum and dad made 
sure we didn’t run with the 
crowd. Everyone else is Swearing 
and cursing. They’re not. They had 
to be comfortable enough to be 
different themselves.” 

Via the subtle prompts of engaged 














guardians who cajoled under a veil 
of solid respectability, the Nevin 
siblings escaped the fate of so many 
kids bound by circumstance to a life 
of unfulfilled promise. Nevin never 
quite fitted in. Still doesn’t. He is fine 
with that. 

“T didn’t want this book to have a 
message, but if it does have one, let 
it be this. Being an outsider is fine. 
It’s OK. Don’t panic about it. You 
don’t have to fight to fit in. It’s all 
right being yourself. As long as you 
are strong enough to believe in 





who you are and why more modern writers, Milan 
you are different, then Kundera for example. 

you are more likely to “Tread The Unbearable 
survive. If you are an Lightness Of Being when 
outsider trying to fit in i: I was at Chelsea,” he 

it looks like a weakness. Sa said, throwing up the 

I found it easy to be an . delicious prospect of 
outsider. I’m not trying a discussing the woman 
leg to fit in even now. I’m yne in the bowler hat with 
just being me.” soe David Speedie and 


Nevin hardly ever granted 
an interview as a player. He 
could never quite reconcile 
the thing he did with the 
construct placed upon it via 
the media prism. “I loved playing 
football but I wasn’t desperate to 
be a footballer. I don’t like fame. I 
have a fear of fame. I didn’t like the 
concept of selling myself.” 
Credibility, staying true to an idea 
of who you are, however nebulous, 
was a feature among Britain’s post- 
punk urban youth. Nevin reluctantly 


a ie ae 





quit a BA in Commerce at Glasgow 
College of Technology to give the 
professional game a go in England. 


He took with him a love of literature 


that he doesn’t really explore in 
the book. “In the odd interview I 
did I used to speak about loving 
Dostoevsky. They look at you as if 
you have a deep knowledge of the 
Russian novel. No. I’m just reading 
it!” 

Thomas Hardy and Jane Austin 
are also part of the Nevin back 

catalogue. I asked about 






Kerry Dixon. “I had to 


al choose what I would 


share with team. 
Music was a much easier 

sell. I would play them something 
they might like, then hit them with 
The Fall, annoyed them to death.” 

Music is central to Nevin’s well- 
being. His relationship with the 
great curator of punk Britain, John 
Peel, is touched upon. He still DJs 
to this day. And no, not at weddings. 
He is, he says, “always looking for 
something you have never quite 
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4 
Pat Nevin in action for Chelseain 
1985 and (above) in his current role 
as football commentator for the BBC 
GETTY 


seen before.” He offers Scottish 
combo The Spook School. “Orange 
Juice meets the Undertones with 
better tunes. If they had been 
around in the 80s they would have 
been massive.” 

The relationship with his football- 
daft father, Pat, is clearly central to 
the piece. From early coaching to 
full attendance at matches, Nevin 
Snr gained deep gratification from 
his son’s involvement in the game. 
His support was constant but never 
overbearing. At Chelsea he would 
journey south to watch matches and 
often head home without meeting 
with his son. There wasn’t time. He 
had to be back in Glasgow for his 
shift at Cowlairs British Rail depot 
and would leave before Pat was out 
of the communal bath. 

There is a poignant moment when 
Nevin presents his father with the 
Scotland shirt he wore on debut 
against Romania. He passed it to 
him in a plastic bag without a word 
said. The lack of ceremony was 
symbolic of a love deeply felt but 
entirely unspoken. 

“We come from a history were 
people saying that [I love you] to you 
comes across as fluff. I would rather 
someone showed that to me for 25 
years than tell me 10 times a day for 
three weeks. I know the importance 
of that, as all my family did. What is 
love? You don’t have to express it,” 
he said, philosophical as ever. “At 
the end of my dad’s life what I said 
to him when he was dying was this: 
‘thanks for telling me how to bea 
real man. Thanks for telling me how 
to be a father. I could not have had a 
better teacher.” 

Nevin considers himself a David 
Silva wannabe a generation before 
David Silva. Would he have fitted 
with Pep Guardiola’s vision at 
Manchester City or any other front 
line Premier League team? “These 
guys are the best in the world. I 
would have been trying to get a Silva 
or Eden Hazard out of the way. That 
was not the case in my day. I think 
Pep would have been OK with my 
style. Whether I would have got in 
his team is a different matter.” 

Of those who he played with, 
Peter Beardsley makes Pep’s team. 
Norman Whiteside was another 
he admired for his technical range, 
and he did not play alongside peak 
Norman at Everton. Dixon and John 
Aldridge he described as world- 
class centre forwards who would not 
get in his five-a-side team. Scorers 
from another time, another place. 
Nevin takes us to the heart of it 
with a fulsome evocation of football 
before the Premier League. 

The Accidental Footballer by Pat Nevin 
published by Monoray, £20 hardback 
(octopusbooks.co.uk.) 
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SWANSEA CITY 


Cooper not letting Palace links 
Cistract him from the play-offs 


By Phil Blanche 


Steve Cooper says speculation 
linking him to the Crystal 
Palace job will not distract him 
from Swansea City’s push for 
play-off glory. 

Roy Hodgson is to 
leave Selhurst Park 
after four years at 
the helm, and Cooper 
(right) is among the 
early favourites to 
replace him. 

The 41-year-old 
Welshman has twice 
steered Swansea to the 
Championship play-offs on 
modest resources, and his side 
defend a 1-0 semi-final lead 
against Barnsley at the Liberty 
Stadium tomorrow. 

Addressing the Palace links, 


LIVERPOOL 





By Carl Markham 


Liverpool are to set up a new Sup- 
porters Board ahead of next season 
as they attempt to deliver meaning- 
ful fan representation at executive 
levels of the club. 

The move comes in response to 
fan protests over the club’s involve- 
ment in the failed European Super 
League and subsequent meetings 
between chief executive Billy Hogan 
and the Spirit of Shankly group and 
official supporters’ trust members. 

A legally binding memorandum 
of understanding between the club 
and the Official Liverpool Support- 
ers Trust will be entered into. 

The Supporters Board will hold 
regular meetings with the club 
and the chairman will be invited 


ARSENAL 


Arteta praises record signing 
Pepe for his upturn in form 


By George Sessions 


Mikel Arteta believes Arsenal 
attacker Nicolas Pépé is finally 
starting to settle and praised 
his improved work away from 
the pitch. 

The £72m signing 
(right) grabbed a 
brace in Wednesday’s 
vital 3-1 win at 
Crystal Palace, which 
kept the Gunners 
in the hunt fora 
place in the European 
Conference League going 
into the final day. 

Pépé has been inconsistent 
since his transfer two years 
ago, but now has 14 goals in all 
competitions this season, with 
eight in the Premier League. 

“He’s come a long way, in 









Supporters to get seat in 
the board room at Anfield 
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Cooper said: “It’s not a week 
for any individual topics or 
conversations. 

“This week is just about the 
second leg in the play-offs for 

Swansea City and doing 
everything we can to get 
the right outcome. 

“Nothing will 
distract me or 
anybody else because 
this week is too 
important. 

“We’re motivated, 
we're excited, all of 
those things you feel 

in big games. Nothing else 
is on our mind and I won’t let 
anything get in anyone else’s 
mind in our group. 
“Tt’s about recovery, 
preparation and being as ready 
as we can for the next game.” 


to attend main board meetings 
when strategic matters affecting 
fans arise. 

“The focus over the last few 
weeks of dialogue has been to find 
a long-term solution that is in the 
best interests of Liverpool FC and 
its supporters — one that we firmly 
believe is not only meaningful but 
also wholly in keeping with the val- 
ues and aspirations of the club,” said 
Hogan. 

“There is still a lot to discuss but 
having these principles in place is a 
great step forward.” 

Spirit of Shankly chairman Joe 
Blott welcomed the move but it 
needed to be approved by a vote of 
its members. “We believe this is a 
unique deal and recommend its ac- 
ceptance,” he said. 


terms of the consistency of what 
he’s producing in games,” said 
Arteta. “Not only in the Premier 
League but what he’s done in 
Europe this season. 
Arteta also praised Pépé’s 
“serious mindset”. 
“He wants to look 
at every action, he 
wants to look at every 
post-match reflection 
we do with him 
/ individually. 
| “He wants to work 
* and he wants tobe 
the best. And when that 
happens and he has the talent 
that he has, I think it’s a really 
good mixture.” 

Arsenal have repaid the 
£120m loan they took from the 
Bank of England due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
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Why Coxsey 
climbs walls for 
GB - it’s not about 
the medals 
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Pat Nevin: I 

am an outsider 

and Iam happy 
with it that way 
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TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 


Kane claims 


f 6? (*) Football 





he will decide 


his own future 





-not Spurs 


striker believes chairman Levy may 
be open to cashing in on prized asset 





Evan 
Bartlett 








i : _\ 
Harry Kane has revealed he wants 
an “honest conversation” with Tot- 
tenham Hotspur chairman Daniel 
Levy following reports he is seeking 
to leave the club this summer. 

In an interview with former Man- 
chester United defender Gary Nev- 
ille, the England captain expressed 
his frustration at Tottenham’s disap- 
pointing season and admitted he has 
been looking on enviously at the suc- 
cess of rival clubs. 

It is the first time Kane has been 
quoted on the record since 


it emerged that he had told é2 
Spurs of his desire to leave - uknow 
although it is unclear when what it’s like, 


the interview was filmed you don't 
and he did not explicitly know what 


confirm or deny the story 


League, and admitted that criticism 
of Spurs’ lack of success “eats away” 
at him. 

“Tt’s hard to hear, if I’m totally hon- 
est,” he added. “We’ve been so close 
and it could have been a lot different. 
But I understand we haven't got over 
the line, as a club we haven’t won 
things, we haven’t been dominant 
when you could say we’ve probably 
had the best team we’ve had for a 
very, very long time. For sure you 
hear those comments and they eat 
away at you a little bit inside.” 

Despite that lack of silverware 
Kane, who turns 28 in July, insisted 
he was not “desperate” for trophies 
but that his “ultimate goal” is to be 
the best. 

“T don’t want to come to 
the end of my career and 
have any regrets. I want 
to be the best I can be. 
I’d never say I will stay at 
Spurs for the rest of my ca- 
reer, I would never say that 


first broken by Sky Sports the chairman I would leave Spurs. 
on Monday. is thinking. “T’m at that stage where 
Nevertheless, it is the | mean, he people might look at it and 


clearest indication yet that might want 
Kane is seriously consid- tg sell me 


ering his future in north 
London. 

“T think it’s definitely a conversa- 
tion to be had with the club. I want to 
be playing in the biggest games. The 
biggest moments,” Kane told Neville 
in an episode of The Overlap podcast. 

“Like, this season I’m there watch- 
ing the Champions League, watch- 
ing the English teams in there doing 
amazing. They are the games that I 
want to be involved in.” 

Kane still has three years left on his 
contract and Spurs have been stead- 
fast in their stance that he is not for 
sale, which means there could be a 
stand-off this summer. 

“For sure, it’s a moment in my ca- 
reer where I have to kind of reflect 
and see where I’m at and have a good, 
honest conversation with the chair- 
man. I hope that we can have that 
conversation. 

“Tm sure that he’ll want to set out 
the plan of where he sees it, but ulti- 
mately it’s going to be down to me and 
how I feel and what’s going to be the 
best for me and my career. I hope we 
have a good enough relationship. I’ve 
given the club... well, I’ve been there 
16 years of my life. 

“So, [hope that we can have a good, 
honest conversation and see where 
we are at in that aspect.” 

Kane is yet to win a trophy in his 
club career, losing in three finals and 
finishing as runner-up in the Premier 


say ‘he’s desperate for tro- 
phies’ [but] I still feel like 
I’ve almost got another 
career to play. I’ve got an- 
other seven or eight years, [which is] 
what I’ve already had in the Premier 
League. 

“T’m not rushing anything. I’m not 
desperate to do anything. 

“T’m not afraid to say I want to be 
the best, I want to try and get on the 
level of [Cristiano] Ronaldo and [Li- 
onel] Messi. That’s my ultimate goal, 
my aim is to be winning trophies sea- 
son in, Season out, scoring 50, 60, 70 
goals season in, season out. That’s the 
standard I want to set myself.” 

Spurs have been hit hard by the 
coronavirus pandemic and could at- 
tain a hefty figure, likely to be in ex- 
cess of £150m, if they cash in on Kane. 

The forward says Levy might de- 
cide the time is right to attain the 
highest fee possible. 

“He’s been great with me, if I’m 
totally honest,” Kane added of the 
chairman. “He’s always rewarded 
me with contracts. We’ve always had 
a good relationship. But I’m not sure 
how that conversation will go. 

“But you know what it’s like as 
players, you don’t know what the 
chairman is thinking. I don’t know, 
I mean he might want to sell me. He 
might be thinking, ‘If I could get £100 
million for you, then why not?’. Do 
you know what I mean? I’m not going 
to be worth that for the next two or 
three years.” 
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Uefa targets wages and 








transfers in bid to tackle 
games revenue crisis 








Sam 
Cunningham 


FOOTBALL 
CORRESPONDENT 


Uefa is set to introduce tough 

new regulations to curb transfer 
fees and wages, which could 
impact the prospect of Tottenham 
Hotspur receiving a world-record 
figure if they sell Harry Kane this 
summer. 

Kane has made it clear to Daniel 
Levy that he wants to leave to win 
trophies, but while the striker 
believes he has an understanding 
with the club, their chairman is 
not expected to consider offers 
below £100m. 

Those kinds of transfer fees, 
however, will become a thing of the 
past if Uefa is able to devise strict 





rules to cut club spending that 
“must be reduced to acceptable 
levels”, anew report urges. 

It is claimed Levy wants £150m 
for Kane. Only a handful of 
billionaire-backed clubs could 
afford that kind of figure and, even 
then, in the current climate ofa 
global economy ravished by the 
pandemic, it would be considered 
a grotesque move. 

Equally, Kane will expect to join 
the top earners at his new club - 
most likely Manchester City - but 
wage limits could stop footballers 
earning hundreds of thousands of 
pounds per week. 

Uefa’s annual “Footballing 
Landscape” report, released 
today, indicates that European 
football’s governing body intends 
to create and implement new 
measures to tackle the game’s 

















“revenue crisis”. The report 

reads: “Rules are not set in stone 

and must continuously adapt to 

new contexts and circumstances. 
“Our rules will need to have 

a much stronger focus on the 





however, appetite for change 
within football. A Uefa survey in 
2020 revealed that 98 per cent of 
finance directors across English 
football believe new financial 
regulations are necessary. 


present and the future, Uefa claims that 
rather than looking at AQ while Covid-19 has 

the past, since thelatter  “ 7The accelerated the financial 
does not provide a true solutionsare catastrophe, the game 
and fair representation complex...But was already heading in 
of the current financial one thing is that direction, and that 


situation. Wages and 
transfer fees, which are 


sure: itis time 


their Financial Fair Play 
rules were inadequate to 


intrinsically connected, toact.Severe — solveto problems. 
representthemajority situations “The current Financial 
of football clubs’ costs; require strong Fair Playrules, in 
they mustbereducedto responses particular the break- 
acceptable levels. even rule, were not 

“The solutions are designed to counter the 


complex... But one thing is sure: 
it is time to act. Severe situations 
require strong responses.” 

Uefa believes restricting 
expenditure on transfer fees and 
wages will help solve the major 
financial issues affecting the 
game. Doing so, however, will 
be complicated. Any changes, 
such as capping fees and wages, 
would face legal challenges, and 
they can expect a backlash by 
players and agents. There is, 


consequences of a global crisis. 
The break-even rule was designed 
to tackle overspending and to 
limit inflationary spikes. 

“Today the challenges are 
different and the crisis is 
accelerating trends that had 
started to emerge in recent years. 
Many clubs are currently fighting 
for survival; it is not just about 
overspending. This is a revenue 
crisis that urgently requires costs 
to be brought under control.” 
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Allardyce is Englands best firefighter 
- its Justa shame he wont embrace it 


ou could forgive Sam 
Allardyce for feeling 
a little forlorn this 
summer. Like the rest 
of the country, he will 
be sat at home watching England 
wrestle with their tag of pre- 
tournament favourites. Unlike 
the rest of the country, he’ll know 
it could have been him in charge. 
It’s like the final round of Bullseye, 
Jim Bowen cheerfully showing off 
everything that you could have won 
but haven’t. Allardyce dreamt of a 
speedboat or Mini Metro. He got 
the automatic knitting machine. 
After West Bromwich Albion’s 
3-1 home defeat to West Ham on 
Wednesday, Allardyce bemoaned 
the enforced stereotypes of his late 
career. “You all know Iam a short- 
term manager, you have all seen 
me like that for the last six years,” 
Allardyce said. “That is me, that 
is where I lie and that is what you 
continue to think. I haven’t been 
more than that [a firefighter] for 
the last six or seven years because 
that is all you lot talk about.” 
In fairness to our national 
media, if we really must treat it 
as one homogenous bulge, during 
those six years Allardyce did leave 
Sunderland after 31 matches 
(albeit to take the England job — no 
blame there), Crystal Palace after 
24 matches and Everton after 26 
matches. Still, he’d made his point: 
Allardyce isn’t a man to shy away 
from long-term gigs; he sticks 
around. Roughly 40 minutes later, 
it emerged that he will leave West 
Brom after 25 matches in charge. 
Whether Allardyce likes it or not, 
and it is him choosing to walk away 
from West Brom rather than the 
vice versa, he is a firefighter. The 
Baggies gradually improved just 
like most of his teams gradually 
improve. The reality is that this 
squad was never good enough to 
stay up. 
The style of football may change 
slightly and the reliability of 
the defence may waver, but the 
raw ingredients are roughly the 
same: Allardyce is appointed in 
November or December with 
the January transfer window 
around the corner, he then signs 
players in that window (Schlupp, 
Milivojevic, Van Aanholt and 
Sakho at Palace; Tosun, Walcott 
and Mangala at Everton; Diagne, 
Snodgrass, Maitland-Niles and 
Yokuslu at West Brom) and the end 
of the season brings a reckoning 
from club and/or manager as to 
whether they want to continue the 
relationship. Allardyce has left four 
of his last five club jobs in May. 
This may all sound like latent 
criticism, but that’s not true. 








Sam Allardyce will not sign anew contract with West Brom AFP/GETTY 


There is nothing wrong with being 
a firefighter. In an industry that 
includes a plethora of different 
styles and specialities, having 
a reputation for saving clubs 
doomed to relegation, and potential 
financial emergency, is an emphatic 
compliment. You might even go 
further. Quickly reversing the 
fortunes and morale of a struggling 
squad must be one of the hardest 
tasks in the business. 

Long-term management is now 
a young man’s game. Of the 15 
longest-serving managers 


other, but the quotes comes from a 
place of perceived injustice. 
Perhaps that comes back 
to England, Allardyce’s 
great missed opportunity to 
become a contender. For all the 
improvements under Gareth 
Southgate, particularly at the last 
World Cup, Allardyce would have 
backed his brand of football to be 
successful in international football. 
He would have got away with it 
were it not for that pesky hidden 
camera, and pint of wine. 
Everything since then is a 









in England’s top four battle against himself, 
divisions, we'll take a forlorn pursuit to 
oe Roy eyo dete a sae se 
ecause he leaves will forever stan 
this weekend, only Sam Allardyce out of reach. 
four are over 50 and has left four of At some point 
60 his last five club Allard ‘ll fad 
Of the 19 ae Sepen Ute pecs rh bie 
to reach the playoffs of glory but when the 
in the EFL this season, job offers stop hitting 


Keith Hill was the only one 

older than 50 and he was sacked 
before Tranmere Rovers’ semi- 
final. At 66, Allardyce is the third 
oldest manager in the country 
after Hodgson and Neil Warnock. 
If he doesn’t want to embark upon 
a long, arduous Championship 
season, why should he? 

But the intriguing element of 
Allardyce’s personality is that he 
appears to be so demonstrably 
annoyed by the reputation he has 
done so much to forge. Wednesday 
night’s interview recalled that 
infamous claim that he was “more 
suited to manager Inter and Real 
Madrid”. Tongue was inserted 
slightly into one cheek, presumably 
with a wad of chewing gum in the 


the doormat. Until then, 
he will keep on keeping on. Some 

club owner will probably offer him 
a salvage job next season and he 
will probably take it. The Japanese 
knotweed of Premier League 
football isn’t shifted that easily. 

But more than the success 
of those missions, I hope that 
Allardyce can find peace with his 
own reputation. 

Rather than focus on perceived 
slights and dark forces that 
may have plotted against him, 
he should learn to forget them. 
Rather than focusing on what he 
isn’t or is seen to be, he should 
be proud of what he is - a once 
innovative coach who is now the 
most appealing gun for hire. 
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